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   The President’s Column 

 By David Frederick 

“What I did for my summer vacation: 

Tanks-a-Lot tour 2017” 

If you wanted to know where the president was for the three 

weeks in July then be sure to listen to this month’s 

presentation on the 

Tanks-a-lot tour.  

Pascal Zandt, got 

together with a 

travel agent and put 

together a three 

week tour of Armor museums and military history, in 

England, France and Germany.  It was a bus tour with 

hotel accommodations and planned visits to major events 

such as the Duxford Airshow, in England.  
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The President’s Column 
 

There we viewed many WWII aircraft.  Various tanks 

and armored vehicles were on display as well. In 

France we toured, several Chateau’s as well as the 

tank museum at Saumur. We were able to hike the 

mountain of stairs, to the top of Mont St. Michel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Berlin, we were able to see check point Charlie and 

go to the museum about the wall which divided east and 

West Berlin. 

 

 

 

Of course the end of the trip was topped off by 

driving real tanks and then paying extra to drive the 

tank over a parked car. .  It does not get any better 

than this.  More details during the program 

presentation. 

 

 

 

 

Raffle Czar Sneak peek of models for August 

Monthly raffle: 

 Airplane: 1/48 Revell Lockheed PV-1 

Ventura 

 Sci-Fi: 1/32 Pegasus Aerial Hunter Killer 

 Miscellaneous: 1/700 Tamiya CV-3 Saratoga 

 Auto: 1/16 Petty 1973 Dodge Charger 

 Armor: 1/35 Academy Tiger 1 
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Meeting Notice & Agenda 
Date:  August 18, 2017 

Theme: When I was a Kid 

Doors Open: 7:00 p.m. or earlier 

Meeting: 7:30 to 10:00 p.m. 

Location: La Quinta Inn & Suites 

3 Centerpointe Drive 

La Palma, CA 90623 

Right Off the 91 Fwy at Valley View

 

2017 Chapter Officers 

 

President   David Frederick 
 

1st Vice President Sean Fallesen 

 

2nd Vice President David O’ Barr  
 

Treasurer        Jeff Hunter 
 

Secretary        Nat Richards 
 

Contest Director Derek Collins 

  

Volunteers 
Chapter Contact      Nat Richards   

     (949) 631-7142 
        ocipms@aol.com 
  

Newsletter Editor      Terry Huber 
        (714) 544-8908 

      thuber1967@yahoo.com 
 

Webmaster      Julian English 

    julianenglish65@gmail.com 
 

Mail IPMS Orange County

 Club Website www.ipmsoc.org 

       P.O. Box 913     
       Garden Grove, CA  92842 National Website  

ocipms@aol.com    www.ipmsusa.org 

 

 

mailto:ocipms@aol.com
mailto:thuber1967@yahoo.com
mailto:julianenglish65@gmail.com
http://www.ipmsoc.org/
mailto:ocipms@aol.com
http://www.ipmsusa.org/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=M9CFZLykfW12fM&tbnid=vNzqgAMKfF4oCM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.freecodesource.com/wallpapers/wallpaper/California-Republic-Flag/?f=category&ei=knLDUtS0C-OO2wXxqoDABw&bvm=bv.58187178,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNEXXlgHfl0VJDi-Ho0xN8oeRfyFyA&ust=1388626933869506


IPMS ORANGE COUNTY Newsletter 

August 2017       

 

 

 

 

 
 

4 

Orange County Themes for 2017 

January 20th - OUT OF THE BOX ONLY 

Anything built out of the box with no aftermarket parts. Built using only what came inside the 

box. Decals optional. 

February 17th - THE SHELF OF DOOM 

Build or finish a kit that you never thought you would start or complete because you lost 

interest or ran into a problem. 

March 17th - TAMIYA VS HASEGAWA 

Who's the best? Build the best model you can from either company. Best Tamiya Model and 

Best Hasegawa Model will receive an award. 

April 21st - SOMETHING ENGLISH  

Build a model of anything English. Including Scotland and Ireland. 

May 19th - BUILD NIGHT (No Monthly Contest in May, Build Night Only) 

Bring a kit to work on and have some fun with other club members building. 

June 16th - FIRST OR LAST 

The first or last of something. The first Abrams tank. The last F4 Phantom. Last to use a radial 

engine. First to use a jet engine, etc. 

July 21st - CLASSIC PLASTIC 

Build the oldest model you have in your stash. 

August 18th - WHEN I WAS A KID 

Build the model that was your favorite from when you were a kid 

September 15th - SOMETHING GERMAN 

Build a model of anything from Germany 
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Orange County Themes for 2017 

October 20th - CONVERSIONS 

Build a model of something you normally could not get. Make a conversion from an existing kit 

to make a different version 

November 17th - UNEXPECTED 

Build a model of something you never expected to be released as a model kit 

December 15th - SOMETHING FRENCH 

Build a model of anything French. 

JANUARY 19th 2018 - IT'S ALL ABOUT THE FUN 

Build a model of your favorite subject. Something you enjoy the most building. 

ORANGECON 2017 - SEVEN 

Any subject with a name or designation that ends in “Seven.” 

Hope to see you there.  DC 

Volunteer Opening at the club 

We need a member who would like to step up and take over the multi-media aspects of our meeting. 

This would include bringing the PA system to each meeting as well as bringing the overhead and/or 

camera when needed. Also need to have the person troubleshoot any problems with connections.  The 

club also has a laptop that is part of the demo equipment.  Please see David Frederick if you would like 

to be the AV person for the meetings. 
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From Our Treasurer 
Financial Statistics for the meeting in July 2017 

 
Admission      Distressed Kits $       

  Members  23   Monthly Raffle $         87.00    

  Non-Members 7 

  Juniors  0   Total Income $       275.00 

  Paid in Full  6   Total Expenses $       911.91 

  Guests  3   Profit / (Loss) $     1,186.91 

     

Total Attendance  39   $ in Checking $    2,109.60 

        $ in Savings  $    8,650.32   

Memberships / Renewals    $ in PayPal  $       290.49       

  Regular   2   Total in Bank $   11,050.41          π 

  Youth    0 

  Full Year            0  
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Membership is of great importance, both here at the level of the local chapter as well as the 

National level.  As a long time member I can highly recommend the expenditure of the additional 

dollars to become a member of the national organization. 

 

With membership come six copies of the IPMS Journal publication which is better than ever, and 

the right to participate at the IPMS National Convention contest. The subscription to the Journal 

alone is worth the cost of joining. 

 

A copy of the membership application is below or available on our website, or at the IPMS / USA 

website address, www.ipmsusa.org.  Complete the form and return it to the address listed at the 

bottom of the form along with your method of payment. 

  

                                                                

 

 
                                                                      

http://www.ipmsusa.org/
http://www.ipmsoc.org/ipmsoc.htm
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Membership Renewal Form 

Below is the new and improved Membership and Renewal form.  Print this page, fill 

it out and bring it to the meeting.  It is also available on-line at www.ipmsoc.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.ipmsoc.org/
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IPMS OC Meeting Candid Photos 
By Bob Penikas 
Commentary by you know who. 

