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   The President’s Column 

 By David Frederick 

The Insane Model Posse of the IPMS in South Orange 

County has joined forces with the armor modelers of SoCal 

AMPS club to put on a 270 model show in June.  Terry 

Huber, President of IMP club made sure the registration 

table was set and Mike Budzeika helps in the administration.  

 

I got the 

distinguished task to help with the raffle 

administration, and with the experience of 

OrangeCon pulled off a successful raffle.  A sign of 

a good contest is how much support is given by the 

model community.  George, from Tamiya USA was 

present with Tamiya product to display and Henry 

from Brookhurst Hobbies was present with several 

sales tables of models and tools.  
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The President’s Column 

The Insane Model Contest 

   
George Canare from Tamiya and Henry Tremblay from Brookhurst Hobbies.   

 

In addition to the host clubs, IPMS and SoCal 

AMPS, the Pendleton AMPS San Diego and 

the Temecula Valley Model Club, AMPS 

Tijuana were well represented at the show. 

  

AMPs judging takes a long time therefore, 

some of the models were judged the night 

before, as entries that showed up at the show 

were judged on the spot.  As the judging for the 

AMPS was winding down all joined forces to 

help judge the IPMS categories with first, 

second and third. 

 

 

The awards were challenge coins with an IMP logo on 

one side for IPMS and SoCal AMPS logo on the other 

side.  Crystal awards were for the best of categories. 
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The President’s Column 

The Insane Model Contest 

The awards ceremony was conducted by the IPMS 

SOC President Terry Huber, and Mike Petty, 

AMPS National Head Judge.  Helping with the 

awards was IPMS Vice President Mark Glidden 

and Mike Budzeika helped as well. 

 

This was the first time in southern California that 

an IPMS and AMPS clubs have joined forces to 

produce a competitive show.  As you can see a lot 

of hard work and volunteers went into making the 

model contest a success.  DF    

 

Raffle Czar Sneak peek of models for July Monthly raffle: 

 Airplane: 1/48 Tamiya Hayate and Kurogane “Frank Set” 

 Sci-Fi: 1/6 Moebius Robot B9 Lost in Space 

 Miscellaneous: 1/700 Hobby Boss USS Arleigh Burke DD6-51 

 Auto: 1/25 AMT Ford Mustang Hardtop 

 Armor: 1/35 academy M60A2 Patton 
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Meeting Notice & Agenda 
Date:  July 21, 2017 

Theme: Classic Plastic 

Doors Open: 7:00 p.m. or earlier 

Meeting: 7:30 to 10:00 p.m. 

Location: La Quinta Inn & Suites 

3 Centerpointe Drive 

La Palma, CA 90623 

Right Off the 91 Fwy at Valley View

 

2017 Chapter Officers 

 

President   David Frederick 
 

1st Vice President Sean Fallesen 

 

2nd Vice President David O’ Barr  
 

Treasurer        Jeff Hunter 
 

Secretary        Nat Richards 
 

Contest Director Derek Collins 

  

Volunteers 
Chapter Contact      Nat Richards   

     (949) 631-7142 
        ocipms@aol.com 
  

Newsletter Editor      Terry Huber 
        (714) 544-8908 

      thuber1967@yahoo.com 
 

Webmaster      Julian English 

    julianenglish65@gmail.com 
 

Mail IPMS Orange County

 Club Website www.ipmsoc.org 

       P.O. Box 913     
       Garden Grove, CA  92842 National Website  

ocipms@aol.com    www.ipmsusa.org 

 

 

mailto:ocipms@aol.com
mailto:thuber1967@yahoo.com
mailto:julianenglish65@gmail.com
http://www.ipmsoc.org/
mailto:ocipms@aol.com
http://www.ipmsusa.org/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=M9CFZLykfW12fM&tbnid=vNzqgAMKfF4oCM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.freecodesource.com/wallpapers/wallpaper/California-Republic-Flag/?f=category&ei=knLDUtS0C-OO2wXxqoDABw&bvm=bv.58187178,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNEXXlgHfl0VJDi-Ho0xN8oeRfyFyA&ust=1388626933869506
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Orange County Themes for 2017 

January 20th - OUT OF THE BOX ONLY 

Anything built out of the box with no aftermarket parts. Built using only what came inside the 

box. Decals optional. 

February 17th - THE SHELF OF DOOM 

Build or finish a kit that you never thought you would start or complete because you lost 

interest or ran into a problem. 

March 17th - TAMIYA VS HASEGAWA 

Who's the best? Build the best model you can from either company. Best Tamiya Model and 

Best Hasegawa Model will receive an award. 

April 21st - SOMETHING ENGLISH  

Build a model of anything English. Including Scotland and Ireland. 

May 19th - BUILD NIGHT (No Monthly Contest in May, Build Night Only) 

Bring a kit to work on and have some fun with other club members building. 

June 16th - FIRST OR LAST 

The first or last of something. The first Abrams tank. The last F4 Phantom. Last to use a radial 

engine. First to use a jet engine, etc. 

July 21st - CLASSIC PLASTIC 

Build the oldest model you have in your stash. 

August 18th - WHEN I WAS A KID 

Build the model that was your favorite from when you were a kid 

September 15th - SOMETHING GERMAN 

Build a model of anything from Germany 
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Orange County Themes for 2017 

October 20th - CONVERSIONS 

Build a model of something you normally could not get. Make a conversion from an existing kit 

to make a different version 

November 17th - UNEXPECTED 

Build a model of something you never expected to be released as a model kit 

December 15th - SOMETHING FRENCH 

Build a model of anything French. 

JANUARY 19th 2018 - IT'S ALL ABOUT THE FUN 

Build a model of your favorite subject. Something you enjoy the most building. 

ORANGECON 2017 - SEVEN 

Any subject with a name or designation that ends in “Seven.” 

Hope to see you there.  DC 

Volunteer Opening at the club 

We need a member who would like to step up and take over the multi-media aspects of our meeting. 

This would include bringing the PA system to each meeting as well as bringing the overhead and/or 

camera when needed. Also need to have the person troubleshoot any problems with connections.  The 

club also has a laptop that is part of the demo equipment.  Please see David Frederick if you would like 

to be the AV person for the meetings. 
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From Our Treasurer 
Financial Statistics for the meeting in June 2017 

 
Admission      Distressed Kits $      410.00 

  Members  29   Monthly Raffle $           

  Non-Members 10 

  Juniors  0   Total Income $       801.00 

  Paid in Full  4   Total Expenses $       359.40 

  Guests  0   Profit / (Loss) $       441.60 

     

Total Attendance  43   $ in Checking $    1,000.00 

        $ in Savings  $    8,650.17   

Memberships / Renewals    $ in PayPal  $       290.49       

  Regular   1   Total in Bank $    9,940.56          π 

  Youth    0 

  Full Year            0  
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Membership is of great importance, both here at the level of the local chapter as well as the 

National level.  As a long time member I can highly recommend the expenditure of the additional 

dollars to become a member of the national organization. 

 

With membership come six copies of the IPMS Journal publication which is better than ever, and 

the right to participate at the IPMS National Convention contest. The subscription to the Journal 

alone is worth the cost of joining. 

 

A copy of the membership application is below or available on our website, or at the IPMS / USA 

website address, www.ipmsusa.org.  Complete the form and return it to the address listed at the 

bottom of the form along with your method of payment. 

  

                                                                

 

 
                                                                      

http://www.ipmsusa.org/
http://www.ipmsoc.org/ipmsoc.htm
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Membership Renewal Form 

Below is the new and improved Membership and Renewal form.  Print this page, fill 

it out and bring it to the meeting.  It is also available on-line at www.ipmsoc.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.ipmsoc.org/
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IPMS OC Meeting Candid Photos 
By Bob Penikas 
Commentary by you know who. 

All comments are strictly for entertainment purposes only and nothing is intended. Ed. 

 

Good crowd for the semi-annual 

Distressed Kit Auction.  

Auctioneer Sir David Frederick 

and helpers Steve Taylor, Tony 

Avalos, David O’Barr and kit 

spotter Mark Deliduka moved 

things along in orderly fashion. 

 

 

Tony Avalos confers with Treasurer Jeff Hunter to tally a 

payment. 

