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Newsletter Addendum 

February 12, 2017 

Editor’s Note: Here in the newsroom we 

received an article from Sean Fallesen after 

the Newsletter was sent out.  Usually it 

would be put into next month’s edition but 

the article deals with the Shelf of Doom this 

month’s theme for the monthly contest.  It is 

a great read and you will relate I’m sure.  

Here it is below so you do not have to go 

through the entire newsletter again to find 

it.  Enjoy.  TH 

 

Sam Spudowski and the 

Shelf of Doom! 
Sam pulled and tilted the box gently, careful not to cause 

the five cockeyed models stacked on top of it to collapse.  He cringed as a precariously perched 

Wellington slid for a brief, horrible moment before catching a masked-off gear strut in the 

empty turret hole of a Panzer IV Ausf. C.  The momentary relief was immediately supplanted 

with a brief thought of bewilderment about the absent turret, and how something of that size 

could still be missing after five years.  Or was it six?  Hmm… Started that one for the 70th 

Anniversary of the Blitz theme, so 2009… well shoot, make that eight years! 

Extracted box in-hand, he took a breath and let out a puff of air to blow the layer of dust away, 

but went into a coughing fit after inhaling a little too soon for the cloud to clear.  And that was 

only the loosest of the dust.  Rag, where’s a rag… ah, there it is.... 
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Sam Spudowski and the 

Shelf of Doom! 

Though still a bit dull and gritty-feeling, at least the now-wiped box (and hands) shouldn’t be 

getting dust on anything else.  Setting it on a recently cleared space on his cluttered modeling 

bench, Sam removed the ill-fitting and distorted top, warped between the oddly distributed 

weight of the models staked above it and the partially-assembled-till-the-box-won’t-quite-close-

all-the-way fuselage inside. 

 

Lifting the plane out and fearing the worst for its long period of applied weight, he carefully 

checked its head-on alignment.  He uttered an audible sigh of relief seeing that, miraculously, 

the vertical stabilizer was still… well, vertical.  Likewise the horizontal ones were… well, not 

truly horizontal, but with their proper symmetrical dihedral.  The wings, of course, were not 

aligned – they lying flat on the bottom of the box, the kit having been set aside before attaching 

them (and rendering the model too large to fit in the box at all.)  Canopy – already on and 

masked.  Still masked… well, a Q-Tip with some Windex ought to take care of it… let’s not 

remove and repeat what’s already done. 

  

The engines, still attached to their sprues but fully detailed and painted, lay inside a neatly 

folded paper towel.  Gear… still on sprues and unpainted.  Okay, I hadn’t gotten to those yet.  

No big deal. – Sam usually preferred to deal with those while painting, decaling, and 

weathering the overall body of his aircraft (Unless, like that Wellington, they absolutely had to 

be installed before closing up the fuselage or wings).  Speaking of decals, they were at the 

bottom of the box, tucked into the instruction sheet.  All present and accounted for. 

Though there might be more assembly and painting still required on this compared to the 

sidelined projects that had been stacked on top of it, at least this one wouldn’t need to have a 

coat of dust scrubbed off the plastic itself. 

  

Sam picked up the starboard wing and dry-fit it to the fuselage.  Nice, very nice… probably 

won’t need any filler.  Holding the wing and turning the model sideways to test fit the other 

wing, Sam flinched as a horizontal stabilizer suddenly fell to the floor.  He’d left them simply 

dry-fitted?  No… a closer look proved that it had been cemented; the joint had simply become 

brittle over the years and abruptly let go.  Oh, that’s right, he mused.  That was when I used to 

follow that advice to “use glue sparingly”.   
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Sam Spudowski and the 

Shelf of Doom! 

A few minutes later and it was back on, drenched with enough Tamiya extra-thin cement to 

prevent that from ever happening again; the port-side stabilizer was likewise treated to keep it 

from getting any similar ideas. 

   

He set the fuselage down for a moment to get a wider view, and to free up fingers to scratch the 

back of his left hand and wrist where some of that dust had settled.  Suddenly he paused, 

spotting something that only now caught the light at the right angle to see.  A faint, hairline 

crack along the top of the fuselage, just barely visible but sure to show through whatever paint 

gets applied – just as it showed through the bit of primer already present.  Cleaned up before, 

obviously, but a cracked seam is not so surprising after such a long hiatus. 

  

A quick drag of Zap-A-Gap with a sharpened toothpick, a dab of accelerator, and some 

sanding… a quick spray with primer… and time to shut down for the night, to let it dry, and to 

give a good scrub to his increasingly itchy skin. 

 

A clean fuselage seam and perfectly aligned and permanently-affixed stabilizers greeted him the 

next night, and wing fitting resumed.  It turned out the port wing showed signs of cementing 

and removal, and it didn’t fit as nicely as the starboard had the previous night.  In fact, the 

starboard wing also showed its own very faint signs.  Sam didn’t recall having pulled the wings 

off back in the day, but the damage was minimal… “Use cement sparingly,” he whispered with 

a chuckle. 

  

With both wings now dry-fitted… a little sanding of the old glue spots… okay, good to go.  

Sam made with the Tamiya extra-thin again, carefully set the model on a jury-rigged support of 

paint bottles and boxes to keep it all perfectly aligned – double and triple checked – and headed 

off to a movie.  Nice model… why didn’t I finish it before? Back from the movie a few hours 

later (late enough that he should just go to bed, but the sequencing of this project beckoned…) 

he was back at it.  Good, solid wing connection… just a touch of filler on that port wing root… 

excellent!  Primer on the whole thing, and to bed just before 2 AM, having fought airbrush 

clogs the whole time, and dunking the whole device in a large jar of lacquer thinner before 

shuffling off, frustrated at the hassle but thrilled at the thought of getting the actual paint colors 

started the next …  well, technically, later the same day.   
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Sam Spudowski and the 

Shelf of Doom! 

Ducking out of work right at quitting time, Sam eagerly fished the airbrush out of the jar, wiped 

it down, re-assembled it, and thinned and loaded the first paint color.  He started the coat of 

light gray, pleased as punch to have gotten to this major milestone.  He rolled the plane to bring 

the bottom color up the fuselage sides… 

And abruptly stopped short.  The fuselage spine.  Cracked again.  

  

Sam set down his airbrush, grateful that at least he had caught it early enough in the painting 

process that he still had adequate unpainted surfaces to hold the model while re-fixing the seam.  

Quickly, quickly… before the paint in the airbrush dries too much… done and ready to spray 

again… oh, good, no clogs! 

Sam applied several coats of light gray to the fuselage top in between coverage of the underside, 

in lieu of opening up the primer again.  Enough to make it opaque, and prove that the crack was 

gone.  Another later-than-expected night, but error fixed again and back on track. 

 

The next two days brought two additional colors to the model, then a coat of gloss.  Dried and 

ready, Sam gave it one more thorough examination from every angle, looking for any sign of 

rough spots in the gloss, paint glitches… but really just to admire his own work.  Nice.  Clean.  

Cleaner than it will ever be again, once weathering and dull coating commence.  “Okay,” Sam 

muttered with a grin, “let’s get this show on the road.”   

 

Sam turned his head and reached with his left hand to pick up his usual water dish, while setting 

the aircraft gently down with his right.  Back into the same inverted box top that it had been 

perched in while drying.  Straight back down...   

Thunk. 

Sam froze. 

Can’t be. 

He turned his head slowly, afraid of what he’d see.   