I believe this is the 1/32 Revell 

He-162 highly modified by 

Keith Mundt. Good job there 

Keith. 
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Size Matters 

By Foster Rash 
The World's Greatest Hobby on Tour 2017 train show was held at the Pomona Fairplex on Feb 

11-12.  I ran into IPMS OC members Jake Holshuh with his HO model railroad modular club and 

Derek Collins was there buying out the tool lady's booth! The vendor selection and pricing were 

good and I scored pretty good deals on tools and a model car kit. 

Check out the link  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k_-P-Wdh6Bo for an interesting video and see our own 

David Okamura battling gremlins at about the 4 minute mark. David and I are members of the 

California South Coast On30 Modular Group which operates a SoCal theme 1:48 scale narrow 

gauge layout.  Here is a link to photos of the layout we assembled at the Pomona show.   

 https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/CSCModOn30/photos/albums/1718365438 

 

I thought you guys would be interested in Bennie Diaz' model ships.  Bennie is a member of the 

High Desert Modular Model Railroad Club http://www.hdmmrc.com/  and models in 1/87 HO 

scale (3.5 mm= 1ft).  His modules were unique in that he has mixed ship modeling with model 

railroading.  On his "Mare Island" modules both the USS Missouri and the USS Hornet are in 

port.  These models are each almost 10' long!!  His modules also incorporated a Fletcher class 

destroyer, mine sweeper, Liberty ship, assault transport, LST and a couple of tug boats.  Bennie's 

scratch built models are constructed primarily from pine and basswood and the "Mighty Mo" 

weighs over 75 pounds! 

 

Bennie Diaz and his scratch built USS Missouri 

 

It looks more like a ship diorama than a model 

railroad module 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k_-P-Wdh6Bo%20
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/CSCModOn30/photos/albums/1718365438
http://www.hdmmrc.com/
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Size Matters 
 

The "Mighty Mo" refuels at a highly 

detailed tank farm 

 

 

Detail of the superstructure.  The turrets do revolve 

 

The Sullivans Fletcher class destroyer 

 

 

Loading the amphibious assault task force 
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Size Matters 

Commercially available HO scale military vehicles are loaded on the ships 

 

Very difficult to get a 1/87 scale USS 

Hornet in the camera frame 

1/72nd scale aircraft are only slightly 

oversize for HO scale 

This is a massive model 

 

 



IPMS ORANGE COUNTY Newsletter 

August 2017       

 

 

 

 

 
 

15 

Size Matters 

 

Detail of the island superstructure 

 

 

 

 

Marine Corps Naval Air Station Santa 

Barbara on the HDMMRC layout 

Combining aircraft modeling and trains at NAS 

Santa Barbara 

 

     Modern container port scene 
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Size Matters 

 

These High Desert modelers like to 

build big! 

~News Flash~ 

Don’t forget that OrangeCon is in September this year, 

not the usual October.  September 30
th

, Cal State 

Fullerton CA. 
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Club President David Frederick is looking for Volunteers to help out with sanding and finishing 

then OrangeCon awards.  Check out his message below. 

 

Once again it is that time of year for a "Sanding Party." The OrangeCon 
wood trophies need to be sanded and Danish oil applied. IPMS is looking 
for volunteers that will help out for this activity.  If you have a few hours to 
donate we need your help, as the more people the faster the process goes. 

This year I will open my garage to host the event. It will take place on 9:00 
AM Saturday August 19th, the day after general meeting.  We plan to work 
through a few hours with a pizza lunch provided by the club. 
 

Address: 

9:00 AM Saturday August 19th 

24427 Sunshine Drive 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 

949-363-2019 home phone. 
Cross streets are Crown Valley and La Paz. 
Visitor Parking is in front of house and down the street if it fills up.   
 

Please RSVP at the following Email: david.p.frederick@cox.net 
 

If you have any, bring palm sanders.  Also needed are extension cord and 

folding 6 foot tables.   
 

OrangeCon Raffle 
Many of you already know how great the OrangeCon raffle is year in and year out.  Most of this 

cannot be done without help from the general membership and others.  If you would like to 

donate to the raffle, please bring your fairly new and still better an unopened kit to the meeting 

for drop off, or you can take it over to Military Hobbies in Orange and drop it off there.  Also if 

you have some tools, books in good shape, or DVD’s those are always good too.  Thanks for 

your help, and you can always donate the day of the show too! 

Military Hobbies 

830 E. Lincoln Ave. 

Orange, CA (714) 637-1211 
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       Bob Zmuda sends in the Gary cartoon. 

 

A message from Bert Kinzey 

From Detail & Scale 

Please know that Detail & Scale has just launched a new Scale Modeling With Detail & Scale 

Facebook GROUP, and it’s off to a nice start.  People can see it and join 

at: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1857536184564085 

 

OrangeCon Judging
Hello participants, now would be a good time to start thinking about OrangeCon judging. If 

you are interested in helping out please see me at this month's meeting and I will put you on 

the signup sheet. If you would like you can also drop me an email if you're not going to make 

the meeting, derek_collins@sbcglobal.net. Thanks Guys!!  DC 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1857536184564085
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IPMS OC Contest Table 

by Derek Collins 

We had a lot of great models on the table for our July meeting. A lot of old classics no doubt 

inspired by last month’s theme Thank you to everyone who brought in a model. In August our 

theme is "When I was a Kid". Now is your chance to build that model you always wanted as a 

kid but never had. Or that model that you did build when you were a kid but didn’t come out as 

you liked it and want to build again. If you don't have something that fits the theme, no worries. 

Bring your latest creation and enter the contest anyway. What is important is that you are 

having fun in this hobby that we all so much enjoy!!! 

On the IPMS OC Contest Table, July 21, 2017 
Advanced Division: 

 
Dan Matthews 1/72 MV-22B Osprey__1st 

Julian English 1/72 Boeing F4B-3__2nd 

 

 

Bob Zmuda 1/700 SMS Konig___3rd 
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Julian English 1/72 F6F-5 Hellcat 

 

David O’Barr 1/144 LS KI-43 Oscar 

 

 

 

Jim Teahan 1/48 YAK-28 

 

 

Jim Fleming 1/72 B-25B 
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Masters Division: 
 

Keith Mundt 1/32 He-162 Volksjager__1st 

Judges Choice Winner 

 

Carlos Cisneros 1/48 F-86F Sabre______2nd 

Theme Award Winner (Photo by B. Penikas) 

 

Dennis Henry 1/72 H-21 

Shawnee, “Tuffy”___3rd 

 

 

Foster Rash 1/27 1958 Austin Healey, Sprite 
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Foster Rash 1/24 1945 MG Drag Racer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Foster Rash 1/32 1934 MG K3 Magnette 

 

 

Owen Ryan 1/72 Mig-29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Joe LoMusio 1/48 Albatross DIII 
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Just For Show: 
 

Bob Bolton also had some very nice pieces to show but had to leave before voting and the 

pictures had been taken. 
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Contest Entries and Results, July 21, 2017 
Theme: "Classic Plastic" 

Total number of Modelers: 13 

Total number of entries: 18 

Masters Division: 

Keith Mundt 1/32 HE/162 Volksjager__________________1st 

                                         Judges Choice Winner 

Carlos Cisneros 1/48 F-86 Sabre_______________________2nd 

    Theme Winner 

Dennis Henry 1/72 H-21 Shawnee, “Tuffy”______________3rd 

Foster Rash  1/27 1958 Austin Healey Sprite 

                               1/24 1945 MG Drag Racer 

                               1/32 1934 MG K3 Magnette 

Owen Ryan  1/72 Mig-29 

Joe LoMusio  1/48 Albatross DIII 

Bob Bolton  1/8 Frankenstein 

   1/24 Crazy Horse  

   1/24 Magnificent Construction Co. 