 

Mark Deliduka 

outbid everyone to 

win the coveted  

Mystery Box put 

together by Darnell 

Pocinich.   

Well over $150 

worth of kits. I 

think Mark bid $50. 

Such a deal. 

 

 

 

Your Editor trying to stay awake during the auction. Going on 

10:00 pm well over two hours past my normal snooze time.  

Livin on the razors edge baby!  
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Ex-club Treasurer Michael Bare enjoying his retired life by way of the Smithsonian Air & 

Space museum in DC specifically the recently restored TV prop Enterprise for the Star Trek 

series.  This piece was in pretty bad shape when they museum received it but now Michael 

reports it is in good shape and in good 

hands too. 

  

Fork-Tailed Devil follow up 
Our Northern 

correspondent Greg Kelly 

remembered he had some 

additional photos mailed 

to him from Carl Bong 

whom he had visited at 

one time in Osseo WI.  

Just a couple of nuggets 

that Greg has kept all 

these years and thought 

we might like to see. It 

looks like the postmark is 

Mar 1984.  Carl was not 

sure who is with Richard 

Bong in the left photo.   
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OrangeCon Judging 

Hello participants, I know it is a ways off but now would be a good time to start thinking about 

OrangeCon judging. If you are interested in helping out please see me at this month's meeting 

and I will put you on the signup sheet. If you would like you can also drop me an email if you're 

not going to make the meeting, derek_collins@sbcglobal.net. Thanks Guys!!  DC 
 

IPMS OC OrangeCon Trophy Party  

OK Folks, it is that time of year when we are looking for volunteers to help sand and finish our 

trophies for this year’s OrangeCon. Brian (I know,,,,,,” Who???????”) has done a fantastic job 

getting the wood blanks done this year. We are looking to complete the sanding on the weekend 

of August 5th at my shop in Anaheim. If you would like to help out please see me at this month’s 

meeting and I will give you directions and my phone number. We have 168 beautiful blocks of 

wood to sand smooth. We have the large industrial sanders covered but like last year we are 

looking for people who may have a small hand sander of their own who can come and put the 

finishing touches on Brian’s wood, wait, that didn’t sound right!!!! Oh, you know what I mean. 

Michael Bare has promised Pizza for those who help out. As well there will be plenty of non-

alcoholic beverages to pick from. Please consider coming to help out and spend some time with 

your fellow club members. 

Thank You!!! DC 

 

IPMS OC Contest Table 

By Derek Collins 
 Well,,,,, It looks like we had another fantastic Monthly Contest. Big “Thank You!!!” goes 

to Terry Huber for covering for me as Contest Director for the June meeting. I made a last minute 

choice to make my annual trek to Dallas for Eaglequest which fell on the same weekend as our 

meeting. Anyhow since I was not there I was unable to take any pictures but I trust that Terry will 

have pictures from a different source somewhere in this newsletter. Just a reminder the contest 

theme for July is “Classic Plastic”. Build that model that you have been waiting decades to build, 

that really old kit from when you were a kid, or that really old model you have been chasing and 

just picked up at a swap meet or a contest vendor table. Build some classic plastic!!! 
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Contest Entries and Results, June, 2017 
Theme: "First or Last" 

Total number of Modelers: 15 

Total number of entries: 23 

Masters Division: 

Richard Nicoletti 1/48 ME-262__________________________1st     

    Judges Choice Winner 

Keith Mundt 1/32 Bf-109 F-2_______________________2nd 

Mike Budzeika 1/48 F6F-3 Hellcat_____________________3rd 

Bob Bolton  1/24 Kelron Racing Special #94 

   1/24 Kelron Racing Special K-9 

                               1/72  YB-35 

Foster Rash  1/24 1952 MG TF 

Dan Salas  1/144 Ball 

Richard Nicoletti 1/350 Type XX1 

 

Advanced Division: 

Julian English 1/72 F-1 M2 Pete w/ Catapult_____________1st 

                                         Theme Winner 

Dan Matthews 1/35 M1A1 Abrams w/ Mine Plow_________2nd               

   1/48 F-117A Stealth Fighter______________ 3rd  

Julian English 1/72 K1-46 III 

                                1/35 Australian Solider 

Jim Fleming  1/72 ME  P1009 Messerschmitt  

Jim Teahan  1/40 Bell X-5 

Mark Deliduka 1/72 Russian GAZ Fuel Truck 

   1/72 T-14 Armata 

   1/72 FWD 3-Ton Ammo Carrier  

Bob Penikas  1/? 5 Plane Paper Diorama 

Kenneth Pick 1/24 Dodge Deora 

David Jorquez 1/48 F4U-1/2 Corsair 

Jake Holshuh 1/350 USS Independence LCS 
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Modeler of the Year Points Standings: 

1st  Julian English 30pts 

2nd  Dan Matthews 20pts 

3rd  Joe LoMusio 14pts 

4th  David Jorquez 12pts 

5th  Keith Mundt 11pts 

  Foster Rash  11pts 

 

Monthly Contest Photos by Bob Penikas 
As you wished Derek our own Bob Penikas supplied the June Contest Photos here below and in 

no particular order.  Again I am not a big fan of finding out what kit it is or who built it at a 

local club meeting. You can always look at the results above and figure out who built what.  For 

all the rest if you really want to know what kit it is then search out the modeler at the club 

meeting.  Anyone else reading the newseltter, who 

cares. If I know I will say what it is but just enjoy 

these scale model photos.  Ed. 
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Monthly Contest Photos 
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Monthly Contest Photos 
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Monthly Contest Photos 
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Monthly Contest Photos 
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OCIPMS  

Web Site News: 
 

 

 

 

Did you know that your OCIPMS web site is viewed internationally?  Below are some statistics 

about our club’s web site that show where most of our views come from, how the viewers 

access the site, what countries viewers come from, and how many (and what percentage of 

views) come from those countries. 

 
Dark blue indicates the country with the most views and lighter blue indicates other viewer’s 

countries. 

 

Below is the number of views from each country – OK, there aren’t a lot of views from 

Colombia, but somebody is looking!  These stats are only from the time of the new site 

changeover – about two months of data. So, over time we will build a lot more view data.  
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OCIPMS  

Web Site News: 

Our site averages about 30 views a day with a high of 107 views and several days above 70 

views. 
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OCIPMS  

Web Site News: 

This data shows the top sources of the searches for ipmsoc.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most viewed posts: 

 

 

http://www.ipmsoc.org/
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OCIPMS  

Web Site News: 

 

The club recently received an e-mail from a library director Located in Eastern Pennsylvania 

that was putting on a car model show for local kids. This is what he wrote:  

“I just wanted to reach out and say thank you for the OC IPMS website. Our library is going to 

be hosting a model car show for the first time this summer, and I wanted to put together a 

little presentation on scale modeling. I have one of the students in our summer tutoring 

program helping with research, and he ended up on your club's web site. We got some great 

info from the pages there and Michael (he's 13) insisted that we say thank you.” 

He went on to say nice things about the modeling resources available on our site and the 

quality of the models displayed.  It’s nice to know we are helping expand the hobby to kids in a 

small way and also reaching people all around the country and the world.  Keep up your 

support for the club and send in pictures of your builds – someone in the Philippines may be 

looking at your work.  JE 
 

~News Flash~ 

Don’t forget that OrangeCon is in September this year, 

not the usual October.  September 30
th

, Cal State 

Fullerton CA. 
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And now a message from AVG 

The IPMS Antelope Valley Group 

 

My name is Tracy Ackeret, I am the current President of the IPMS antelope Valley Chapter. We are 

located in Region 8 near Edwards Air Force Base. Each year we put on a contest that is held at the 

local Jr College. 

  

This year we are hosting the Region 8 regionals. There are 2 reasons for this email: First and foremost 

I would like to invite any interested parties from your chapter to join us at our contest. It is being held 

the last Saturday of Oct, the 28th. I have included one of our fliers. We would love to have some of your 

members join us for our contest. Second, this being the regionals we are wanted to put on a good show. 

Normally we fund our contests from our treasury. As you know putting on a contest can get a bit pricey 

so I am reaching out to other chapters to see if we might be able to get your chapter to sponsor one or 

more of our classes. Our plan is to engrave the name of the class sponsor on the trophies so your 

chapter would get some exposure from that. The trophies we are getting are quite nice, they are acrylic 

about ¾ inch thick with a wavy edge. The cost of each class is $45. In return, as would be expected 

our chapter has agreed that we would help out in the future if/when your chapter does another contest.  