It was a spray paint can.  One of those short hobby-type ones, but nevertheless tall enough to 

catch a wing before the model was back down into its box top nest.  A spray can Sam could’ve 

sworn was not there just a second ago.  With a sinking feeling, he lifted it to the light… 

Sure enough, the spine was cracked again. 
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Sam Spudowski and the 

Shelf of Doom! 

Sam entertained a fleeting thought to see how well a plastic airplane could fly across a room 

with a cracked fuselage, but calmed himself just in time with a deep sigh and committed to 

doing the right thing, and set back into fixing the seam.  Again.  Serves me right for thinking I 

could multi-task. 

 

Another week later and it was time for decals again.  A whole week delay.  A full seven 

additional days longer than he’d been wanting to work on this one, and running right up to the 

wire at that.  There’d be barely enough time to get the weathering and dull coating on before the 

meeting.  Already he’d decided on what shortcuts could be taken, how it must be sequenced; 

how he’d take it to work the next day and perform key tasks during breaks and lunch, and even 

just before getting in the car to drive home, so it could dry during the drive home.   There was 

no more time left for any delay.  But it could be done.   

 

Dish of hot water and paper towels ready.  Setting solution, Q-tips, and tweezers, check.  

Scissors, X-acto, and cutting mat, check.  Clean desk space, no obstructions, check.  Sam 

gingerly carried the box-nested aircraft with both hands and set it on the table.  Pulling out the 

instruction sheet, he withdrew the decal sheet from its hiding place between the pages.  Looking 

over the decal positioning guide on the now-face-down instruction booklet, Sam made his 

choice for the first decal he’d apply. 

   

He rubbed the decal sheet between his fingers to dislodge the thin sheet of paper that covered it.  

Trying a little harder to no result, he looked for tape along the edges.  Seeing none, he set it on 

his cutting mat and brought out the tweezers.  

  

Sam fished up a corner of the tissue and pulled up, but his force proved inadequate.  Pulling a 

bit harder… no.  The corner was bent up enough, so Sam set aside the tweezers and used his 

fingers to get a good, solid grip.  Pull and… 

Riiiiip! 
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Sam Spudowski and the 

Shelf of Doom! 

The tissue tore in two prongs, split to either side of the national marking nearest the sheet’s 

corner.  Frayed fibers protruded from patch of tissue completely bonded to the decal film.  

Between decals, the tissue came away easily.  But at each and every actual decal…  

 

There’s a new king of the hill.  No longer able to fit, even partially, in its own box, the plane 

now perches atop the Wellington, back in its old home on the Shelf of Doom! 

***************************************************************************** 

 

So, our February presentation theme is “Tales from the Shelf of Doom.”  We’re encouraging 

everyone to bring stories, and better still, actual models from your shelf of doom, for an 

extended show and tell exhibit.  No, you don’t have to clean them off – it actually helps with 

the discussion - though we might request some help with wiping down the hotel’s tables if 

they’ve shed too much dust! 

 

Let’s hear all about it: those projects that got sidelined and why – if you can even remember!  

Silly reasons are just as entertaining as big critical failures.  “The Most Interesting Modeler In 

The World” doesn’t have a shelf of doom, but I suspect the rest of us do… or will.  So let’s 

have a rousing discussion, ideas for fixing what can be fixed, some honest admission of 

sidetracks and missteps, and most of all a lighthearted evening of laughing with each other over 

IPMS Orange County’s Tales from the Shelf of Doom! SF 
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Meeting Notice & Agenda 
Date:  February 17, 2017 

Theme: The Shelf of Doom 

Doors Open: 7:00 p.m. or earlier 

Meeting: 7:30 to 10:00 p.m. 

Location: La Quinta Inn & Suites 

3 Centerpointe Drive 

La Palma, CA 90623 

Right Off the 91 Fwy at Valley View

 

2017 Chapter Officers 

 

President   David Frederick 
 

1st Vice President Sean Fallesen~ 

 

2nd Vice President David O’ Barr  
 

Treasurer        Jeff Hunter~ 
 

Secretary        Nat Richards~ 
 

Contest Director Derek Collins~ 

  

Volunteers 
Chapter Contact      Nat Richards   

     (949) 631-7142 
        ocipms@aol.com 
  

Newsletter Editor      Terry Huber 
        (714) 544-8908 

      thuber1967@yahoo.com 
 

Webmaster      Julian English 

    julianenglish65@gmail.com 
 

Mail IPMS Orange County

 Club Website www.ipmsoc.org 

       P.O. Box 913     
       Garden Grove, CA  92842 National Website  

ocipms@aol.com    www.ipmsusa.org 

 

 

mailto:ocipms@aol.com
mailto:thuber1967@yahoo.com
mailto:julianenglish65@gmail.com
http://www.ipmsoc.org/
mailto:ocipms@aol.com
http://www.ipmsusa.org/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=M9CFZLykfW12fM&tbnid=vNzqgAMKfF4oCM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.freecodesource.com/wallpapers/wallpaper/California-Republic-Flag/?f=category&ei=knLDUtS0C-OO2wXxqoDABw&bvm=bv.58187178,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNEXXlgHfl0VJDi-Ho0xN8oeRfyFyA&ust=1388626933869506
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Orange County Themes for 2017 

January 20th - OUT OF THE BOX ONLY 

Anything built out of the box with no aftermarket parts. Built using only what came inside the 

box. Decals optional. 

February 17th - THE SHELF OF DOOM 

Build or finish a kit that you never thought you would start or complete because you lost 

interest or ran into a problem. 

March 17th - TAMIYA VS HASEGAWA 

Who's the best? Build the best model you can from either company. Best Tamiya Model and 

Best Hasegawa Model will receive an award. 

April 21st - SOMETHING ENGLISH  

Build a model of anything English. Including Scotland and Ireland. 

May 19th - BUILD NIGHT (No Monthly Contest in May, Build Night Only) 

Bring a kit to work on and have some fun with other club members building. 

June 16th - FIRST OR LAST 

The first or last of something. The first Abrams tank. The last F4 Phantom. Last to use a radial 

engine. First to use a jet engine, etc. 

July 21st - CLASSIC PLASTIC 

Build the oldest model you have in your stash. 

August 18th - WHEN I WAS A KID 

Build the model that was your favorite from when you were a kid 

September 15th - SOMETHING GERMAN 

Build a model of anything from Germany 
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Orange County Themes for 2017 

October 20th - CONVERSIONS 

Build a model of something you normally could not get. Make a conversion from an existing kit 

to make a different version 

November 17th - UNEXPECTED 

Build a model of something you never expected to be released as a model kit 

December 15th - SOMETHING FRENCH 

Build a model of anything French. 

JANUARY 19th 2018 - IT'S ALL ABOUT THE FUN 

Build a model of your favorite subject. Something you enjoy the most building. 

ORANGECON 2017 - SEVEN 

Anything with the number seven in it or that has something about it related to the number 

seven.  (This one is a killer everyone, think about the 7. Ed.) 

Hope to see you there.  DC 
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From Our Treasurer 
Financial Statistics for the meeting in January 2017 

 

Editor’s note:  There are no financials this month as our Treasurer 

is down in Jamaica gambling with it, no, no I mean down with a bad 

cold.  The statement will be available next month. 
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Membership is of great importance, both here at the level of the local chapter as well as the 

National level.  As a long time member I can highly recommend the expenditure of the additional 

dollars to become a member of the national organization. 