 

Advanced Division: 

Dan Matthews 1/72 MV-22B Osprey____________________1st 

Julian English 1/72 Boeing F4B-3_____________________2nd 

Bob Zmuda  1/700 WW1 Battleship Konig______________3rd 

Julian English 1/72 F6F-5 Hellcat 

David O’Barr 1/144 LS Ki-43 Oscar 

Jim Fleming  1/72 B-25B 

Jim Teahan  1/48 YAK-28 

 

 

Modeler of the Year Points Standings: 

1st  Julian English 33pts 

2nd  Dan Matthews 24pts 

3rd  Keith Mundt 17pts 

4rd  Joe LoMusio 15pts 

5th  David Jorquez 12pts 

 

 



IPMS ORANGE COUNTY Newsletter 

August 2017       

 

 

 

 

 
 

25 

IPMS Nationals - Omaha Nebraska 2017 

July 26-30 

By Terry Huber  
Photos by Mike Budzeika and 

Terry Huber 
 

TRIP REPORT 
 

Well this was quite an adventure for sure, driving to the 

IPMS Nationals Convention in Omaha NE by way of 

Orange County CA.  The driver was Mike Budzeika, and I 

as navigator (well sort of, thankfully we had Garmin in a 

couple of spots) made this massive trip in Mike’s Honda 

Accord with 156K miles on it, just broken in for a Honda. 

 

We departed from my house in Tustin CA, on Monday at around 8:00 am July 24th for the 2 ½ 

day trip to La Vista NE south of Omaha at the Embassy Suites Hotel along with the adjoining 

Marriott Hotel to make the entire convention space. 
 

MONDAY 
 

All trip A-B meters were set to zero for mileage calculations each day.  First destination was 

Green River UT what we locals call out here in the west up your I-Fifteen to Vegas, and then into 

south west UT to the I-70. Of course meaning the 

Interstate 15 transition through to Interstate 70 

and towards the mid Utah desert to the east. 

We stayed at one of the Americas Best Value Inn 

chain there at Green River UT.  We had Dinner at 

the Tamarisk a short drive from the hotel.  The 

restaurant overlooks the Green River, yes the 

same Green River that John Wesley Powell 

traversed.  There is a museum directly across the 

river from the Tamarisk that is dedicated to John 

Wesley Powell. Mike and I both mentioned later 

that the beds at GR were the most comfortable for 

the whole trip. Around 99 degrees in GR and rain.   
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>By the Numbers:  

686 
Total miles from Orange County CA to Green River UT. 

10 hours with one stop, after time change adjustment. 

 

TUESDAY 

At around 8:00 am before we left for the trip through the CO Rockies and on to our second stop, 

Mike discovered that he forgot to pack any shirts in his gear.  Well I happened to bring an extra 

2XL T-shirt for Mike which he graciously accepted for the next couple of days until he could get 

to Cabela’s Outdoor across from the convention hotel. 

We headed out from Green River in the monsoon rain that started to come through heavy at times 

and headed towards Grand Junction CO.  Just for Mark Glidden and other coffee people there is 

a Starbucks at exit 28, right turn 1 ¼ miles on right in Grand Junction, nice town. 

From Grand Junction to Glenwood Springs we passed many delightful towns including Rifle CO. 

What was unique was that each town we passed had not just one or two, but several baseball / 

softball fields in large complexes beautifully manicured down to the white stripping. As if each 

town was totally into it, their fields showed and said “If you build it….”  

We stopped at Eagle CO for lunch, and ate in a pretty good ‘50’s diner there.  Also was able to 

catch the static Denver & Rio Grande steel sided caboose #01461 set up at the Eagle Museum 

Park right at the freeway exit. 
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IPMS Nationals Trip 
 

We finally dropped down into the Front Range 

skirting Denver to the south of us and up I-76 

as we passed Arvada CO.  I-76 to the northeast 

through eastern CO is basically flat with 

mostly small farms and some long tree lines 

along the South Platte River that followed the 

I-76 all the way to the NE border and then 

along I-80 to the Platte River.  Seen on the way 

the Burlington Northern Santa Fe hauling 

empty coal cars. 

 We then transitioned to the Interstate 80 and 

after a couple of hours later arrived at North 

Platte NE at around 7:00 (another time change) 

in 90 degree weather.  We stayed at the Oak Tree Inn.  Dinner was at Whiskey Creek where we 

had a small steak dinner.  Good place, good food and great service.   

 

>By the Numbers:  

605 
Total miles from Green River UT to North Platte NE. 
10 hours with one stop, after time change adjustment. 

 

WEDNESDAY 

In the morning we decided to have breakfast at the Penny’s Diner another tiny ‘50’s style shiny 

aluminum sided building adjacent to the hotel. The one in Eagle CO was good so why not this 

one, right?  My advice to future travelers to the Nationals in Omaha, do not eat here.  As we came 

in the door there was one waitress and one older woman cooking at the grill with only a few 

customers.  The grill is actually about three feet from your booth seat, so you feel the heat the 

same as the cook. We placed our order, Mike asked for his basic two eggs over easy, bacon and 

hash browns.  I did the same but with scrambled eggs.  Well what we got was two eggs way over 

hard each and flimsy bacon not cooked all the way through.  Mike mentioned that the only thing 

missing was the cook having a cigarette in her mouth, with about an inch long ash hanging over 

the grill.  You can have your eggs any way you want at Penny’s, along as it is way over hard.     
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>By the Numbers: 

$19.80 
Money wasted at Penny’s Diner dive in 

North Platte NE 

 

As we blasted our way out of North Platte towards 

La Vista, 4 ½ hours down the road, we passed the 

Heartland Military Vehicle Museum at Lexington 

exit on Highway 283.  Looked good with a lot of 

vehicles out front. No time this trip maybe next. 

 

 

Traveling along the I-80 we saw several large what I call corporate corn farms laid out in huge 

circles as in De Kalb, Monsanto, Bayer and other corn producers. After a while we began to notice 

the tall tower of the Nebraska State Capitol off in the distance in Lincoln NE.  We were definitely 

in the land of the Big Red. The pride for this college Football team of the University of Nebraska 

is immense and unimaginable.  That’s pretty much all you here on AM radio as you get close to 

Lincoln. The team known as the Cornhuskers has fans far and wide in this region and rules the 

land like some kind of fiefdom over its inhabitants.  They have nothing else out there except the 

Big Red. Go Big Red. Go.  