  

By the way myself and several of our members were at your last contest and had a great time I know 

that I for one will be at this year’s contest. I know it’s a lot of work to put on a contest, as well as money, 

but I wanted you to know that we do appreciate your chapter putting on your last contest.  

  

Thanks for your time and hope to hear from you.  

V/R 

Tracy 

  

Tracy L Ackeret 

Chief Range Operations  

NASA Armstrong Flight Research Center (AFRC) 

Dryden Aeronautical Test Range (DATR) 

661-276-2741 Desk 

661-271-7132 Work Cell 

760-514-6025 Home Cell 

tracy.l.ackeret@nasa.gov 

  

Editor’s Note 

That is actually a pretty good deal at $45 and the camaraderie that comes along with it.  I just 

recently looked for our own awards for my local club and spent a lot more for the same quality 

award. I must say I am never disappointed with one of the AVG’s great awards. 

 

 

 

mailto:tracy.l.ackeret@nasa.gov


IPMS ORANGE COUNTY Newsletter 

July 2017       

 

 

 

 

 
 

26 

BOOK REVIEW – Warships International 

By Nat Richards 
Warship International – June 2017 
 

The latest issue of Warship International, the 
publication of the International Naval 
Research Organization is out. Don't let the 
cover image fool you in to thinking it only 
covers modern topics. The magazine covers 
warships of the steam age to date and is one 
of the best sources of information on ships of 
the 19th and early 20th centuries. 
 
If you are looking for information on iron and 
steel warships and their appearance, wish to 
get in touch with other naval hobbyists, or are 
interested in the general subject of warships, 
INRO and Warship International are what you 
have been seeking! 
 
Volume 54 Issue 2 - June 2017 
Feature Articles  

• Torpedo Boats of the Imperial Japanese 

Navy Part II  

• More on the Career of the Imperial Japanese Navy Patrol Boat 102 (ex-USS Stewart) 

• USS Kearsage (BB-5)  

Cover The Portuguese Navy frigate Vasco da Gama (F 330) shown here at the harbor 

of Valetta, Malta on 24 February 2006. The ship is named after the famous Portuguese 

explorer Vasco da Gama. The ship was LD, 2 February 1989; builder, B&V, Hamburg; 

launched, 26 June 1989; commissioned, 18 January 1991. Photograph is from the 

collection of our member Leo van Ginderen 

The organization is trying to expand its membership - to find out more visit their 

website at www.warship.org 

NR 

 

 

 

http://www.warship.org/
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Vice President’s Column, July 2017 

By Sean Fallesen 

As you have likely noticed, there are usually other conferences at the Cal State Fullerton student 

center the same time as OrangeCon.  This year, we will be coordinating with one of them. 

  

No, not the scrap bookers, or the engineering honors society… we’re teaming up with the 

Historical Miniatures Gaming Society, who will be hosting their “Mini-Wars 2017” event on the 

Saturday of OrangeCon as well as the following Sunday.  (Hey, how come they get a 2-day show 

and we only get one?) 

  

I have often said that my interest in modeling comes mostly from my fascination with history – 

where researching and building a model is like creating a tangible piece of that history that I can 

hold in my own hands.  For others it’s more about what could be, or could have been.  For others 

still, it’s mostly about the artistry.  (And there are really very few for whom it is an all-or-nothing 

proposition – goodness knows I certainly enjoy throwing in a hypothetical or “this just looks 

cool” subject into the mix.)  And this history/hypothetical/artistic focus is applicable to all 

branches of modeling: military & civilian, cars & ships, trains & figures.  So when you think 

about it, it becomes obvious that there is a considerable amount of crossover interest between our 

hobbies.  Yes, the miniatures gamers “play with their models,” while we at IPMS typically “just 

look at them,” but there is a common current of historical (and extra-historical) fascination that 

flows through both.   

 

Therefore, for this month’s meeting, we will have as our special guest Mr. Harmon Ward III, 

President of the Pacific Southwest chapter of the Historical Miniatures Gaming Society, and 

“Keeper of the Keys” of the St. Crispin’s Irregulars Hobby Day.  Mr. Ward has an intense interest 

in history, gaming, and miniatures fully commensurate to such a position with the HGMS, but 

over-arching all of this is his belief in the importance of face-to-face community among 

hobbyists.  A long-time member of the Knights of Columbus, he has been able to use their 

Anaheim hall to host Hobby Day.  

 

In his own words: 

“When my wife died in 2004 I was left with 5 grown children and a lot of emptiness.  At the time, 

the local game convention scene was slowly dying and few hobby shops had active gaming areas. 

I started St. Crispin's Irregulars to fill the free time with something constructive. Every second 

Saturday of every month I opened the local Knights of Columbus hall to games and hobbies of 

all sorts. 
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Vice President’s Column, July 2017 

 

We had only one rule, which was that all entertainment was to be non-computer based, to 

encourage the development of personal friendships. That seems to have worked. It is 13 years 

later and we are still getting together to play games, build models and talk about hobbies and 

life.” 

 

And as for the mission of the St. Crispin’s Irregulars: 

“To introduce and build lifelong friendships. Everything else is secondary.” 

As for the explanation of the name… I could put it right here, but I don’t want to give away 

everything… 

 

Anyhow, while the typical Hobby Day is meant for all types of non-computer models and gaming, 

the Mini-Wars event is focused on historical miniatures gaming.  This convention is something 

that Mr. Ward has been working on for several years, and it has finally come to fruition and I am 

excited that we can be a part of it.   So I have asked Mr. Ward to visit our club this month to talk 

to us about the convention, the HGMS, and anything else we’d like to know or he’d like to tell us 

about.  Please extend to him a warm welcome!  SF 
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On the Road Again Part 3 
By Foster Rash 
 

Part 3: Western Nevada 
 
After a good visit with Gordon and sightseeing in the Gold Rush country, on Monday 
morning we headed west for Nevada and the final leg of our journey.  Having "pigged-out" 
on Mexican food the night before, we weren't very hungry so the complimentary continental 
breakfast at the motel was plenty.  We hit the road early for Carson City. 
 
Nevada State Railroad Museum 
 
Beautifully restored "Glenbrook" wood burning locomotive 
 
The Nevada State Railroad Museum in Carson City has a 
collection of immaculately restored equipment housed in 
modern purpose-built structures.  Their emphasis is Nevada 
railroads such as the Virginia & Truckee and the Carson & 
Colorado. The museum has the only operating McKeen car in 
the world.  

 
 ( 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

McKeen railcars were powered by an internal combustion engine 
Unfortunately heavy rains the week before had washed out some of the museum track and 
the McKeen car was confined to the car barn. 
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On the Road Again Part 3 
 
Although crews were busy repairing the track, the museum staff were very accommodating 
and opened the car barn so we could see and board the McKeen. 
 

     McKeen car interior 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
View of the museum from the turntable.  Car barn 
on left, museum building on right 
 
The rusty chassis on the flat car is from a 1921 White 
rail car. White manufactured the M2/M3 half-tracks 
in WWII 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

Carson & Colorado depot from Wabuska has 
been relocated to the Nevada State Railroad 
Museum grounds 
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On the Road Again Part 3 

Carson & Colorado Railroad 
 
We began our trip at the southern end of the Carson & Colorado in Owens Valley.  Now 
we were about to explore the northern end of the line.  The Virginia & Truckee RR linked 
Virginia City and the Comstock mines with the transcontinental Central Pacific RR; the 
interchange was at Mound House near Carson City.  In 1879 there was a large gold strike 
in Bodie, CA, about 75 miles south of Carson City, and Bodie became one of the largest 
cities in California at the time. 
 