 

With membership come six copies of the IPMS Journal publication which is better than ever, and 

the right to participate at the IPMS National Convention contest. The subscription to the Journal 

alone is worth the cost of joining. 

 

A copy of the membership application is below or available on our website, or at the IPMS / USA 

website address, www.ipmsusa.org.  Complete the form and return it to the address listed at the 

bottom of the form along with your method of payment. 

  

                                                                

 

 
                                                                      

http://www.ipmsusa.org/
http://www.ipmsoc.org/ipmsoc.htm
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Membership Renewal Form 

Below is the new and improved Membership and Renewal form.  Print this page, fill 

it out and bring it to the meeting.  It is also available on-line at www.ipmsoc.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.ipmsoc.org/
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Editor’s Column at 

IPMS ORANGE COUNTY 

By Terry Huber 
In this edition we have a couple of Part 2 articles.  First up Foster 

Rash continues with his Arizona Adventure, Derek Collins 

finishes his Part 2 of the Double-Double contests he attended.  

Your Editor then takes you to Panamint Springs CA and the Jedi 

Transition at Rainbow Canyon.  Julian English finishes up on a 

report from the Secret Society model contest WinterFest from El 

Cajon CA. I hope you enjoy this edition. 

 

Here is a photo below from my recent trip to Rainbow Canyon to 

prove the drought is over in California.  And do not let anyone tell 

you differently.  This is at Interstate 15 and US 395 interchange.  

Those mountains are the Big Bear, Mt. Baldy, Arrowhead range. 
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Distressed Kit Auction - DKA 
Next DKA will be at the June 16th meeting.  Please bring in your worked on or 

“everything there” kits for donation.  Actually we pretty much take anything, worked 

on, missing decals, one part gone, almost completed, you get the idea. Time to thin 

the herd a little bit, you may never build it. Thanks.  See you there. 

 

IPMS OC Meeting Candid Photos 
By Bob Penikas 
Commentary by you know who. 

All comments are strictly for entertainment purposes only and nothing is intended. Ed. 

 

Incoming Contest Director Derek Collins at 

left explains a few ground rules while David 

Frederick club President wishes he was at a 

Sandal’s Resort. 

 

 

 

 

 

At far left is Jeff Hunter listening in 

while Jim Nunn asks “And where in the 

hell does 

this go?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At right, Bob Zmuda brings up the Piccolo section during 

his Conductor’s demonstration? 
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IPMS OC Meeting Candid Photos 
 

David Okamura at far left looks over 

the member’s badges for 2017 while 

Nat Richards and Reed West help 

out.  I know what you are thinking, “I 

a don need no steenking batches”. 

 

 
 

Club 1st Vice President Sean Fallesen brings the congregation to order and asks that we all pray 

that your current model build turns out to be a success.  Joining in that prayer is from L-R Mark 

Glidden, Steve Taylor, Sean, Bruce Openshaw, and the Duke. Actually I have no idea what this 

was….looks like a panel discussion on the merits of Windex. 
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~Membership Renewal~ 
Michael Bare is accepting applications for renewal and new members this month. Renew early 

this time and get it out of the way. Don’t be like your Editor that sometimes does not renew 

until June.  Save money, renew now. Do it now! Go do it! 

 

Addendum to Last Month’s Newsletter 
During my computer recovery and reconfigure last month I 

had inadvertently set aside two photos from Nat Richards 

and his article on Storing Your Stash.  The first picture 

depicts Nat’s storage locker and wall damage.  The next 

photo shows the happy reunion of Nat’s “Precious” kits.  

Glad there was a happy ending there. (Ed.) 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

~NEWS FLASH~ 

A huge thank you to Joe LoMusio for overhauling the IPMS Orange County website along with 

setting it up and running it for the last several years.  Being the Webmaster for the club Joe 

completely modernized it into what it is today.  Joe has recently handed off the Webmaster 

duties to Julian English.  He is all setup and ready to go after a rundown by Joe.  Look for many 

exciting things to come under Julian. Check it out here.  http://www.ipmsoc.org/ 

 

http://www.ipmsoc.org/
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Member and Modeler of the Year – MOTY 

If you would like to participate in the Member and Modeler of the Year Awards 

the tables below will explain the points that can be accumulated for the different volunteer 

activities listed for the club.  Below are the different categories and points assigned to those 

activities if you are interested.  
 

 ~For Member of the Year~ 
 

Doing a Club presentation program     5 points 

Contributing a Newsletter item of more than a half-page  3 points 

Accepting a Nomination to serve as a Chapter Officer  3 points 

Participating in IPMSOC Make & Take or Table Info event 3 points 

Referring a person to become an IPMS National member  3 points 

Referring a person to become a new member to IPMS OC 2 points 

Supporting IPMS Club displays      2 points 

OrangeCon Trophy packages sold (each)    2 points 

Speaking about a Show & Tell Item     1 point 

Contributing a Newsletter item of a half-page or less  1 point 

Working at OrangeCon – 2 hour shift Min    1 point 

Maximum amount during OrangeCon     5 points 

 

~For Modeler of the Year~ 

Entering one or more models in the Monthly Contest  1 point 

Placing in the Monthly Contest 

 Judges Choice award      5 points 

 Theme award       4 points 

 First Place        3 points 

 Second Place       2 points 

 Third Place        1 point 

 

~Notice from your Contest Director ~ 

I plan to award bonus points for Member of The Year to members who enter and win model 

contests outside our own monthly contest.  

 1 Bonus point plus the normal club contest point scheme for any outside contest winner 

 2 Bonus points for OrangeCon winners 

 3 Bonus points for IPMS Nationals winners 

 For example: 1st place win at outside contest=4 points, 1st place at OrangeCon=5 points, 

1st place at Nationals=6 points 
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IPMS OC Contest Table 

By Derek Collins 
I'd like to remind everyone about the topics we touched on last month. I hope Sir David and Sean 

will leave us a bit of time so that we can discuss these topics and hopefully make some decisions. 

This is your call out. If these topics hit a nerve with you then please make sure to bring your 

thoughts on these subjects to the February meeting. Now is your time to be heard. 

Member & Modeler of the Year, MOTY: 

At our December meeting it was suggested to me that a point be awarded for entering a contest 

outside of our own monthly contest. In the past you could only win points for an outside contest 

if you won 1st, 2nd, 3rd or a "Special" award. So, I worked out a new point’s scheme and at the 

January 2017 E-Board meeting I took this suggestion to the board. 
 

A few of our E-Board members question why these points are going to Member of the Year and 

not to Modeler of the Year. In addition a few members expressed concern that maybe Member of 

the Year and Modeler of the Year points have outlived their usefulness and that IPMS OC should 

do away with MOTY altogether. 
 

With that I invite you to consider these questions. 1) Should we do away with MOTY? 2) Should 

entering an outside contest go to earning points for Member or Modeler of the Year? Bring your 

opinion to the February meeting where we will discuss these topics and hopefully reach a decision 

everyone will be happy with. 

Out of the Box (OOTB) rules & OrangeCon: 
Recently I received an email from a member requesting that IPMS OC adopt the same set of rules 

put forth by IPMS USA for the OOTB category. This member quoted to me in the email the IPMS 

OC rule as printed on our website and the rule as printed on the IPMS USA website. I am not 

100% sure what rule is correct so my response to that member was that this is not a decision I can 

make on my own and that it would need to be discussed by the E-Board. At the January 2017 E-

Board meeting I brought the concerns of this member to the E-Board. These are the points of 

interest brought up during the discussion. 