 

>By the Numbers:  

354 
Consecutive sellouts at Cornhusker Memorial 

Stadium since 1962, as of 2016 season. 
 

We finally arrived at La Vista NE in a mild rainstorm, around 12:30 in the afternoon after 4 hours 

and 267 miles of driving from North Platte.  We attempted to check into the Embassy Suites but 

the room was not ready yet. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjjytvI88jVAhUU2mMKHVF7ARAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.sportslogos.net/logos/view/76635372012/Nebraska_Cornhuskers/2012/Alternate_Logo&psig=AFQjCNFR9snN8U-YS_ZANdtFqGyxHeQa7Q&ust=1502325180106084
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IPMS Nationals Trip 

 

We did check in at the Registration Table and got our 

badges and other giveaway stuff including the 

convention decal sheet.  The Vendor Rooms just opened 

so off we went there to look for some deals and boy did 

we find them.  After a while we found Pacific Coast 

Models and they were letting everything go for around 

half-off of retail.  They have decided to close up shop 

so there were some tremendous bargains.  Actually 

there were some great deals everywhere.  Lots of 

discounted prices and Mike and I took full advantage of 

it. 

 

>By the Numbers:  

85 
Number of Vendors at the Convention ready to lighten your wallet a bit in 

this World’s Largest Traveling Hobby Shop 

 

On the way back to the Hotel Registration I purchased $20 in raffle tickets.  Over the course of 

four days I won a huge collection of stuff: 

25 bottles of Mission Model Paints with the thinner and leveler 

1/35 Bronco HORSA Glider with crew 

1/48 Kinetic Mirage IIIE 

1/48 Hasegawa F-15E ‘Operation Desert Storm’ markings 

1/48 Eduard Bf-109G-4 Romanian markings 

After the aircraft were raffled off on Saturday, I ended up giving the rest of my tickets (and Mike’s 

tickets) away to a kid standing nearby.  I came by later and he had a pile of stuff next to him and 

his dad.  Good luck for sure this Convention.  Later the Manager’s Reception was held at the 

Atrium Bar from 5:30 to 7:30 pm.  Great way to end the day with an open bar.  I think we headed 

out for Pizza West sports bar that night, or maybe it was Thursday, close to the hotel, great pizza. 
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IPMS Nationals Trip 

THURSDAY 
 

After the daily made-to-order free breakfast in the Atrium, we took our models to the Contest 

Room.  The room was open on Wednesday, but we decided to place our models on Thursday 

morning. In addition, Mike entered models for Mark Glidden under Proxy, very easy to do.  The 

tables were beginning to fill up. I shot this 3-photo collage from the northwest corner of the 

Contest Room.  There are plenty of the model photos on the Internet so no need to post here, 

unless it is the Editor’s special. 

 

Back to the Vendor Room we headed as we wanted to check out the Eduard section, Squadron, 

Roll Models, Volks Japan (think Zoukei-Mura), CMK with Special Hobby, Rare Plane Detective, 

Free-Time Hobbies (those boys from Georgia), David Doyle books, Chris Bucholz with 

Obscureco, Chris Mrosko with Sabot 

Publications, SAM Publications and on and 

on and on.  I picked up some books from 

Casemate, and Mike some 1/48 Ju-88’s and 

resin from Special Hobby, all discounted.  

 

I did find the Revell table and they had a test 

shot of the 1/32 F/A-18E up on their board 

which looked very nice.  Available Jan 

2018, $64.95 from Revell-Germany.  Can’t 

wait to get one. 

 

 

Terry’s 1/87 

Bates Mansion 

from ‘Psycho’ 
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Well now, the Super Hornet box art photo 

looked very familiar, taken at Rainbow 

Canyon “Jedi Transition” near Panamint 

Springs CA. 

 

After the Manager’s Reception I think we ate 

at the Nines hotel bar at Embassy.  Mike was 

not impressed with his Philly steak sandwich, 

my Rueben sandwich was on marbled rye 

with well-cooked corned beef and a special 

100 isles, giant steak fries really good. 

 

 

FRIDAY 

 

After the breakfast bar we drove out to the 

Lauritzen Gardens area in Omaha, about 15 

minutes from the convention.  Among the 

botanical gardens there is a tribute to the 

Union Pacific Railroad in the form of two 

locomotives perched high above Interstate 

80 as you cross the Missouri River from 

Iowa, into Nebraska. 

 

Somehow they managed to set a UP Big Boy 

steam locomotive #4023 next to the UP Centennial 

#6900 diesel engine.  Both the largest in their class 

at their time, but also that UP still operates one 

Centennial as an excursion special, and the 

restoration of Big Boy #4014 continues in 

Cheyenne WO. 
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When we got back to the convention, we set upon the Contest Room.  It always amazes me at the 

Nationals that just when you think you saw that “wow” model another one shows up.  So on 

Wednesday the wow model was the scratch USS Pakota with Navy dirigible.  Thursday, giant 

scale scratch Millennium Falcon well painted and lit up like crazy. Friday the immense 1/200 

Trumpeter Missouri diorama on a 5 foot base, an early Revell Saturn VB rocket in the complete 

launch tower with the prime tractor mover, also the 1/48 Monogram conversion Navy Privateer. 

And then on Saturday scratch SKYCRANE helicopter in 1/16? And so-on and so-forth.  Every 

model I looked at on the contest tables were well done, the competition is fierce but Mike and 

Mark both won awards for a couple of their entries.  
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My category, Miscellaneous?  Seems safe right? Not at 

the Nat’s, I had to first go up against two steam 

locomotives that were well done.  The 1/35 Trumpeter 

German BR-52 and a 1/35 General Grant.  And you all 

know I love trains so it was better that they split wheeled 

Miscellaneous off, then I went up against the scratch mill 

and lathe, and the scratch Confederate river-mine, and 

the Yamato Egg ship among others, like dogs, buffalo, 

and carts.  All of these proved too much for the 1/87 Polar 

Lights Psycho house and I was shunned. 

 

Scratch 1/48 Allied V2 rocket engine 

on tracked dolly in miscellaneous 

category, I give up. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

         
Bates Mansion lives for another day. 
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Later that night we drove into Omaha for a 

steak dinner. Very light traffic along I-80 and 

fifteen minutes from the hotel was The 

Drover.  An old Omaha steak and seafood 

favorite.  Think Wild West front with a great 

atmosphere inside with about 60 diners max.  

Plates are stamped metal like a miners. We 

waited about 30-40 minutes for a table at 6:00.  

Mike was looking for his shrimp and steak but 

only crab and lobster here.  Never the less my 

whiskey soaked filet was great with rice pilaf, 

a great salad bar and fresh bread.  Be prepared 

to shell out $$$.  What the heck, I’m on 

vacation.  I would go back. 
 