The owners of the V&T built the Carson & Colorado, a 3' narrow gauge extension south 
from Mound House, to serve Bodie, Benton, Bridgeport, Bishop and other mining towns 
along the Nevada-California border.  The narrow gauge railroad was purchased by the 
Southern Pacific in 1900 with the intention of widening it to standard gauge and continuing 
it south from Lone Pine to link up with the SP at Mojave.  But the mining boom began to 
wane and plans to widen and extend the line were shelved.  However the mining booms a 
few years later in Tonopah and Goldfield provided enough traffic for the narrow gauge line 
so that the Southern Pacific made a profit on its investment in the C&C.  In 1912 SP built 
the standard gauge Jawbone extension from Mojave to interchange with the SP narrow 
gauge at Lone Pine (Owenyo).  Southern Pacific continued to operate the narrow gauge 
railroad until it was abandoned in 1960. 
 
Dayton 
Carson & Colorado Dayton depot was moved to this 
location in the "Old Town" area when the highway was 
widened.  It is now undergoing restoration 

 
 
 
 
 
Narrow gauge boxcar being used as storage shed at 
Dayton depot, sign reads "Volunteers Wanted." 
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On the Road Again Part 3 

Main St. in old Dayton.  There are several 
1880s buildings clustered near the old 
depot 

Traveling south on Hwy 95 we spotted some 
old aircraft.  Look closely and you will see a blue drip bucket below the cowling.  Oil 
appeared fresh, plane looks to be airworthy 

Old Beech at same airstrip, slowly 
sinking into the sand, has not flown 
in quite some time 
 
Mina 
Mina was founded as a railroad town 
and its claim to fame is a 1921 murder 
that resulted in the world's first 
execution by lethal gas. I had read 
that the Carson & Colorado depot 
was being used as a cafe but a 
volunteer at the Nevada State RR 
Museum told us that the Union 
Pacific (present owner of railroad 
properties in the town) had 

demolished the depot and other abandoned railroad structures to avoid liability for injury 
to trespassers.  
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On the Road Again Part 3 

 
Mina depot has been torn down 
 
We did find a large concrete foundation 
near the old right of way which might 
have been either the depot or a freight 
house site.  We also located a matrix of 
concrete piers that had supported the 
water tank. 

 
A study in weathering.  A house in Mina, 
note the sagging in roof between the 
rafters 
 
Mina is virtually a ghost town.  We saw 
some sketchy looking characters living in 
a derelict RV eyeing us as we took a few 
photos of decaying homes;  I thought of 
the TV series Breaking Bad.  We didn't 
linger, sure didn't want to interrupt 
someone who might have been doing 
something they shouldn't be! 
 
Tonopah 
In 1900, a prospector named Jim Butler was looking for a burro that had wandered off when 
he discovered some promising looking ore near Tonopah Springs. After returning to his 
home in Belmont, NV, Butler told a young attorney named Tasker Oddie about his discovery. 
Oddie had the ore assayed, it was worth $200 a ton.  Butler, Oddie and Wilse Brougher 
formed a partnership to develop the claim and the Nevada Gold Rush of 1902-07 was on!  
Butler eventually sold his interest.  Oddie formed the Tonopah Belmont Development 
Company, became wealthy and entered politics; He became the governor and then senator 
from Nevada.   The mines in this district produced over $1.2 BILLION! 
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On the Road Again Part 3 

 
The Tonopah Historic Mining Park is located on the site of the original mining claims. The 
park encompasses portions of four of the original mining companies and covers more than 
100 acres.  Most of the buildings and equipment are in a state of arrested decay.  These are 
not artifacts that have been relocated here to create a tourist attraction, this is the real deal. 
Dangerous open shafts and vents have been plugged or fenced off and a walking trail makes 
access relatively easy.  Check out this link: 
http://www.tonopahnevada.com/TonopahMiningPark/docs/WalkingTour.pdf 

 
 
Inside the hoist house of the Silver Top mine 
 
Ore bin at the Silver Top Mine.  Dirt path under bin is 
actually the old roadbed of the Tonopah & Goldfield RR 
that served the mining district 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tramway to the ore bin.  You 
can walk out on this if you like 
(and we did).  Note chain link 
safety railing 
 
 

http://www.tonopahnevada.com/TonopahMiningPark/docs/WalkingTour.pdf
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On the Road Again Part 3 

 
This little tracked power shovel begs to be modeled.  
Look for one of these on the contest table sometime 
in the future 
 
We spent about two hours on the self-guided tour 
and spoke with some of the volunteers working on 
restoring the shaft into the Mizpah mine.  I took a 
gazillion photos of old mining equipment for my 
modeling notebook and could have stayed all day 
had time permitted.  

  
Wyatt Earp and his wife Josie arrived in the boomtown in 1902.  They had made a fortune 
operating saloons, gambling and prostitution in Alaska during the Yukon Gold Rush; "Mining 
the miners," was the way he phrased it.  With partner Tex Rickard, he opened The Northern 
Saloon in Tonopah.  Wyatt was recruited by local mining interests to head a private police 
force on the condition that “You will not shoot except in self-defense.”  He agreed, but 
stipulated, “I must be the judge of when the self-defense starts.” Perhaps due to Wyatt’s 
reputation as a gunfighter, there were no shooting incidents while he was on the job. 
 
Wyatt Earp standing in entrance to "The Northern" saloon.  Wife Josie on horseback in 
white top 
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On the Road Again Part 3 

 
Wyatt Earp's saloon was located in the now 
vacant lot to the left of the corner store 
 
The Mizpah Hotel was the tallest building in 
Nevada when it was built in 1907. 
 
The Mizpah Hotel promotes the legend that 
Wyatt Earp tended bar there and that Jack 
Dempsey was the bouncer.  But Wyatt left 
Nevada in 1905; that’s two years before the 
Mizpah was built.  

 
As a teenager, Dempsey was a drifter who 
travelled through the west and earned 
money as a saloon fighter.  In 1915 he 
fought in Tonopah and Goldfield but 
there is no evidence he was the bouncer 
at the Mizpah.  Anyway, the Earp-
Dempsey connection could make for an 
interesting story line for a movie. 
 

Goldfield 

South of Tonopah, Goldfield was the most 
impressive ghost town we visited on this trip.  OK, 
with a population of 268 it's not quite a ghost 
town yet!  It is the Esmeralda County seat and the 
court house is still in use.  Goldfield was founded 
in 1902 and had a population of 30,000 during the 
peak boom year of 1906 when its mines produced 
$11 million in gold. By 1912, ore production had 
dropped to $5 million.  
 

Esmeralda Co. Courthouse in Goldfield is still in use 
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On the Road Again Part 3 

 
Goldfield Hotel was once the finest and 
most luxurious hotel in the west.  
President Teddy Roosevelt spoke to a 
large crowd in the street from the 
balcony in 1908.  A new roof has recently 
been put on the building and restoration 
is planned 
 
Wyatt Earp had met Tex Rickard in Alaska 
and they had led similar lives. Like Wyatt,  
Rickard was also a hustler who had been a 
cowboy, lawman, gambler, mining 
speculator and saloon operator.  They 
became  partners in The Northern Saloon in Tonopah and when Goldfield boomed, they 
opened a second, larger Northern Saloon there.   

 
The Northern Saloon, Goldfield 
 
Wyatt managed the gambling operation and 
encouraged his brother Virgil, who was living 
in Colton, CA at the time, to join him where 
the “money was following like wine."  Virgil 
and his wife Allie arrived in Nevada in 1904.  
Virgil's left arm was useless, having been 
maimed by a shotgun blast in an ambush 
when he was the marshal in Tombstone, AZ.  
But due to his reputation, he soon became an 

Esmeralda County deputy sheriff and also found employment as a “special officer,” at the 
National Club, a lively Goldfield saloon. Despite the job title, he was basically a glorified 
bouncer.  Virgil died of pneumonia in Goldfield in 1905. 
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On the Road Again Part 3 

Virgil Earp 
 
 
 
 
Virgil Earp lived in 
this house 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wyatt left Goldfield after Virgil died.  Rickard 
stayed on, ran the saloon and promoted prize 
fights, including the Gans-Nelson World 
Lightweight Championship match in 1906; Rickard 
made what was a fantastic offer at the time of 
$32,000 to stage the fight. To capture the 
imagination of the public he piled the fight purse, 
a mountain of $10 and $20 gold coins, in the 
window of The Northern saloon.  8,000 people 
attended the 42 round fight.  