 

A - OrangeCon does follow all of the applicable rules set forth by IPMS USA with regard to the 

categories we include in OrangeCon. Our IPMS OC rules may be worded differently but the intent 

of the rule is the same. 

 

B - IPMS USA is currently re-writing the OOTB rules to go into effect in 2018. 
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IPMS OC Contest Table 

C - Some of our E-Board members voiced the suggestion that IPMS OC should remove the OOTB 

category completely from the category list for future OrangeCon shows sighting that the OOTB 

category is too hard to control properly given the amount of what used to be considered 

aftermarket parts now included in some kits.   

With these thoughts in mind I would like you to think about this as there will be an open 

discussion on this topic at the upcoming February meeting. 
 

On the IPMS OC Contest Table, January 20, 2017 
Advanced Division      

 

Dan Matthews, 1/72 

F4J Phantom II, 

1st Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julian English, 1/72 F4U-1 

Corsair, 2nd Place 
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Jim Teahan, 1/48 Chinese JL-9, 

3rd Place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Fleming, 1/72 Japanese Hayabusa 

(Oscar) 

 

 

Craig Elliot, 1/76 M3A1 Halftrack 

 

      

     Mark Deliduka, 1/72 Sport Fishing Boat 
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Mark Deliduka, 1/72 RA-5C Vigilante 
 

 

        

 

 

           Mark Deliduka, 1/72 F-8 Crusader 

 
 

Mark Deliduka, 1/72 K5 Leopold Railgun 

 

 

 

Mark Deliduka, 1/72 BM-30 Smerch 
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Mark Deliduka, 1/72 Pershing 

II Missile 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Deliduka, 1/72 JGSDF 

Patriot Pac II 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Deliduka, 1/72 JGSDF MCV 

Prototype 
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Masters Division 

 
Dennis Henry, 1/72 A-7 Corsair II, 1st Place 

 

Bob Bolton, 1/24 Ford Ranger Truck, 

2nd Place 

 
 

Bob Bolton, 1/500 Flying Cloud, 

3rd Place 

 

 
 

Bob Bolton, 1/350 Luna Rocket 
 

 

 

 



IPMS ORANGE COUNTY Newsletter 

February 2017       

 

 

 

 

 
 

24 

 

 

 

Bob Bolton, 1/48 Martian War Machine 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Julian English, 1/72 A6M5 

Zero, Judges Choice & Theme 

Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Unknown Modeler, 1/144 RF110 Night Fighter 

 

 



IPMS ORANGE COUNTY Newsletter 

February 2017       

 

 

 

 

 
 

25 

Contest Entries and Results-January 
Theme: "Out of the Box Only" 

Total number of Modelers: 9 

Total number of entries: 20 

 

Masters Division: 

Dennis Henry  1/72 A-7 Corsair II_____________________1st 

Bob Bolton   1/24 Ford Ranger Truck_________________2nd 

    1/500 Flying Cloud______________________3rd 

    1/350 Luna Rocket 

    1/48 Martian War Machine 

Advanced Division: 

Dan Matthews  1/72 F4J Phantom II____________________1st 

Julian English  1/72 F4U-1 Corsair_____________________2nd 

    1/72 A6M5 Zero_______________________Theme 

              Judges Choice 

Jim Teahan   1/48 Chinese JL-9______________________3rd 

Jim Fleming   1/72 Japanese Hayabusa (Oscar) 

Craig Elliot   1/76 M3A1 Halftrack 

Mark Deliduka  1/72 Sport Fishing Boat 

    1/72 RA-5C Vigilante 

    1/72 F-8 Crusader 

    1/72 K-5 Leopold Railgun 

    1/72 BM-30 Smerch 

    1/72 Pershing II Missile 

    1/72 JGSDF Patriot Pac II 

    1/72 JGSDF MCV Prototype 

Unknown Modeler  1/144 RF110 Night Fighter 

 

MOTY POINTS 

Member of the Year Points Standings: 

1st  Terry Huber  50pts Hell yea baby! 

2nd  Foster Rash  21pts 

3rd  Nat Richards 16pts 

4th  Bob Penikas    9pts 

5th  Julian English   6pts 
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Modeler of the Year Points Standings: 

1st  Julian English 13pts 

2nd  Mark Deliduka   8pts 

3rd  Bob Bolton    7pts 

4th  Dennis Henry   4pts 

  Dan Matthews   4pts 

5th  Jim Teahan    2pts 
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Arizona Adventure Part 2 

By Foster 

Rash 
 
Southeastern Arizona 
Sightseeing 
 
 Locations of sites visited 
 
Fort Bowie 
 
The Butterfield Stage Line 

entered what is now 

Arizona through Apache 

pass (about 95 miles east 

of Tucson). The stage 

route was dictated by the 

location of water sources 

and a station was 

established below the pass 

at Apache Springs in the 

northern Chiricahua 

Mountains. 

 

 
 
 Fort Bowie 
 
After the Battle of Apache Pass 

(1862), Fort Bowie was built on a 

plateau above the stage stop to 

protect the stage line and the 

springs against attack. 
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Arizona Adventure Part 2 
 
When the Civil War ended, the fort was enlarged as the headquarters of General Crook 

and became the center of military operations to subdue the Apache.   After the death of 

Cochise, the Chiricahua tribe, led by Geronimo, continued to fight against settlers moving 

into their homeland.   

 

 

The adobe walls and stone foundations of various post buildings and the ruins of 

a Butterfield Stage Station are all that remain of this once important installation)  

 

Check out this video of the hike to the fort:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lbjD5wWMIq8 

 

Foundation of the school.  Many of 

the troopers were illiterate and the 

Army taught them to read and write. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above Howitzer emplacement overlooking Apache Springs and the entrance to the fort. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lbjD5wWMIq8
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Arizona Adventure Part 2 
 
Mountain howitzers were used 

effectively against the Apaches 

 

Commanding Officer's Home.  This was a very large Victorian style house and it was 

impossible to get the entire foundation within the camera frame.  The house was salvaged 

for its wood after the closure of the fort. 

 

Commanding Officer's house (center right) and 

Officers' Quarters (center left).  Photo was taken 

during peak of the Apache War as extra troops 

were quartered in tents on the parade ground 

(center). 

 

 Cavalry Barracks.  

Lumber was a 

precious 

commodity. So 

after the fort was 

closed and the army departed, locals descended on the 

site, dismantled all the wooden structures and carried 

them away.  Adobe walls, unprotected by roofs, virtually 

melt back into the earth.  These remains have plaster caps to protect them. 
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Arizona Adventure Part 2 
Gen. Crook was somewhat sympathetic to the plight of the Apaches and sought to 

transform them from raiders to farmers.  But Crook was unable to completely eradicate 

the Apache raiding tradition and that cost him his job.  He was succeeded by ambitious 

Gen. Miles who took a "good Indian is a dead Indian" approach.  He positioned infantry 

at all sources of water and in the mountain passes.  If the troops encountered Apaches, 

they communicated using a device called a heliograph to summon cavalry.  Geronimo's 

band of renegades was continuously hunted and kept on the move until they were killed 

or surrendered. Geronimo's starving band numbered about 100 men, women and 

children at the time they were taken into custody at Fort Bowie (1886); only 30 warriors 

remained.   Geronimo and his people were exiled to Florida and the fort was abandoned 

in 1894. 
 