SATURDAY 
 

After the breakfast bar we checked out the Contest Room one more time for pictures.  Also went 

back to the Vendors Room for some last minute bargains.  One thing I noticed with the Vendors. 

If you really want something special buy it on Wednesday or Thursday.  By Friday it may be 

gone however, if you want a big ticket item, Saturday morning will be perfect such as the 1/200 

Trumpeter Bismarck for $199 from Free-Time Hobbies.  This was a very good deal.  Also other 

tables were announced as 50% off here and there.  I think they were all packed up by 3:00 pm 

and cleared out from the rooms. 
 

I think we ate over at Jimmy Johns while the banquet area was setup and also an auxiliary room 

for overflow was prepared with chairs and a large screen for participants that did not attend the 

banquet.  This has been the norm for a few years now so everyone can see the awards presentation 

which ran until about 10:30 pm. 
 

After the awards, everyone congregated in the Contest Room to pack up.  Good time to catch 

someone by their model to tell them how nice it looks.  Also to see who won what as some 

modelers keep the award next to the model for a brief amount of time so everyone can see what 

won in that category, thank you modelers to whomever does that? 

 

Next up, we started packing the Honda for the inbound trip.  The weather had cooled down, so 

models were loaded up that night.  This made the load on Sunday morning less of an issue. 

http://img.groundspeak.com/waymarking/2318a5ae-757c-4190-b436-35c33e87aea3.JPG
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SUNDAY 

>By the Numbers:  

2,100 
Models on the tables at this year’s convention. 

 

Sunday morning our final breakfast bar at the hotel and then loading up the Honda with the rest 

of the books, and roll-aways, and the ice chest, and also the 1/35 Bronco Horsa Glider (huge box).  

The front passenger area was still open without any kit clutter. We left at 8:30 am. 

 

I successfully directed Mike to the I-80 

west and back down the I-76 through 

eastern CO, and then through 

downtown Denver on the I-25 and 

south.  Our destination was Manitou 

Springs CO.  Although at the time we 

did not know that the main street of 

Manitou Springs was under partial 

repair as we rolled further up into the 

town we found our hotel.  The 

Americas Best Value Chalet.  The town 

reminded Mike of a typical CO ski-

town however the only thing around is 

Pikes Peak and also the Broadmoor 

Pikes COG railway, which I did not 

know at the time.  Old storefront buildings from the late 1800’s, re-furbished with modern shops, 

restaurants, and even an Emerald Pharmacy if you need it. 
 

We asked the hotel clerk where the good food is and he mentioned The Keg, about five minutes 

away.  After a quick monsoon downpour let up we walked by several stately Victorian homes 

then we found The Keg along one of those old storefronts.  
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The town reminds me of a mix of progressive leaning 

local population combined with older well-dressed 

Hippies, your regular motorcycle types, (more of an 

enthusiast and not the Angel’s style), and a whole bunch 

of tourists like us. The Keg looked like the local 

watering hole with pool tables in the back but we went 

in regardless.  We found the local brews on tap quite 

unique and chilled well and were able to order up some 

steaks.  Mike found his surf and turf shrimp scampi and 

top sirloin, while I went with the New York strip.  

Baked potatoes and vegetable all around and it was a 

fantastic meal.  Very friendly staff and environment.  I never like meal pics but this was too good 

to pass up. 

 

MONDAY 

I was hoping that the rain would clear up for our trip along the Royal Gorge Route on Monday 

morning as the forecast was for rain.  I woke up to find clear blue skies so the train trip was ON.  

A quick light breakfast at the hotel and we left for Canon City CO at around 8:00 am.  Out 

Highway 24 to the cutoff at the 115 Highway headed south past Cheyenne Mountain (Yes that 

Cheyenne Mountain with the giant steel doors.) A most beautiful area of Colorado in the foothills 

with forest trees and small farms and ranches in a rural setting all the way to Highway 50 and the 

cutoff to Canon City CO.  We arrived at around 9:00am and bought our tickets for the Dome car.   
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The train departed at 9:30.  This is a wonderful experience. You can order breakfast, drinks, 

pastry, all from a good sized menu.  Lots of 

Mimosa’s being served along with the Bloody 

Mary’s which I of course indulged. 

 

One of the most photographed bridges among 

train fans is the Hanging Bridge in the gorge. 

Amazing solution to use the canyon walls as a 

support to cradle a section of rails along a 240 

foot stretch where there was no land to lay the 

rails on. Mike and I took advantage of the open 

gondola car. 

 

The pedestrian suspension bridge, 1,300 feet 

above the Arkansas River that runs through 

the gorge. Yes you can spot people up there. 

The trip extends almost to Bumback 

Gulch and Highway 50 heading west.  

The train has been going uphill the 

whole time so now the brakes are 

released and the gentle 1 hour glide 

backwards through the canyon.  A ‘B’ 

unit locomotive is the head train. 
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Lots of rafters tackling the 

Arkansas River.  A couple of 

spots do look like a Class 4 or 5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The rafters stopping point that 

started way up on Highway 50. 

 

We rolled back into the station just about 

11:30 so the two hour trip was over.  I had a 

great time and even Mike liked the trip. 
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>By the Numbers:  

$138.00 
For two tickets to ride the Royal Gorge Route train in the Dome car. 

 

After a quick fast food lunch Mike drove east on Highway 50 to get back on the I-25 and south 

through New Mexico.  We hit some of the monsoon rains for sure, this one just the fringe rain 

on the left of us.  Our destination was Winslow AZ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Into New Mexico’s northern border area 

from Colorado. Beautiful scenery in 

northern NM. 
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By this time it was already in the afternoon so the joy of seeing anything else was pretty much 

over.  Onward Mike drove determined through rainstorms of New Mexico, fought 5:00 LA 

style traffic through Albuquerque NM and onto the Interstate 40 to Gallup NM where we 

stopped for a quick Pizza at around 8:00 pm. After that he plowed on into the night with rain off 

and on through to Winslow AZ arriving at 9:30 pm and we stayed at the Winslow Best Western. 

 

>By the Numbers:  

687 
Total miles from Manitou Springs CO to Winslow AZ by way of Canon 

City CO. 