   

 

 

Gans-Nelson Fight Monument, Goldfield 
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On the Road Again Part 3 

 
Tex Rickard House, Goldfield 
 
In 1910 Rickard promoted the famous 
fight between Jack Johnson and Jim 
Jeffries .  The fight took place in Reno 
in front of 20,000 people.  Boxing was 
the only sport at the time in which 
blacks were permitted to compete 
against whites.  Joe Gans and Jack 
Johnson were African-Americans who 
became champion fighters; a situation 
which angered many whites.  Jim 

Jeffries was considered "the great white hope" to defeat Johnson. But Jeffries' loss triggered 
race riots across the country and Rickard did not see a viable future in promoting prizefights. 
 
He left the country and bought a cattle ranch in Paraguay.  While in South America he 
married an American named Edith Mae who, as Goldfield locals say, was actually Etta Place, 
the former girlfriend of the "Sundance Kid."     
 

Was Edith Mae Rickard actually 
Etta Place?  
 
 
Tex Rickard and Jack Dempsey 
 
Rickard and Edith returned to 
the US in 1914.  In 1915 Rickard 
crossed paths with a young 
drifter and saloon fighter named 
Jack Dempsey.  He made a 
fortune promoting fights for 
Dempsey. 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_Johnson_(boxer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_J._Jeffries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_J._Jeffries
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On the Road Again Part 3 

 
Rickard eventually built the Madison Square Garden in New York City and earned the title 
of "Boxing's Greatest Promoter." 
 
As we drove around the empty streets we saw many substantially built stone and brick 
structures instead of the typical boomtown wooden storefronts.  Some of the homes, though 
mostly run-down or abandoned, had attractive turn of the century architectural details.  
They were a cut above the basic miners cabins we had seen in other towns, which indicated 
that Goldfield had once been very prosperous.  

Fire Station had two fire trucks outside and one 
inside 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stabilization work underway to preserve the 
High School which closed in 1947 
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On the Road Again Part 3 

Old slot machines and furniture 
were visible through the 
windows of this bank building 

 

 

 

Sign below reads "Ford Sales & 
Service" but it doesn't appear 
anything has been sold or 
serviced here in a long time 

 

Most of the businesses along the 
highway were closed and there is not 
even an open gas station in town.  We 
wandered about taking photos and 
found a business that was open, 
"Hidden Treasures,” a curio shop on a 
side street.  We went in, bought a 
couple of items and chatted-up the 
proprietor.   

He gave us some local history, directions to the Virgil 
Earp house and told us that a volunteer group was 
restoring the Tonopah and Goldfield RR engine 
house on the east side of town.  He gave us directions 
to the old rail yard.  It was an incredible treasure 
trove of equipment not visible from the highway and 
included a bone-yard of 1910-30s era automobiles 
and parts! 

Old wooden coach and Model T Fords 
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On the Road Again Part 3 

A cab-less steam locomotive and 
wooden box cars 

   Stacks of old car parts 

Engine house (on right) has been 
partially disassembled and roof trusses 
are neatly stacked on the ground.  New 
timbers indicate reconstruction work 
in progress 

 

This junk yard was a hot rodders dream 
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On the Road Again Part 3 

Wooden box car was in fairly good shape. 

 

 

Tonopah & Tidewater Railroad 

 The T&T is one of my favorite railroads  

The Tonopah & Tidewater RR was a standard 

gauge line constructed in the early 1900s to 

serve the mines in the area. The T&T never 

actually made it to its goal of either Tonopah 

or "Tidewater" (San Diego, CA). It ran from 

Goldfield and terminated at the interchange 

with the AT&SF at Ludlow, CA. 

The T&T's largest customer was Pacific 

Borax in Death Valley.  So when that operation relocated to Boron, the railroad fell on 

hard times. The line was abandoned in 1940. The rails were removed and shipped to Egypt 

where the British used them to extend their supply line across northern Africa in the 

fighting against the Afrika Korps.  Much of the old T&T right of way is undisturbed because 

of the remote area that it travels through. 

Above right, T&T right of way can be seen cutting horizontally across the hills in the 

background.  Near Shoshone, CA 
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On the Road Again Part 3 

The Tonopah & Tidewater 

ran some handsome 

consists 

 
Rhyolite 
We continued south on 
Hwy 95 to Beatty, then 
headed west on Hwy 374 
towards Death Valley.  On 
the way we stopped at 
Rhyolite. 

 

Heading west across the Amargosa Desert to 

Rhyolite. Death Valley is just over that 

mountain range 

Some of the buildings in Rhyolite were 
substantially constructed but have been 
severely damaged by vandals 

Rhyolite was founded in 1904, had a 
population of over 10,000 at its peak 
in 1907. Three railroads served the 
town with yards that could 
accommodate over 100 freight cars.  
A network of 400 electric streetlight 
poles were installed to light the town. 
A number of very impressive 
buildings were erected including a 
bank and a large mercantile store.  
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On the Road Again Part 3 

 
The town had 45 saloons, an opera house, a number of dance halls, a slaughterhouse and 
two railroad depots. It had an efficient water system and an abundant water supply; enough 
for three public swimming pools!  More than 85 mining companies were active in the hills 
around the city. Rhyolite began to decline in 1908 as the mines started to play out and by 
1920 it was a ghost town.   

The Las Vegas & Tonopah RR 
Station 
 
 

Old caboose appears to have 
been repurposed at one time 
as a dwelling 

Caboose interior 
 
    Rhyolite jail 
 
 
 

Beer 
and 
whiskey 
bottles 
used as 
construction materials.  Unfortunately many old 
"bottle houses" have been torn down by vandals to 
get the collectible bottles 
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On the Road Again Part 3 

 

Death Valley 

From Rhyolite it was a short drive over the Grapevine Mountains to Death Valley.    We 

toured the southern end of the valley and visited the Harmony Borax works. The 

temperature that afternoon was 112 degrees on the thermometer at the visitor’s center. 

Harmony Borax Works 

 

 

Settling tanks, piping and an old boiler used 

in refining borax 

Borax wagon train 

The two wagons held 25 tons, or a 
carload, of borax; The combined weight 
of the two, loaded wagons was more than 
60,000 pounds. The tank wagon carried 
1200 gallons of water. The 20 mule team 
wagons traveled 162 miles from Furnace 
Creek to Mojave or from the mines at 
Old Borate to Dagget, which were the 

nearest railroad points.  The wagons could cover about 16 miles a day and a one-way trip 
took about ten days.  On the inbound trip the wagons carried provisions that were cached 
along the route for the outbound trip.  There were from six to eight of these wagon trains 
on the road at any given time. 
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Remember the TV show "Death Valley Days?"  You could send 
a Boraxo box top and a dollar to the "Old Ranger" to get a 
model of the 20 Mule Team wagon train 
 
A model kit of the 20 Mule Team Wagon Train was made for 
Boraxo by Revell. At the time, Revell produced the Miniature 

Masterpiece series of historic horse drawn vehicles. Most of these kits were approximately 
1:50 scale and the series included a stage coach, prairie schooner, chuck wagon, ranch wagon, 
and medicine show among others.  The 20 Mule Team model is 1:67 scale and the kits are 
still available through the Death Valley Natural History Assoc. 
 
Death Valley Railroad 
 
Rich borax deposits were discovered on the east side of Death Valley in 1914.  The Pacific 
Coast Borax Company constructed a 20 mile narrow gauge railroad from the mines at Ryan 
to interchange with the Tonopah & Tidewater at Death Valley Junction.  Much of the railroad 
ran parallel to what is today Hwy. 190.  One train per day, bringing food and water to Ryan 
in the morning and returning with ore in the afternoon.  Pacific Coast Borax relocated their 
operation to Boron (near Edwards AFB) when better deposits of Borax were discovered 
there.  When the mining finally ceased at Ryan in 1927, the miner’s dormitories were 
converted into the Death Valley View Hotel.  
The railroad utilized a Brill railcar (the Brill 
has been restored and is now in the Laws 
Museum near Bishop, CA) to carry tourists 
from Death Valley Junction to the resort at 
Ryan. 
 
Hollywood starlets promote Death Valley as 
a tourist destination.  This Brill railcar is 
the one that has been restored and on 
display at Laws. 
 
Unfortunately tourism was insufficient to make the operation profitable and the resort and 
railroad ceased operations in 1931. 