 

Naiche (Cochise's son) and 

Geronimo in captivity at Ft. 

Bowie.  (Cavalry barracks 

are out of the frame to the 

left).  

 

 Bob and I on same retaining wall as Geronimo and 

Naiche.  Photo taken from slightly different angle due to 

glare from the sun.  Cavalry barracks in background. 
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Arizona Adventure Part 2 

Dragoon Springs Stage Stop. 
 

Butterfield positioned stops at 
10-20 mile intervals to provide 
food and water for the draft 
animals... and passengers!  Most 
of these watering holes were in 
rugged terrain.  The railroad was 
able to take a more direct route 
through flatlands because 
locomotives carry their own 
water and fuel.  Today the I-10 
follows the rail route.  
Therefore, most of these old 
stage stops are well off the 
beaten path. 
 

 
Established in 1857, the 

horses, mules and 

provisions at Dragoon 

Springs Station were an 

attractive target for 

Confederate soldiers, 

Mexican bandits and 

Apache raiders.  Like a 

convenience store in a 

bad neighborhood, this 

was a very dangerous 

place to be from 1858- 86   
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Arizona Adventure Part 2 

 

Willcox 

 

Willcox was founded in 1880 as a water stop on the Southern Pacific RR.  Today it's one of 

those forlorn little towns that were bypassed by the interstate highway system.  The Rex 

Allen Museum is its claim to fame for tourism. Who is Rex Allen?  That's what I wondered.  

But the reason we stopped in Willcox was to investigate two desperados associated with 

this town.   

 

Rex Allen was a Willcox boy, a real cowboy, who 

became a rodeo star and then singing cowboy in "B" 

Westerns.  He also starred in a 1950's TV series, 

"Frontier Doctor."  I don't remember him but Willcox 

is very proud. 

 

Warren Earp, youngest of the famous brothers, was 

killed in a Willcox bar fight and is the only Earp buried in Arizona.  He was living with his 

parents in California at the time of the Gunfight at the OK Corral (1881) and came to his 

brothers' assistance after Virgil Earp was ambushed.  After Morgan was murdered, Warren 

rode with Wyatt and Doc Holliday on the "Vendetta Ride."  They tracked down and killed 

the men they believed responsible for maiming Virgil and killing Morgan, then fled to 

Colorado.  Wyatt and Warren made their way back to California and Warren worked as a 

bar tender.  He was a heavy drinker with a bad temper and tried to live up to his brothers' 

badass reputations.  He killed a man in a bar fight (1891), fled California and returned to 

Arizona.  Through a family friend in Willcox, Warren found employment as a stage coach 

driver.   In a Willcox saloon in 1900, Warren became drunk and abusive and challenged 

John Boyett to a gunfight.  Boyett shot him through the heart.  Warren was found to be 

unarmed, but the jury ruled self-defense anyway.  Arizonans did not care much for the 

Earp brothers. 
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Arizona Adventure Part 2 

The original headstone has been replaced with this hokey monument. The proud 

individuals and businesses that sponsored it have added 

their names to the gravesite.  Tacky. 

    

     Burt Alvord 

Burt Alvord is best known as 

the leader of the "Alvord 

Gang" and "The Great 

Fairbank Train Robbery."  But 

he was once the deputy of the 

famous lawman "Texas John" 

Slaughter and became the 

town constable in Willcox; 

His house is still there.  

  

 

 

Burt Alvord's old home in Willcox.  

We knocked on the door but no one 

answered.  They may have been out 

robbing a train! 

 

While working as a constable, he 

drifted into criminal activity and 

became the leader of a gang of train 

robbers.  He was eventually caught 

and did time in Yuma Prison. Upon his release he went to Panama to work on the 

construction of the canal and was never seen again. You can read more of the story of 

lawman turned outlaw Burt Alvord here: 

http://arizonaoddities.com/2011/06/the-fall-and-rise-of-notorious-train-robber-burt-
alvord/ 

http://arizonaoddities.com/2011/06/the-fall-and-rise-of-notorious-train-robber-burt-alvord/
http://arizonaoddities.com/2011/06/the-fall-and-rise-of-notorious-train-robber-burt-alvord/
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Arizona Adventure Part 2 

Presidio Santa Cruz de Terrenate 

 

 San Pedro River 

 

On a hill overlooking the west bank of the San 

Pedro River are the remains of a presidio (fort) 

built by the Spanish in 1776.  The Pimas, the 

primary native tribe that inhabited the area, were 

an agricultural society living in permanent 

villages.  The nomadic Apaches had migrated 

from Canada and survived by hunting and 

raiding.  They were to the Pimas what the 

Mongols had been to the Europeans. The Pimas 

welcomed the Spanish as allies who helped 

defend against the Apache.   But following 

unrelenting attacks by Apaches, the Spanish gave 

up and abandoned the garrison in 1780.  

 

 Presidio Santa Cruz de Terrenate 

 

Fairbank 
 
Fairbank began as a stage coach stop 

on the way from Benson to Tombstone 

and was reached by rail in 1882.  

Located on the east bank of San Pedro 

River between Santa Cruz de 

Terrenate on the west and Tombstone 

to the east, it was an important depot 

as the main point of entry for miners, provisions, and materials headed for the Tombstone 

mining district. 
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Arizona Adventure Part 2 

 

Tombstone, 10 miles distant, 

wasn't connected to the 

railroad until 1903. Ore from 

the Tombstone, Charleston, 

Contention and Huachuca 

area mines was shipped from 

Fairbank to smelters in 

Benson.  In 1883, a post office 

was established in the adobe 

Commercial Building, which 

also housed a general store, 

and a saloon. At its peak, 

Fairbank had three train stations and was served by four railroads including the Southern 

Pacific.  The last residents vacated in 1981; the town site was acquired and has been 

managed by the BLM since 1986. 

 
 Fairbank RR Station was the site of one of the 
last train robberies (1900) in the Wild West. 
The Burt Alvord Gang boldly robbed the train 
in broad daylight when it stopped at the 
station. 

Station platform today.  The station 
building was moved to Tombstone in 
1961. 
 
 
 
 



IPMS ORANGE COUNTY Newsletter 

February 2017       

 

 

 

 

 
 

36 

Arizona Adventure Part 2 

 
The former Fairbank station is 
now the Tombstone Public 
Library 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Old RR trestle near Fairbank 
 
 

 
The Commercial Building once housed the 
Goldwater Brothers store, a saloon and the 
Fairbank Post Office. Restoration is in 
process and a fresh coat of plaster protects 
the old adobe walls.  
 
 

 

"Big Mike" Goldwater was the grandfather of Arizona Senator and presidential candidate 

Barry Goldwater.  Polish Jews Michael and Joseph Goldwater immigrated to California 

during the Gold Rush.   



IPMS ORANGE COUNTY Newsletter 

February 2017       

 

 

 

 

 
 

37 

Arizona Adventure Part 2 

They found work as teamsters, hauling goods from Los Angeles to the Arizona Territory.  

Eventually the brothers were able to start their own business and opened stores from 

boomtown to boomtown.  This formed the foundation of the Goldwaters chain of 

department stores.  Sen. Goldwater recalled, "In the early days our family tried to meet 

every need of their communities...at first our stores took pride in supplying most of the 

clothing, household, food, farm and industrial needs of pioneer towns. A customer could 

be completely outfitted at Goldwaters, from cradle to grave. There are pages in old 

company ledgers that actually relate the sale of baby wear and hardware for coffins on the 

same day. We sold everything the prospector needed from drill bits and black powder to 

demijohns of whiskey. We stocked groceries and stock feed; shoes and hats; furniture from 

Austria and herrings from Holland; horseshoes and horse collars; we had lamps and rugs 

for the front parlor, spices and soap for the kitchen, and anything needed for the outhouse. 