 

TUESDAY 

The last leg of the trip.  There was a wonderful breakfast served up at the hotel with eggs, 

bacon, sausage the works along with pancakes too and all the other stuff you can think of at 

these hotel breakfasts.  Had we more time we could of enjoyed it more but we decided to leave 

early which we did at 7:30 am and blasted through Flagstaff and Williams AZ where the Grand 

Canyon Train originates.  Stopped in near Topock AZ at the Colorado River where the I-40 

crosses over, 102 degrees with monsoon overcast.  This is a small inlet to the Pirate’s Cove 

Campground.  The Colorado River is just to the far left and right flowing on the other side of 

this sand island.  Pretty pleasant for 102 degrees and slightly overcast. 
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Mike finally relented and I picked up the driving from Needles to Barstow CA where we 

connected to your I-15 south to the 91 and home.  While driving into Barstow, Mike captured 

these Burlington Northern locos arriving.  It was a wonderful experience, the company of Mike 

was great, but it is a very long taxing drive, even when you are not driving.  I think Mike slept 

for like 12 hours after he dropped me off and returned home.  I am glad the Phoenix 2018 Nats 

will be only a six hour drive next year. A drop in the bucket.  TH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

>By the Numbers: 

3,419 
Total round trip miles from Orange County CA to La Vista NE and 

assorted side trips. 
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Bronco 1/35 Buffalo 

6x6 MPVC 
Build review by 

Mark Glidden 
 

The Bronco Buffalo MPCV kit enters a 

modern desert warfare vehicle market that’s 

already populated with MRAP’s, tanks, 

APC’s and the like, yet this vehicle stands out 

as truly unique. Designed to withstand serious 

IED blasts, MPCV stands for Mine Protected 

Clearance Vehicle. With its articulated 

excavation arm, it is used to probe for or dig-up suspected IED’s. These vehicles are typically 

seen covered in an array of jammers, satellite and radio communications antennas, IED detectors, 

flood lights and anything else the crew might use to make their job safer and more effective. 

 

The kit is packed with approximately 300 parts, a photo-etch sheet, clear parts, a collection of 

clear water bottles, three strands of rubber line and decals for three versions. The box cover 

mentions “2 Options in 1 Kit”, but I’m not quite sure what they’re referring to, as there is really 

only one option, unless you want to consider antennas and decals as “options”. 

 

Suspension and Drivetrain 

The build starts with the suspension and drivetrain assemblies, which at first glance didn’t seem 

like it would be all that involved, given the rather traditional leaf-spring suspension used by the 

Buffalo. However, the complexity of the kit revealed itself early on, with these assemblies taking 

no less than eleven steps and six pages of instructions. The parts fit were generally good, with 

some fitting and a touch of filler needed in certain areas. Dry fitting is crucial with this kit. 

Bronco’s instructions while detailed, need close attention. Some of the diagrams are not as clear 

as they could be and it is easy to go astray in some part placement if the instructions are not 

studied closely. Some of the smaller details were missing from areas of the suspension assembly, 

but that can easily be remedied with some scratch-building using styrene sheet, rod and strip.  The 

kit does not include the front airbrake chambers, which sit prominently behind the front tires. 

This is a major omission, however, they were included in the Blast resin set. But attaching the 

resin airbrake chambers became problematic, as they didn’t fit well in the space provided and 

there was no real attachment point for them.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiLyu3f8tzVAhVJ7WMKHfPaAJAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.militarymodelling.com/news/article/a-'buffalo'-6x6-mpcv-2004-2006-production-in-1-35/8765&psig=AFQjCNFv8GxqkOJxbKyDMJ2Hr8z-slGZ7Q&ust=1503012071183585
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Bronco 1/35 Buffalo 

 

Some improvisation was in order and the parts were eventually fit into place. Solder wire was 

used for the air lines on all the brakes and the kit supplies photo-etch pieces for the metal shields 

that go around the rear air brake chambers. Copper braided wire was used for the cables that limit 

the travel of the rear suspension arms.  The drive shafts from the front and rear transmissions 

meet at a central transfer case that is housed within a metal shield. These are supposed to be offset 

from one another where they enter the transfer case, which at first glance seemed as though the 

parts have been misaligned. 

 

With the suspension in place, the six wheels and two spares are put together. Each tire consists 

of two outer halves and a ring of tread. This is a great way to mold the tire treads, as there is no 

mold seam to deal with. The four rear wheels mount solidly and their axles, but the front wheels 

suffer from a very weak connection with their axle. The attachment point is exceedingly flimsy 

and I managed to break off my front wheels no less than four times during construction. I finally 

resorted squeezing copious amounts of glue into the attachment area and letting it set-up 

overnight, just to get some kind of rigid mounting. 

 

Interior 

The interior of the vehicle consists of two major assemblies, the upper ceiling/sidewalls and the 

lower tub/hull. The rear interior is full of electronic gear which is mounted on two shelves, along 

with an air conditioning unit.  

 

The kit supplies the shelf for the right side of the interior, but lacks the shelf that is located above 

the air conditioning unit. This shelf was scratch-built and some resin electronic gear from the 

spares box placed on it. Once the shelves were built and all the gear mounted, all the electrical 

connections were done using fine insulated wire. 

 

Located on the ceiling above each of the four rear seating positions is a communications control 

head. These are not supplied in the kit, so I used resin control boxes from the spares box, making 

mounting posts from styrene rod. Each control head was then wired, with the wires running back 

to the communications gear at the rear of the vehicle. 

 

The floor of the vehicle is one long piece that fits neatly into the hull tub and onto this the interior 

sidewalls are glued to the tub walls. Next the interior detail bits are put into place. These consist 

of seats, fire extinguishers, dashboard, etc.  
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The instructions don’t provide any color call-outs for these items, meaning you’ll have to turn to 

your references. Located in front of the of driver’s air conditioning unit is an instrument panel 

that is seen in many photos, but not included in the kit. This was scratch-built with styrene, using 

some aircraft instrument decals for the dial faces. The kit includes decals for the various 

instruments and placards that go on the dashboard. The seats have molded-on detail for the 

aircraft-style seat harnesses, but there is no variation in the positioning of the harnesses, which 

gives them a markedly cookie-cutter look. The Blast resin set addresses this by providing seat 

cushion bottoms with molded-on belts that are randomly positioned for each seat. 

 
 

Along with the interior assembly sequence are two pieces that are actually on the outside of the 

vehicle – the photo-etch rear step and a storage bin located on the rear deck. The kit storage bin 

was replaced with a photo-etch assembly from the Voyager set. This has a workable lid that 

allowed the bin to be positioned in the open position and have all sorts of things stuffed inside it. 

  

The quilted areas on the interior walls and ceiling were painted with Gunze Sangyo H61 IJN 

Grey, while the seats were done in Tamiya XF-61 German Grey with black seat harnesses. The 

instrument panel was sprayed in Gunze Sangyo H404 Khaki Brown, which contrasted well with 

the exterior color. The communications equipment was painted Gunze Sangyo H319 Green. Most 

of the interior components were then dry-brushed with Model Master Afrika Dunkelgrau. 

Exterior. 
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The engine grill and front bumper are assembled and attached to the vehicle. Here the Voyager 

set provides detail parts for both to refine the look. One notable improvement over the plastic part 

is the photo-etch step which is located under the front bumper. The Blast resin base for the arm 

was primered and attached to the right side of the front bumper. This part provided more detail 

than the kit parts, but took some fitting to get it to sit properly at the end of the bumper. The 

control cabling for the arm control box located on the front bumper was done using solder wire 

and these wires were run behind the arm base. The kit supplies a photo-etch engine hood grill, as 

does the Voyager set. The Blast set provides you a resin grill, but it’s a solid piece with no 

openings behind the vents. 