IPMS ORANGE COUNTY Newsletter 

July 2017       

 

 

 

 

 
 

48 
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The Death Valley Conservatory periodically offers tours of Ryan 
http://www.riotinto.com/documents/RioTinto_RyanMiningCamp.pdff 

 
Death Valley Junction / Amargosa 
 
The Amargosa Hotel was built at Death Valley 
Junction to accommodate the tourist business in 
the Death Valley area, which was actively 
promoted in the 1920’s.  After the departure of 
Pacific Borax, the town struggled to stay alive as 
a tourist destination. 
 
In the 1960’s dancer Marta Beckett fell in love 
with the area and rented the recreation hall at 

the Amargosa Hotel to stage ballet performances.  She renovated the hall and named it the 
Amargosa Opera House.  When National Geographic and Life magazines printed stories 
about her theater, she began to attract visitors from around the world.  Jenna McClintock 
saw a performance when she was six years old and was inspired to start training in ballet.  
After a career with the Oakland Ballet, Jenna returned to thank Marta, and decided to stay 
and maintain the tradition.  Jenna now lives there and gives performances three nights a 
week. 

Murals inside the Opera House were painted by Marta Becket 
 

http://www.riotinto.com/documents/RioTinto_RyanMiningCamp.pdff
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On the Road Again Part 3 
Pahrump 
 
Were any of you ever fans of Art Bell’s Coast to Coast AM late night radio talk show?  It 
was a weirdly entertaining show the Bell broadcast from his home in Pahrump.  He and his 
guests discussed off-beat topics like the paranormal, the occult, conspiracy theories, Area 51 
and UFO’s. 
 
We spent our last night on the road at the Pahrump Nugget Hotel & casino.  This was the 
best deal on food and lodging the entire trip.  At $69 it was both the cheapest and nicest 
room we stayed in.  We enjoyed a hearty prime rib dinner with all the trimmings for $13 in 
the hotel restaurant.  In the morning we had more than we could eat breakfast of bacon, 
eggs, potatoes and pancakes for $7.  Love that casino food! 
 
Las Vegas 
 
We rolled into Vegas mid-morning on Wednesday where Bob had an afternoon flight back 
to Tucson.  But before I dropped him at the airport and headed for home, we had one more 
stop to make. 
 
Count’s Kustoms 

 
The Count and his crazy crew 
 
Danny Koker aka, "The Count," is the 
proprietor of Count's Kustoms, a custom car 
and motorcycle shop in Las Vegas.  He's also 
the star of the History Channel reality TV 
show Counting Cars.  What I enjoy about 
Counting Cars is the lack of cursing and 
tantrums seen in many other car-build 

shows.  The Count's crew are a bunch of characters who seem to enjoy each other and what 
they do.  Entrepreneur Danny is always having a good time. 
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Click on link for "The Count" on Letterman Show, it's an amusing interview. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4FF4H6W-ICA 
 

Buick Riviera with a Count's Kustoms 
vibe 
 
The Count has an impressive collection 
of cars and motorcycles and there is no 
admission charge to see them.  But 
visitors exit through a well-stocked gift 
shop where friendly, busty, babes help 
lighten your wallet.  The Count is a 

merchandising genius and I found the Count's Kustoms trinkets and trash to be irresistible.  
They were doing so much business that there were two cashiers, with registers whirring, at 
check-out. Better to lose your gas money to the Count than a 
casino! 
 
A couple of hi-rollers in search of a kool kustom 
   
Commemorative Structure 
I modeled a Turn of the Century house which incorporated 
features of some of the old homes we had seen in on our trip. 
The 1:48 scale model was constructed of wood and cardboard 
with plastic window castings. I finished the structure as it 

might have appeared in its 
prime, in other words, no 
heavy weathering or decay. 
FR   
 
 
Turn of the Century 
House 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4FF4H6W-ICA
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WWII US Aircraft Carrier Deck Colors 

By Julian English 

If you look at pictures of US WWII aircraft carrier models online or even in museums, 
you see a lot of different colors for the flight decks.  After doing some research I found 
out that the Navy had standards for deck colors.  However, I found other references that 
talked about repaired decks and even carriers delivered to service with non-standard 
deck colors.  So, what is the right color?   

In 1941 the Navy was experimenting with blue deck stain for camouflage; by the time 
the US was attacked at Pearl most carrier decks were in some shade of blue deck stain. 
While there was some variation, the standard "Norfolk No. 250N Blue Flight Deck Stain" 
was adopted. This stain was very close to the "Deck Blue" paint used on metal decks 
and wood decks of other ships (battleships, cruisers, etc.) 

However, in 1943 the colors were changed to #21 Flight Deck stain, which more closely 
matched the lighter Ocean Gray used on navy ships in some camouflage schemes. It 
didn't last long though, around mid-1944 the Navy began issuing a Flight Deck stain 
which once again went back to the deck blue color and was a close match to Glossy Sea 
Blue (GSB) of the aircraft (without the gloss). This lasted throughout the war and into the 
Korean conflict. 

 

Blue deck stain 
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WWII US Aircraft Carrier Deck Colors 
 

Considering the amount of heavy use and abuse these decks took, (sun fading, oil 

stains, old wood, fresh wood, rubber skid marks, etc.) the color may have ranged from 

a dark dirty color to a worn gray look.  I also read that some decks were replaced at 

forward repair bases and left in a natural “wood” color.  The wood used was Douglass 

fir and if left untreated, would turn a gray color.  

 

 

1943 gray deck 

 

 

 

 

Another thing to consider is that before 1941, the deck color was officially a red-brown 

wood stain.  So, in the 1930’s during the “yellow wing” period the carrier decks were 

stained in the red-brown color with yellow stripes. 

I have seen a lot of gray and wood color decks on models and I think this is how they 
may have looked after fading and abuse, but the tan wood color is probably not 
accurate.  However there a lot of pictures showing the dark blue decks especially late 
in the war. It’s your choice on what you think is right. 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjq2PLokoDVAhVV_mMKHVNjDU8QjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/91549804900961289/&psig=AFQjCNFLxCDLjSJW1NoFm6tZetHpL3XCAw&ust=1499804658923253
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj7vuiLk4LVAhVU62MKHaivC64QjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/jarrspide/planes-douglas-sbd-dauntless-a-24-banshee/&psig=AFQjCNFLxCDLjSJW1NoFm6tZetHpL3XCAw&ust=1499804658923253
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WWII US Aircraft Carrier Deck Colors  

 

 

 

Beat-up deck - faded blue  

 

 

Japanese carrier decks were a 
yellowish-tan color throughout the 
war. Japanese deck planking ran 
the length of the deck, not across 
the deck like the US carriers - the 
last Japanese carriers were made 
with steel decks painted a gray 
color. 

      Akagi  

British WWII carriers had armored steel decks and look 

like some variation of gray (I was unable to determine the 

correct color reference)  

One of the fun things 

about modeling is 

creating accurate 

depictions of the real 

thing, but sometimes 

figuring out what the 

real thing looked like 

is not always 

easy…..JE 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj4sZbJioLVAhVExWMKHdBmAfAQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/rachlwritesWWII/wwii-navy/&psig=AFQjCNFLxCDLjSJW1NoFm6tZetHpL3XCAw&ust=1499804658923253
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj_0-vvk4LVAhUH4WMKHehwCuwQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/kotaka23/ships/&psig=AFQjCNGGwCW0n0I03RLbG861LIBnF7lIqg&ust=1499894253303450
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiQiPW4hYLVAhVY22MKHYnRAkIQjRwIBw&url=http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/world-war-ii-history/pictures/world-war-ii-pilots-and-planes/men-working-around-plane-on-ship-deck&psig=AFQjCNFLxCDLjSJW1NoFm6tZetHpL3XCAw&ust=1499804658923253
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The Insane Model Contest 

Or what it takes to put on a model contest 
By Terry Huber 
 

This idea for the Insane Model Contest came about between the Southern California AMPS 

chapter and the IPMS South Orange County Insane Modeling Posse chapter in late 2015.  The 

show was finally held this past June in Mission Viejo CA.  Since having gone through the past 

experience from my time as Contest Director at IPMS Orange County, and have been through a 

few OrangeCon shows, and now our own South County club contest, I’m here to offer you some 

advice when wanting to have your own contest and show.  This article got way too long after I 

started it so only if you really want to have a contest, read on, otherwise you might be bored to 

tears. 
 