Goldwaters was a complete store." 

 
Restored Fairbank one-room school house 
is now the visitor’s center. 
 
 Tombstone 

Good guys vs. Bad guys shoot out on  
Allen St. 

 

"Everything I know about history I learned 

from TV!"  Present day Tombstone borrows 

heavily from the Wild West portrayed in TV and movies. The town too tough to die is now 

a tourist trap awash in pop-history.  On the other hand, the town would not have survived 

without tourism. 
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Arizona Adventure Part 2 

We did the complete tourist thing: watched a gunfight, visited the Birdcage Theater and 

old Court House (museums), bought a souvenir coffee mug and walked the route of the 

Earp brothers and Doc Holliday to the famous gunfight site. The Longhorn Restaurant 

occupies the old Bucket of Blood Saloon building (where Virgil Earp was ambushed) and 

serves a tasty steak sandwich! 

The old Bucket of Blood Saloon is 
now the tourist friendly Longhorn 
Restaurant 
 

  
Allen St. 1882 

      Allen St. 2016 
 

Card table once used by Doc Holliday 
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Arizona Adventure Part 2 

 
Cochise County courthouse in Tombstone is now a 
museum. 
 
Camp Rucker 
 
Camp Rucker is an old army post in the Chiricahua 

National Monument (about 40 miles east of 

Tombstone) that was used during the military 

campaign against the Apaches. The post has an 

interesting connection to Wyatt Earp and the famous 

Gunfight at the OK Corral. Soon after Virgil Earp 

became the U.S. Marshal for the southern Arizona 

Territory, six mules were stolen from the Camp 

Rucker barn. Stealing government property is a 

Federal crime and Virgil deputized his brother Wyatt 

to track down the thieves.  The mules were found on 

the McLaury Ranch, southwest of Tombstone along the San Pedro River, with their brands 

altered. While the McClaury brothers had a reputation as honest ranchers, they were also 

known to have business dealings with 

rustlers such as the Clantons. So they 

were implicated in abetting the criminals 

who had stolen the mules and altered the 

brands. Wyatt recovered the mules but 

the McClaury's were not charged with the 

theft.  A year later, the Earp brothers 

killed (some say murdered) the 

McClaury's and Billy Clanton in the 

famous gunfight in Tombstone. The 

Army departed after the surrender of 

Geronimo in 1886. The old adobe 

commissary building was converted into 

a home and Camp Rucker became a cattle ranch. The ranch was donated in 1970 to the 

U.S. Forest Service.  FR 



IPMS ORANGE COUNTY Newsletter 

February 2017       

 

 

 

 

 
 

40 

Part 2: 

My second double started out on the morning of November 5th. I picked up my buddy Mike at 

5am. Ahead of us was the 5 1/2 plus hour drive to Mesa Arizona to the Commemorative Air Force 

Base on the eastern side of Phoenix for Modelzona 2016 organized by the IPMS Craig Hewitt 

Chapter.  On our way Mike and I stopped in Blythe at Denny's for breakfast and gas. 

 

We arrived with the time change at the CAF base at about 10:30am which gave us plenty of time 

to fill out our paperwork and get our models on the table before the 12 noon deadline. 

Getting to an event late (late to me is not being there when they open the doors) means you have 

to take what you can get for space on the table. I'm not one of those people who starts moving 

other people’s models because I got there late. I feel that if you want a good spot for your model 

then get there early so you can choose the space you need otherwise you get what you get. 

I was fortunate to find plenty of room though it was getting really tight for a couple of my entries. 

The WWII Armor Category had filled up fast and there was barely enough room left for my 

Panzer IV. 

 

Also the amount of room allotted by the organizers for the Competition Car Category was pathetic 

and so very little room was left after I put down my entry yet there were other areas of the contest 

table that had an overabundance of room leaving contest volunteers scrambling to condense some 

areas and make room in others. 

 

I brought 3 models to the contest and Mike brought another 4. 

Like the Milpitas show discussed in part 1 they did not close the contest area for judging but in 

this case maybe they should have. With 525 models on the table judging went overtime and many 

people started packing their models up and leaving before the awards had been put out on the 

tables. At Modelzona they give out medallions for first second and third places. These are 

distributed by the staff onto the contest tables next to the awarded model. Only the Best Of's and 

special awards are called up during the awards ceremony at the end of the event. I can only guess, 

but because the judging ran over time, they did not present the best awards presentation.  
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They had splits but did not announce what they were. For example the modern armor category 

had two first place winners. I found out later that they split the category. The split was tan & 

green…… 

This is the third year I have gone to Modelzona. I look forward to it each year and feel it is one 

of the best shows I attend each year. Even with the setbacks caused by the late judging I had a 

great time. Maybe that was helped by winning two first place awards, Best Automotive Subject 

and the People's Choice award. My friend Mike did not do too bad either winning an award for 

his small scale car in the Out of the Box category and an award in the small scale car category. 

Here are some pictures from the event. 
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Modelzona pictures were taken by my friend Mike Alvarez. 

After the Modelzona event Mike and I headed over to Scottsdale to catch up with our friend Mac 

from Mac's Modeling. I had a few models to pick up from Mac that I had purchased over the last 

5 months or so. Once I had collected my new kits we all headed over to the local Mexican food 

joint for some dinner. After which Mike and I said our goodbyes and hit the road for home. By 

the time we arrived home it had been a 21 hour 6 minute day from pillow to pillow for me, 

"Animal Style!!!!"  (The Insane Modeling Posse rides again! Ed.) 

 

For the second half of the part 2 double I had been thinking on the trip home from Modelzona, 

"You know, there is the NHRA show tomorrow" I had not planned to go but I knew my normal 

build partner Paul was intending to go. I thought, "Well if I can get a hold of Paul and tag along 

with him I would go" So I text messaged him before hitting the pillow on Saturday night,,,,, now 

Sunday morning. 

 

Sunday I got a message back from Paul at about 6am. He told what his plans were and I said I'd 

like to join him. The NHRA event was another Car only event. It was held at the NHRA Museum 

at the LA County Fair Grounds in Pomona. The event didn't start until 10 am so it worked out 

good I could sleep for another hour or so before I had to get up and meet up with Paul at 9am. 

Paul drove and I was ballast. 

 

We arrived at the Museum at about 9:45 after stopping and getting some bagels for breakfast. 

I only took one model not really knowing what to expect since I had not been to this show before. 

It was held in a room on the west side of the museum. There were a few vendors selling mostly 

old kits out of their own stash. 

 

There were a lot of models on the table for a car only event. If I had to guess I'd estimate 200- 

300 models. The models were all of very high quality and must have been a real tough choice to 

pick the winners in each category.  Honestly after seeing the other builds on the table I didn't 

think I had much chance to win an award but was pleasantly surprised to be awarded a 1st place 

award for my Ferrari 312T. 

It was a perfect ending to a great model weekend. 

Here are some pictures from the event. Pictures are from my build partner Paul Cadwell.  DC 
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Hey look! Is that Jim Frye at the show? Ed. 