 
 

Once the interior tub and ceiling/sidewalls were built and painted, upper half was attached to the 

tub, followed by the engine hood. On the actual vehicle, there is a prominent lip where the upper 

and lower hull meet, but this isn’t molded into the kit. In order to give the illusion of the lip, a 

strip of Archer’s raised panel line decal was placed along the seam line. 

 

Exterior details 

The Buffalo uses non-rigid mud flaps, and Bronco has done a nice job of molding a convincing 

drape to the flaps. These are attached to the sides of the vehicle with separate mounting posts. 

The roof contains six hatches, which can be poised open or closed.  
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Given the limited amount and size of the openings for light to enter and viewing the interior, I 

positioned most of the hatches open.  Buffalos are often seen with a ladder strapped to the side of 

the vehicle over the rear fender. The kit supplies one, but the Voyager set provides their photo-

etch version. This ladder is a rather fiddly to assemble, but you end up with a much more realistic 

aluminum ladder. This was later attached to the fender using some strips of metal foil and spare 

brackets. 

 

The exhaust and muffler are located along the right side of the vehicle. The muffler is surrounded 

by a heat shield, which the kit provides as a photo-etch part. The Voyager set also gives you one, 

but there’s not much difference between the two. Once the shield was rolled into a semi-circle, it 

fit perfectly around the muffler. 

 

The kit gives you three different diameters of rubber line to use for the various applications of 

plumbing and wiring, but I found it a pain to use. It was just too floppy to work with and didn’t 

seem to take glue too well. For the cable on the spare tire wenches each side of the vehicle, light-

weight nylon fishing line was used. 

 

A Rhino IED detector is located at the left front bumper. This is also supplied in the kit, but for 

added detail I used the Voyager set to replace the kit parts. This went together fairly easily, except 

that I found that folding a perfectly square tube is not the easiest of tasks. Once installed, some 

black insulated wire was used for the cabling. In addition to the flood lights provided in the kit, I 

added four additional resin lights from the Blast set. In photos these can be found positioned just 

about anywhere on the vehicle. 

 

The rear deck was then put together. This includes the entry door, of which there is only one 

(open or closed) and the entry ladder (folded or extended). The Blast set also contains a 

rectangular box that goes on the deck opposite that of the storage bin. I have no idea what this is 

for, but it added to the coolness factor of the model. 

 

Antennas 

This to me is where the Buffalo gets much of its identity. It has enough antennas to be mistaken 

for a Cold War Russian trawler. The instructions have antenna diagrams for Army, USMC and a 

French vehicle (although the decal sheet also comes with Canadian markings). Between what you 

get in the kit and the Voyager antenna set, you have a plethora of choices. 
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I went with a mix of a satellite antenna, two Duke Antennas, the domed GPS antenna and a couple 

of whip antennas on the rear. Looking at photos you can find just about any configuration. With 

the exception of the satellite antenna supplied in the kit, the Voyager set was used for the rest. 

Most everything went together smoothly, but the Voyager photo-etch dome antenna mount on 

the side of the hull had to be modified to get it to sit flush onto the side. 

 
The Arm 

The excavation arm is what makes the Buffalo the Buffalo. Construction was straight-forward, 

but care was needed to make sure all the various parts were in alignment as each section of the 

arm went together. The entire arm assembly is designed to extend/retract, but for added stability 

and strength I just glued each segment into position. The kit simplifies some details on the arm 

and omits others altogether. Brackets which support much of the plumbing are molded-on, which 

is completely unusable if you wish to make the lines at all realistic. These were removed and 

replaced with photo-etch and scratch-built pieces. A number of hydraulic connections were 

missing and were made-up from styrene tubing. Instead of using the kit provided rubber line, all 

the hydraulic lines were constructed from solder wire or insulated wire. The wire for the TV 

camera atop the arm was simply made from thin insulated wire wrapped around a drill bit. The 

spindle at the base of the arm assembly where it would have mounted on the kit arm base was cut 

off, as it wasn’t needed when using the resin arm base. As there was no positive way to attach the 

arm to the resin arm base, a hole was drilled into the base and a short length of brass tubing 

inserted and glued into position. The brass tube fit snugly into the base of the arm and once glued 

in position, provided a rigid support for the arm. 
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Painting and Final Bits 

These vehicles are typically seen in the ubiquitous desert sand color of U.S. military vehicles. A 

good match for this is Model Master U.S. Army/Marines Gulf Armor Sand. Once the model was 

mostly complete, all the openings were masked-off and a pre-shade coat of Model Master Raw 

Sienna was sprayed over the model. This was intended to provide a shading effect for the 

following U.S. Army/Marines Gulf Armor Sand color, but when I sprayed that on I got a little 

over-zealous and managed to obliterate much of the intended effect. Lesson learned. 

 

The base color was then post-shaded with Model Master Sand. Once this was done, the long 

process of painting all the details commenced. This was all done with by spraying, hand-brushing 

or a combination of the two. The tires and mud flaps were painted in Model Master U.S. Army 

Helo Drab, which is a nice shade for these rubber-like components. Once the detail painting was 

done, the pre-painted stowage pieces could be added and where needed, fastened down with straps 

made from metal foil or strips of Tamiya tape. Decals are provided for three versions and the U.S. 

Army version seemed to be the most interesting of the bunch. These vehicles tend not to see much 

in the way of severe weathering, but some photos show vehicles with some chipping around the 

front end and stowage baskets. So I added a bit using some gray paint dabbed on with a fine 

sponge.  Once all the painting was done and stowage in place, the model was sprayed with Alclad 

Klear Kote Flat. Once dry it was given a wash of Raw Umber oil paint. The masking was then 

removed and the windows were set in place.  
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The fit was so good that they were simply pressed into place without the use of any glue. The 

final act was to use the set of SKP lenses for the Buffalo, which replaced all the lighting and 

reflector lenses. These added an incredibly realistic look to the model that can’t be duplicated 

with paint. 

 

Final Thoughts 

This is a great kit and overall the parts fit and level of detail were very good. Bronco choose to 

omit a number of prominent details, which is curious, considering the overall level of detail in 

the kit. Still being a bit of a tyro when it comes to armor modeling, I found this kit to be quite 

challenging in a number of ways. Some of the assemblies were rather complex and at times the 

instructions didn’t help matters any. But these were issues that were overcome and didn’t detract 

from the enjoyment I had with this kit. I’d be reluctant to recommend this kit to the novice 

modeler, but it will be a pleasant challenge to the intermediate armor builder. 
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We would like to thank Tamiya Model Magazine International for permission to reprint Mark’s 

article. TMMI is available at most Hobby Shops and be sure to visit on-line at 

http://tamiyamodelmagazine.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://tamiyamodelmagazine.com/
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And now a message from AVG 

The IPMS Antelope Valley Group 

 

My name is Tracy Ackeret, I am the current President of the IPMS antelope Valley Chapter. We are 

located in Region 8 near Edwards Air Force Base. Each year we put on a contest that is held at the 

local Jr College. 