There are usually 8 different areas that need to be covered when holding a model contest. You 

should start planning at least a year or more in advance of the event date.  Be aware of other show 

dates in your IPMS region so you do not conflict with a date near you or another non-IPMS 

affiliated show. Check with your regional chapter coordinator if you are not sure. The areas are: 

 Budget 

 Venue or location   

 Contest Flyer 

 Insurance 

 Awards and what type 

 Vendor room for sellers 

 Raffle 

 Sponsors for the contest   

BUDGET 

There are a lot of considertions for expenditures and revenue. The budget should be decided 

upon up front with the Principles involved in the contest.  (Usually you have a chair person(s) to 

decide these things and whom are the Principles and what decision making powers they have). 

 What will you charge to enter the contest? 

 How much to charge after the usual first three models? 

 Will the general public be free to enter or will there be a door charge? 
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Or what it takes to put on a model contest 
 

You will have to estimate how many modelers will enter and at what price to get your initial 

revenue number.  Yes at this point in time it is only a guess.  Depending upon your area in the 

country you have to determine this intial number of people wanting to enter your contest. Don’t 

fret too much about the cost, if you put on the show, they will come. 

 

The other items for the budget are of course the venue, the cost of the awards and what to spend 

or have donated as raffle items, and what you would expect to have as awards sponsors for your 

show.  This is dependent upon how many categories in the contest you will have, and what the 

cost of the awards package (usually a first, second, third) in a catgeory will be.  For estimating 

purposes for the budget, expect at least half of your potential categories to be sponsored if you 

have done a good job promoting the opportunity. 

 

VENUE OR LOCATION 

Not sure where to have your show?  No one is.  Start looking around at your local area 

churches, community centers, VFW halls, union halls, FOP Lodges, hobby shops. Check in 

with your city to see what kind of places are for rent as public rooms, check with local hotels on 

their banquet rooms or extra large seminar / meeting rooms.  Believe it or not, some restaurants 

have large banquet rooms they will rent out and tell them that everyone will eat there for a 

discount.  It sure helps on cost if someone is a resident in the city of the venue, there is usually a 

discount then.  Look for as facility slightly larger than you need in case of overflow. You can 

always adjust next year. 

  

Once you find the venue, make sure to reserve a year in advance.  Most places do not require a 

deposit but check on your situation.  Also find out if they can provide the table space needed 

based upon your estimate for the show.  Some places require a years notice plus once you are on 

the list you can visit the site to estimate what kinds of tables are available and if the layout will 

work. 

 

You’ll need the required number of tables per category you are planning on.  Some categories 

like Figures require less space than Dioramas.  Single prop 1/48 scale needs usually more than 

one table to present correctly.  Armor as well usually needs more than one table.  Ships and 

submarines, dioramas can also consume large table areas if these models are prevelant in your 

area.  As a last note, if you are deciding on having vendors at your show, make sure you have 

the room and find out what is needed to sell at the show if anything. 
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Or what it takes to put on a model contest 
 

Again you are estimating what categories you should have, how many tables you will need, and 

everything else.  This is where the contest flyer comes in. I cannot stress enough how important 

this little 8 1/2 x 11” piece of paper is. 

 

CONTEST FLYER 

Decide with the Principles what the 

categories will be.  We went overboard at 

our show because of sub categories and as 

a result had leftover awards, but not that 

many.  You may want to start with basic 

categories like aircraft, armor, automotive, 

ships and subs, sci-fi, figures, dioramas, 

miscellaneous and juniors as a good start.  

You can split those categories how you 

need to but at least for the contest flyer, get 

down the category number and subject, 

along with the contest date, location, times, 

cost to enter, spectator cost, and any other 

tidbit of info you think might help.  Here is 

our Insane Contest flyer designed by Stan 

Spooner.  This was a combination show 

where AMPS style judging would be used 

for the armor category, everyting else, 

IPMS rules including figures and 

dioramas. 
 

Get this flyer put together by someone that is good with computers or go to your local print 

shop to have it assembled and ready to be printed.  My print shop took the file like this and gave 

me 500 on super nice stock flyers for $160.  Your price may vary of course depending upon 

your location in the country.  This is part of your expenditures for the budget.   
 

Now this is where the flyer needs to be put up at facebook or Pintrest, plus the printed copies 

are taken to other model contests to be placed on the tables for pickup, at the local hobby shops, 

at your own club meetings or other club meetings to start the promotion of the contest. 

Something I wish we would have done a little bit better but this is important.  Get that flyer out 

there. Everywhere.  Check back often at hobbiy shops for replenishment of your flyer. 
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Or what it takes to put on a model contest 

 

INSURANCE 

Well of course this is needed just in case.  Our facility we rented from did not ask for it.  Most 

others will.  If you are an IPMS paid up chapter you have this available already through the 

National IPMS governing body.  Check at the IPMS National Website for details.  For our 

show, the Amor Modeling and Preservation Society insurance was filed with our facility. 

Might be kind of risky doing it any other way unless it is a very small tiny show in a tiny town 

like at Freed’s Tavern or some place like that. 

 

AWARDS AND WHAT TYPE 

This is always a big discussion item with the Principles.  What to give out as an award that will 

not only be great for the modeler but give a good first impression just in case there will be next 

year.  I have received a few awards before from different contests and you actually do 

remember and appreciate how nice those unique ones are.  The Antelope Valley Group IPMS 

comes to mind here which are some of the best awards around in Region 8.  Remember, budget 

for a little more but don’t go overboard with the awards.  Might want to look at $3 to $4 per 

award depending upon your area.  So take the number of categories you have and multiply that 

by three for first, second, third by usual IPMS rules. If you are using open judging I’ll talk 

about that in a minute. 

 

We decided to go with a 2 inch challenge coin award with a 

spur gear edge as it is something that turned out to be pretty 

hefty when you hold it, and as a two-sided coin you had both 

clubs involved stamped on the coins, something certainly I 

would like to have.  You need artwork to submit to make the 

coins, sometimes the coin people work with you to create 

what you want.  These coins run around $4 each in quantity 

of 300 and of course you have the different gold, silver, or 

copper color on the coins for the AMPS side or a 1st, 2nd and 

3rd for the IPMS side.  You may want to order some extra 

GSB if you are having an AMPS style armor judge.  Don’t 

leave anyone hanging like “We’ll mail you your award.” At 

the awards presentation. Just don’t do that. Tacky.  
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Or what it takes to put on a model contest 

For the Best of Awards, you probably want to have the usual 8 awards 

I went with acrylic awards for our show here. Around $60 for small and $80 for large when 

figuring your budget. 

Aircraft  

Armor 

Automotive 

Ships 

Sci-Fi 

Figures 

Dioramas 

Best of Show  

 

Challenge coins from Shanghai China 

(where most of them come from) 

usually take about two weeks.  Best of 

awards from local suppliers need at 

least 30 days or more advanced notice.  

The more notice the better in case there 

are mistakes with these. 

 

VENDOR ROOM FOR SELLERS 

First, if you decide to have a vendor room or area for sellers, make sure to have a vendor 

contact.  This is one of the Principles I was talking about earlier. This point of contact will 

coordinate the vendor room. 

Next, you need to check with the facility you rented from if it is OK to have vendors.  Our 

facility said it was fine and no permits needed. Some require CA sellers’ permit for a one day 

sale, something any vendor can get on-line through the California.gov website. Your area may 

vary of course. Use the facility rule and make sure the vendors know. 

The vendor contact may collect monies, decide on the layout, give comp tables to 

manufacturer’s (like in or case Tamiya), and direct the vendors during setup the morning of the 

show.  We give two hours for vendor setup.  That is about the usual time needed for even the 

largest of vendors.  

 

For revenue purposes, if this is something you want, you can usually charge $40 to $50 per 

table is the usual west coast cost.  Your area price may vary.  Good revenue source, and most 

attendees enjoy the vendors.   
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Or what it takes to put on a model contest 

 

RAFFLE 

Goes on the revenue side of your budget if you decide to have one.  This is a tough one to put 

together.  You can draft a letter about the contest, mail them or email them to all of the model 

manufacturers a request to donate to your contest and see what happens.  Usually Fine Scale 

Modeler publishes current manufacturers adressess and contacts.  Usually the sales department 

of the companies handle these requests from out side clubs.This is a long shot for sure but you 

never know.   