IPMS ORANGE COUNTY Newsletter 

February 2017       

 

 

 

 

 
 

48 

 

 

 

 

 



IPMS ORANGE COUNTY Newsletter 

February 2017       

 

 

 

 

 
 

49 

 

 

 



IPMS ORANGE COUNTY Newsletter 

February 2017       

 

 

 

 

 
 

50 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IPMS ORANGE COUNTY Newsletter 

February 2017       

 

 

 

 

 
 

51 

Rainbow Canyon-Jedi Transition 
Panamint Springs CA  
By Terry Huber 
High in the Mojave Desert of California is one unique area where jet fighter pilots fly through the 

area called Rainbow Canyon or in fighter pilot parlance the “Jedi Transition”.  From what I know 

this tends to be a shortcut that is used to go from the north desert training area and cut through to 

the south through lower Death Valley as shown on the flight map. The location is off US Route 

395 and then to the east on State Route 190 near Panamint Springs.   

Between Panamint Springs to the east and Father (actually Padre) Crowley point is the Jedi 

Transition. You cannot miss the large gap of a canyon that starts at Crowley point.  Most of the 

time the jets will enter from the northwest and from left to right dive down onto the crevasse at 

Crowley Point twisting and turning all the while until the exit heading towards Death Valley and 

out the Panamint Springs area. Directly south of this area is Naval Weapons China Lake, the 

south area. The pilots have an enormous area to train in with no civilian flight traffic to worry 

about.  The day we were there, an F/A-18E Super Hornet transitioned from right to left which is 

unusual but does occur from time to time. 
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Rainbow Canyon-Jedi Transition 

 

The adventure started at my house in Tustin 

and I was accompanied by my friend Steve 

as co-pilot.  We left Tustin at 0700 hours 

and at 1130 hours we were at Panamint 

Springs coming up through the west side of 

Death Valley, through the Trona cutoff 

from route 395.  The area at Panamint 

Springs is right at the base of the foothills 

heading up route 190. 

Panamint Springs restaurant and 

campground area. 

That is snow covered Telescope Peak in the 

distance beyond the gas pumps.  11,049 foot peak. 

 



IPMS ORANGE COUNTY Newsletter 

February 2017       

 

 

 

 

 
 

53 

Rainbow Canyon-Jedi Transition 
 

After a brief stop at the small grocery store in Panamint Springs we headed up into the canyon 

area.  You will travel from 1,900 feet at Panamint up to 4,000 feet at Padre Crowley Overlook. 

There is a good sized parking lot and then a dirt road from the parking lot that you can take which 

will lead you to different points along the canyon edge.  This dirt road is very rough and not kept 

up. Do not take your brand new car down this way.  Once we parked we were able to see the 

western Death Valley area. 

 

To the left of the photo above was 

an area we were able to walk up to 

get to the canyon edge. Another 

small piece of advice is wear some 

good shoes with hiking style soles. 

My tennis shoes were terrible 

trying to walk over the cinder lava 

rock and sandstone dirt mixture.  I 

almost ate it one time tripping over 

some lava rocks in a downhill area 

and almost went down.  Not a good 

idea near a canyon ledge.  We were 

able to setup near the entrance to 

the canyon.  This is a view looking 

to the east. 
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Rainbow Canyon-Jedi Transition 

 

 

Here is the view looking 

towards the west.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since it is very quiet out there you can usually hear the jets coming and going.  We were not there 

for very long and some activity was present. 
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Rainbow Canyon-Jedi Transition 

 

This is a Navy F/A-18F 

Super Hornet from NAS 

Lemoore CA diving down 

into the canyon. 
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Rainbow Canyon-Jedi Transition 
 

About a half an hour later another F/A-18E Super 

Hornet came through.  I could not tell the squadron. 

Caught another one blasting through 

shortly after.  Looks like an F/A-18E 

Super Hornet from VX-31 China Lake I believe.  Pardon the focus, I was using a different camera 

that day and not quite used to it yet. 
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Rainbow Canyon-Jedi Transition 
 
After the run through the 

canyon they exit to the east 

and turn towards the south. 

Note the brown colored dirt 

area to the right of the 

Hornet where I saw some 

other shutterbugs on the 

canyon edge.  I think I’ll try 

that area next time. 

 
 
 
 
 

We saw a handful of F-16’s in the area, but none 

of them decided to make the canyon run but rather 

flew over the canyon and out. 

 

At around 2:30 the wind started picking up and it 

was blowing hard.  The desert floor started to kick 

up some dust.   

At that point we packed up and got out of there 

as the wind was making it almost impossible 

to keep your footing.  Another piece of advice 

the bigger the telephoto lens the better. I was 

using a 135mm and you could probably use a 

300-400mm for better close-ups.  The last is 

that be prepared for high temperatures if you 

go after the end of March and take water. TH 



IPMS ORANGE COUNTY Newsletter 

February 2017       

 

 

 

 

 
 

58 

Secret Society of Model Builders 

WinterFest Contest 

By Julian English 

Additional Photos by Mike Budzeika 

Saturday, January 28th 2017 was the 

Winterfest model contest held at the San 

Diego Air and Space Museum Annex, 

Gillespie field in El Cajon hosted by the 

Secret Society of Model Builders in San 

Diego.  

The theme was the cold war, 1947 – 1991 

and the Air and Space Museum Annex was a great backdrop for the contest. There were many 

planes, helicopters, and engines on display in the hangers and static displays outside such as the 

MiG 15 below: 

There were quite a few vendors with 

lots of kits and accessories for sale at 

good prices, I added to my collection to 

the dismay of my wife (don’t you have 

enough kits already?).   
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WinterFest Contest 

The judging was not IPMS rules but the criteria seemed to be the same as IPMS.  Each entry had 

a judging sheet with comments from the judges (both good and bad) and each kit was given a 

“Gold, Silver, or Bronze” medallion award.   

Additionally, there were awards for best in 

category, theme award and best in show. I 

brought four kits and was lucky enough to get a 

gold medallion for each one plus a Best Aircraft 

Model category award for my 1/72 scale Pete 

float plane.   

The major awards were nice 10” high acrylic 

with engraved lettering.  There was one for best 

car, best tank, best aircraft, best Sci-Fi and best 

ship along with the best of show and theme 

award (total of seven).   

There were about 150 models total 

covering all the categories with many nice 

tank and aircraft models.  The contest was 

attended by an AMPS Tijuana Mexico 

team of six guys that were very enthusiastic 

about the event (they brought several nice 

tank models to the show!).  Most of the 

attendees were from San Diego, with a few 

from the LA area and of course the 

contingent from Mexico.  The raffle 

consisted of mostly older kits from a stash, 

a few newer kits with the grand prize being 

the 1/48 scale Tamiya F-14 Tomcat. 

 

This truck won the best car model award – very nice 

weathering. 
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WinterFest Contest 

 

Best Sci-Fi model award winner 

 

 

 

 

My Fujima 1/72 scale Type 0 Pete float plane 

with Hasegawa naval catapult. 
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WinterFest Contest 

Unfortunately, the judging took about 2 hours longer 

than advertised so the event dragged on a little longer 

than many wanted. Therefore, the awards were a little 

rushed so I was not able to get pictures and names of 

all the winners. Handing out the awards 

Overall, I would say that the event was at a great venue 

with good vendor attendance and the weather was 

perfect.  Although small compared to OrangeCon, they 

had a nice selection of models on display and I would 

definitely attend in the future.  JE 
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WinterFest Contest 

Additional Photos by Mike 

Budzeika 
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WinterFest Contest 
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Model Club Meetings in the SoCal Area
 

Outcast Model Builders 

(Formerly the Tamiya Model Club hosted by Richard Poulsen) 

Meets: 2nd Friday of the month. 7:00 pm till whenever 

Location: 1558 "C" South Anaheim Blvd., Anaheim, California. 92805 

Contact: Derek Collins, derek_collins68@msn.com 

No dues, its FREEEEEEEEE but donations are always welcome!! 