  

This year we are hosting the Region 8 regionals. There are 2 reasons for this email: First and foremost 

I would like to invite any interested parties from your chapter to join us at our contest. It is being held 

the last Saturday of Oct, the 28th. I have included one of our fliers. We would love to have some of your 

members join us for our contest. Second, this being the regionals we are wanted to put on a good show. 

Normally we fund our contests from our treasury. As you know putting on a contest can get a bit pricey 

so I am reaching out to other chapters to see if we might be able to get your chapter to sponsor one or 

more of our classes. Our plan is to engrave the name of the class sponsor on the trophies so your 

chapter would get some exposure from that. The trophies we are getting are quite nice, they are acrylic 

about ¾ inch thick with a wavy edge. The cost of each class is $45. In return, as would be expected 

our chapter has agreed that we would help out in the future if/when your chapter does another contest.  

  

By the way myself and several of our members were at your last contest and had a great time I know 

that I for one will be at this year’s contest. I know it’s a lot of work to put on a contest, as well as money, 

but I wanted you to know that we do appreciate your chapter putting on your last contest.  

  

Thanks for your time and hope to hear from you.  

V/R 

Tracy 

  

Tracy L Ackeret 

Chief Range Operations  

NASA Armstrong Flight Research Center (AFRC) 

Dryden Aeronautical Test Range (DATR) 

661-276-2741 Desk 

661-271-7132 Work Cell 

760-514-6025 Home Cell 

tracy.l.ackeret@nasa.gov 
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Model Club Meetings in the SoCal Area
Latest Changes to the clubs 

 

Southern California Area Historical 

Miniatures Society SCAHMS 

Changed meeting days 

Meets the 2nd Saturday of every other Month 

Next meetings Jun, Aug, Oct, Dec  

La Quinta Inns & Suites 

3 Centerpointe Dr. 

La Palma, CA 90623 

Meeting from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Outcast Model Builders 

(Formerly the Tamiya Model Club hosted by Richard Poulsen) 

Meets: 2nd Friday of the month. 7:00 pm till whenever 

Location: 1558 "C" South Anaheim Blvd., Anaheim, California. 92805 

Contact: Derek Collins, derek_collins68@msn.com 

No dues, its FREEEEEEEEE but donations are always welcome!! 

 

IPMS San Diego Model Car Club 

Meets the 3rd Tuesday of each month 

San Diego Auto Museum / Balboa Park    

2080 Pan America Plaza 

San Diego, CA 

 
IPMS Orange County 

Meets the 3rd Friday of each month 

La Quinta Inns & Suites 

3 Centerpointe Dr. 

La Palma, CA 90623 

Doors open at 7:00 p.m. till 10:00 p.m. 

Non-member fee $7 First visit free. 
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Model Club Meetings in the SoCal Area
 
IPMS Inland Empire 
Meets on the 1st Wednesday of each month 

Pegasus Hobbies 

5515 Moreno Street 

Montclair, CA  91763 

Doors open at 6:30 pm and go till about 9:00 pm  

There is no charge for first meeting then $5 
 
 
 

 

Pasadena Scale Modelers Society 
Meets on the 4th Friday of each month 

American Legion Hall 

179 N. Vinedo 

East Pasadena, CA 

Doors open 7:00 p.m. 

There is a $5 donation at the meeting 

 
Pendleton AMPS 
Meets on the 3rd Saturday of each month 

The American Legion 

La Mesa Post # 282 

8118 University Ave. 

La Mesa, Ca. 91944 

Doors open at 11:00 a.m. to about whenever 

$5 dues which includes lunch   

ljapr@verizon.net 

951-805-2541

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:ljapr@verizon.net
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Model Club Meetings in the SoCal Are
 
IPMS South Orange County   
The Insane Modeling Posse 
Meets on the 4th Saturday of each month 

Norman P. Murray Center   

24932 Veterans Way 

Mission Viejo, CA 92692 

Contact Terry Huber thuber1967@yahoo.com 

This is a build session style meeting 

First meeting free then $5 dues 

8:00 am till 2:00 pm 

 
SoCal Amps 
Armor Modeling Preservation Society 
Meets the 2nd Saturday of each month 

Frye Sign Company 

12818 Nutwood St. Garden Grove CA     

4:00 p.m. to around 9:00 p.m. 

Bring some chairs.  No-fee meeting 

 

Ship Modelers Association – SMA    

Meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month 

American Red Cross Building 

1207 N. Lemon St. Fullerton, CA 92835 

In Hillcrest Park 7:00 p.m. 

 
Sprue Cutters Model Club 
Brookhurst Hobbies 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.   

Brookhurst Hobbies 

12188 Brookhurst Street  

Garden Grove, CA 92840  

Phone: (714) 636-3580 

No charge to attend 

info@brookhursthobbies.com 

 
 

 

mailto:thuber1967@yahoo.com
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Model Club Meetings in the SoCal Area
 
IPMS San Diego 

Meets the last Friday of each month at    

Girl Scouts San Diego 

1231 Upas St.  San Diego, CA 

Use Richmond St. entrance to Upas   

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. till 10:00 p.m. 

Adult first visit is free and then $4.00 

 
 

Secret Society of Model Builders 

Meets the 2nd Sunday of each month at the 

Game Empire 

7051 Claremont Mesa Blvd 

Suite 306 San Diego, CA 

Doors open at 6:00 p.m. till about 9:00 p.m. 

Adults are $5

 

Los Angeles Miniaturists Society 

LAMS Meets the 1st Saturday of each month   

Veterans of Foreign Wars building  

1006 W. Magnolia Blvd. 

Burbank, CA  91506  

Meeting starts around 9:00 a.m. till 12:30 

Frequent demonstrations. Nonmember $5 

 

Temecula Valley Model Club 
Meets on the 2nd Saturday of each month   

Kay Ceniceros Center 

29995 Evans Road, Menifee, CA 92586   

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon 

Contact ljapr@verizon.net 
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Upcoming Events 
 

2018 IPMS National Convention 

IPMS Phoenis Craig Hewitt Chapter 
No need to email yet, still setting up everything. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday August 20, 2017 
The First Occasional Airfix Model Aero plane Contest 

Military Hobbies 

830 East Lincoln Avenue 

Orange CA 92865 

Open to all modelers 

Noon to 3:00 pm 

Entries are limited to aircraft models built from Airfix kits 

 

Saturday October 28, 2017 
Desert Classic XXI 

The Antelope Valley Group IPMS AVG 

Antelope Valley College 

3041 W. Avenue K 

Lancaster, CA 

9:00 am to 4:30 pm 

Curtis Stidham (661) 267-0089 cbstidham@sbcglobal.net 

 

mailto:cbstidham@sbcglobal.net
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Upcoming Events 

 

Saturday November 4, 2017  
IPMS Phoenix Craig Hewitt presents 

ModelZona 2017 

Commemorative Air Force Air Base Arizona  

2017 N. Greenfield Road, Mesa, AZ, 85215 

10:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Wendell Rogers (480) 797-9592  

tex36th@aim.com (link sends e-mail)  
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