 

IPMS San Diego Model Car Club 

Meets the 3rd Tuesday of each month 

San Diego Auto Museum / Balboa Park    

2080 Pan America Plaza 

San Diego, CA 

 
IPMS Orange County 

Meets the 3rd Friday of each month 

La Quinta Inns & Suites 

3 Centerpointe Dr. 

La Palma, CA 90623 

Doors open at 7:00 p.m. till 10:00 p.m. 

Non-member fee $7 

 
IPMS Inland Empire 
Meets on the 1st Wednesday of each month 

Pegasus Hobbies 

5515 Moreno Street 

Montclair, CA  91763 

Doors open at 6:30 pm and go till about 9:00 pm  

There is no charge for first meeting then $5 
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Model Club Meetings in the SoCal Area
 

Pasadena Scale Modelers Society 
Meets on the 4th Friday of each month 

Meeting now at their new location 

American Legion Hall 

179 N. Vinedo 

East Pasadena, CA 

Doors open 7:00 p.m. 

There is a $5 donation at the meeting 

 
Pendleton AMPS 
Meets on the 3rd Saturday of each month 

The American Legion 

La Mesa Post # 282 

8118 University Ave. 

La Mesa, Ca. 91944 

Doors open at 11:00 a.m. to about whenever 

$5 dues which includes lunch   

ljapr@verizon.net 

951-805-2541

 
IPMS South Orange County   
The Insane Modeling Posse 
Meets on the 4th Saturday of each month 

GIANT KIT AUCTION February 25 

No Charge for entry to auction 

Contact Terry Huber thuber1967@yahoo.com 

This is a build session style meeting 

First meeting free then $5 dues 

 
SoCal Amps 
Armor Modeling Preservation Society 
Meets the 2nd Saturday of each month 

Frye Sign Company 

12818 Nutwood St. Garden Grove CA     

4:00 p.m. to around 9:00 p.m. 

Bring some chairs.  No-fee meeting 

 

mailto:ljapr@verizon.net
mailto:thuber1967@yahoo.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=ipms antelope valley group logos&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=uOgAfddXV145nM&tbnid=2Niow0TlEusnFM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.palmdalehobbies.com/links.html&ei=odozUvjvFMbF2AWv9oDwCA&bvm=bv.52164340,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNET0ySOIvq879lDBNPmMS_nnD6YKQ&ust=1379216403806602
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Model Club Meetings in the SoCal Area
 

Ship Modelers Association – SMA    

Meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month 

American Red Cross Building 

1207 N. Lemon St. Fullerton, CA 92835 

In Hillcrest Park 7:00 p.m. 

 
Sprue Cutters Model Club 
Brookhurst Hobbies 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.   

Brookhurst Hobbies 

12188 Brookhurst Street  

Garden Grove, CA 92840  

Phone: (714) 636-3580 

No charge to attend 

info@brookhursthobbies.com 

 
IPMS San Diego 

Meets the last Friday of each month at    

Girl Scouts San Diego 

1231 Upas St.  San Diego, CA 

Use Richmond St. entrance to Upas   

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. till 10:00 p.m. 

Adult first visit is free and then $4.00 

 

Secret Society of Model Builders  

Meets the 2nd Sunday of each month at the 

Game Empire 

7051 Clairemont Mesa Blvd 

Suite 306 San Diego, CA 

Doors open at 6:00 p.m. till about 9:00 p.m. 

Adults are $5

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@brookhursthobbies.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCLaZ-4DkmccCFYqggAodrUQAKQ&url=http://www.meetup.com/Brookhurst-Gamers/events/221562231/&ei=iB3GVba1CYrBggStiYHIAg&bvm=bv.99804247,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNE0h85LxV1hlaBbvFjKoiFwWLZqAw&ust=1439133445690691
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMz-kofnmccCFYahgAod07gAVA&url=http://sdmodelclub.com/&ei=uiDGVcy5GobDggTT8YKgBQ&bvm=bv.99804247,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNGYFw5cAjTdo4pCsIHaqpIdKaoZfQ&ust=1439134229053752
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Model Club Meetings in the SoCal Area
 

Southern California Area Historical 

Miniatures Society SCAHMS 

   Meets the 2nd Saturday of each month 

La Quinta Inns & Suites 

3 Centerpointe Dr. 

La Palma, CA 90623 

Meeting from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 

Los Angeles Miniaturists Society 

LAMS Meets the 1st Saturday of each month   

Veterans of Foreign Wars building  

1006 W. Magnolia Blvd. 

Burbank, CA  91506  

Meeting starts around 9:00 a.m. till 12:30 

Frequent demonstrations. Nonmember $5 

 

Temecula Valley Model Club 
Meets on the 2nd Saturday of each month   

Kay Ceniceros Center 

29995 Evans Road, Menifee, CA 92586   

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon 

Contact ljapr@verizon.net 

2017 IPMS National Convention 

IPMS Fort Crook host chapter 

July 26 to 29, 2017 

LaVista Conference Center 

12520 Westport Parkway, La Vista, NE 68128 

mailto:ljapr@verizon.net
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Upcoming Events  

   

Saturday March 4, 2017 

IPMS Silicon Valley Scale Modelers 

2017 Classic 

Napredak Hall 

770 Montague Expressway 

San Jose, CA  95131 

9:00 am Awards at 3:30 pm 

 

Sunday March 5, 2017 

Petersen Automotive Museum 

And George Creed presents 

ValleyCon 2017 

6060 Wilshire Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA  90036 

10:00 am to 4:00 pm 

 

Friday April 7 to 9, 2017 
MONSTERPALOOZA 

Pasadena Convention Center 

300 E. Green St. 

Pasadena CA  91101  

Friday 6:00 pm to 11:00 pm 

Sat and Sun 11:00 am to 6:00 pm 

 

Saturday June 24, 2017 

SoCal Amps and IPMS South Orange County  

Insane Modeling Posse present the 

Insane Model Contest 

Norman P. Murray Community Center 

24932 Veterans Way 

Mission Viejo, CA  92692 

10:00 am to ~5:00 pm 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=ipms antelope valley group logos&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=uOgAfddXV145nM&tbnid=2Niow0TlEusnFM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.palmdalehobbies.com/links.html&ei=odozUvjvFMbF2AWv9oDwCA&bvm=bv.52164340,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNET0ySOIvq879lDBNPmMS_nnD6YKQ&ust=1379216403806602
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IPMS South Orange County Insane Modeling 

Posse announces their second annual  

MODEL AUCTION 
Kits, Accessories, Tools, Books, etc, will all be 

auctioned to help fund the club.  

Open to the Public 

Time and place: 

February 25
th

, 2017 @ 10:00 AM 

Norman P. Murray Community and Senior Center 

Juniper #B Room 

24932 Veterans Way 

Mission Viejo, CA 92692 
No distressed kits, all high quality and complete. 

Donations for the auction are also gratefully accepted. 
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