 

I do know that Iwata Airbrush Co. and Dremel Moto-Tool will donate to clubs with contests.  

Trick is, landing you letter first before another club as they only give out one item per month at 

the most. 

Sorry Charlie try again. 

 

Most of your raffle donations will have to come from club members starting out. If each 

member donates one nice kit, something good we all know what that means, then this will help.  

Please don’t use what I call water heater kits, where the leaky water heater has soaked the 

model box contents of someones collection in the garage.  Nobody wants that.  See if your local 

hobby shop can sponsor some raffle items if you proudly display there name as a sponsor 

during the show on large board, which all of your sponsors should be listed on that board at the 

entrance for everyone to see. Also, don’t use kits that are already started and then given out as 

raffle.  Not a good thing to receive from your raffle donation.  The raffle table should be 

manned by two people minimum. They may collect monies, draw tickets, and distribute the 

models to the winners.  The Raffle Coordinator is a Principle. 

 

SPONSORS FOR THE CONTEST 

This by far is your greatest revenue source.  You almost need it to purchase your awards.  Start 

asking around first with club members then start reaching out to the hobby shops or even 

contact the manufacturers.  The most money from sponsors usually come from people interested 

in going to the show, they might have a business they want to promote or websites the have 

started, or they just like scale modeling.  You can always post on social media like facebook 

and even if you know how to do it have the sponsors forms available to be printed and then 

mailed with the check. To whom? 
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Or what it takes to put on a model contest 

Remember the Vendor Coordinator I discussed above, well you need one as a Principle for the 

Sponsors to collect monies, track the categories that are being taken so no one choses the same 

one.  Make sure on your sponsor form you have the second or even (for big shows) third choice 

if the first is taken. 

 

Our forms for our contest you could print from facebook.  The cost for the sponsor varies 

depending upon your trophy source that you will place your order with.  Out here on the lower 

lefty coast you will pay around $40 for a trophy package (a 1-2-3 in a particluar category you 

want to sponsor). To sponsor the Best of categories, like $60.  Keep the Best of Show not 

sponsored so it comes from the club putting on the show. 

 

THE CONTEST 

Registration / Table Category Layout 

You hope to have everything covered by the show date.  The day of the show in my opinion the 

first important thing is the Registration table must go smoothly, but also table category space.  

You should have table tent signs made up that indicate the category number (from your flyer) 

and also the description.  

   

I have been to pretty good sized shows where there is only one poor guy maning the  

Registration table and it takes forever to get into the contest.  Let’s back up for a second. 

at the Registration tables make sure there is enough table space available for the contestants to 

set their giant boxes down while they fill out the forms.  I don’t mind setting my stuff on the 

floor personally but give the folks working the table enough room to work and some modelers 

have “fine” pieces they would never set on the floor so be aware of that. 

 

Make sure there is at least two people at the Registration table.  If you are having a smaller 

contest, say less than 100 models estimate then one person will do it.  Larger giant contests (600 

model style) have three people at Registration or more.   

 

Be prepared to answer questions at the registration table. Some people new to contests are not 

aware of what category they should enter or how to fill out forms.  The first timers are great.  

Help them fill out the forms if need be, maybe they’ll come back next year if you decide to have 

another show and they truly appreciate the help!  The Contest Director answers questions on 

choosing the correct category if there is a question on where to enter a specific piece. 
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Or what it takes to put on a model contest 

Table Monitors 

The Contest Director as a Principle keeps an eye on how the tables are filling up as modelers 

place their entries on the tables.  We use table signs that show the category number and the 

category subject.  We also use cut pieces of yarn to separate the categories if more than one 

category on a table or area.  This allows you to move the yarn when the time comes to expand 

that category, which you may have to do.  If you can print your own table signs, make sure to 

have the sponsors name on the sign as well. 

  

There are times when a single category might just explode with entries.  Comes to mind a 1/32 

scale aircraft explosion at a local show I was present at, make more room by moving tables if 

need be to the area of the explosion. If necessary announce over the PA system (or by yelling at 

one contest I was at) to come and move your entry so damage does not ocurr. 

 

That reminds me as Table Monitor you can move the model if needed by carefully draging it 

across the table using the edge of the modelers form the model is sitting on.  Do not pick up the 

model unless you have donned gloves to move it and in those cases be extremely careful.  If the 

model is on a base, then it is much easier to move.  (Think about that one for your next project). 

 

Judging Time 

If you are going to close the room for judging this to me seems to make sense as the judges can 

discuss things openly and the room is quieter during this period.  How long to close the room is 

always a discussion topic.  For 300 models give yourself 3 hours using IPMS standard rules.  

We judged over 500 models at last year’s OrangeCon in just under 3 hours.  One thing you can 

do is have a list of local restaurants listed on a sign so people know where they can go eat 

during the closure, which usually happens at noon.  For our contest, we actually started the 

armor judging the Friday night before the show because of the AMPS style judging takes more 

time but involves point systems and they use a computerized system from the AMPS National 

chapter to tally results and score the awards.  We had some great help from AMPS Nationals to 

run their side of the contest.  Mike Petty, Chief Judge at AMPS kept things under control on the 

armor side. 

 

I have seen at some shows, IPMS Las Vegas Best of the West comes to mind, where the 

banquet hall has the model tables setup down the middle, and the vendors are around the 

outside permiter.  When it comes time to judge, the model tables are taped off while the vendor 

areas stay open.  We had a partition at our contest we could close from the vendors while they 

stayed open and we closed the model section.  
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Or what it takes to put on a model contest 
Awards 

Final page, I promise.  Try to assemble judges for the contest. Some clubs do it ahead of time, if 

not, ask at the Registration table when the modelers enter.  The more “out of club” judges you 

have will be better in the sense that it will not look like “home cooking” where all of the awards 

go the the club putting on the show.  Outside judges prevent that and of course you never judge 

a category you are entered in. The Contest Director assembles a quick meeting to form 3-person 

teams to go judge.  They are handed one category form to judge and then return that form to the 

Contest Director for the next category.  We have the judges list their names on the form if there 

is ever a question about who judged what and if there is a discussion that needs to take place. 

 

Tally the results and have someone that is sort of out-going announce the awards, as it can get 

really dull if the same monotone presenter is droning on for 32 categories or whatever you have. 

Announce Junior and Young Adult categories first, but before the results ask for a round of 

applause for all the Junior / YA. Then start with the categories and announce 3rd, 2nd, 1st in that 

order.  If there was a sponsor for that category, mention that at the announcement of the 

category number as in Sponsored by. 

 

After the awards what keeps people around for just a little bit longer is the final raffle with the 

Grand Prizes.  A couple of times I thought about packing up during awards announcements at 

some contests, but wanted that giant HK 1/32 scale B-17 that I would never build. So you get 

the idea. 

 

Allright there are a lot of things I did not cover like stationary, entry forms, model forms that go 

on that table, raffle tickets, raffle number board to list the winning tickets, easels to hold contest 

signs, (don’t forget the Sponsor By sign) cash boxes, oh that reminds me, do not run out of 

change during the show.  Start with way more than you need when everyone starts dumping $20 

bills on you at Registration or the raffle table. 

 

I know, it’s a lot of stuff right?  We had 62 modelers at our first ever AMPS / IPMS west coast 

style show.  Over 100 tanks entered, total model count was 270.  We made a little tiny bit of 

money but did not go in the hole in the red either so that was good. 

 

Next time you go to a show don’t forget behind the scenes what actually happens.  Where all 

here to have fun right? So be patient at shows and go get your venue location reserved now.  

TH 
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Model Club Meetings in the SoCal Area
Latest Changes to the clubs 

 

Southern California Area Historical 

Miniatures Society SCAHMS 

Changed meeting days 

Meets the 2nd Saturday of every other Month 

Next meetings Jun, Aug, Oct, Dec  

La Quinta Inns & Suites 

3 Centerpointe Dr. 

La Palma, CA 90623 

Meeting from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Outcast Model Builders 

(Formerly the Tamiya Model Club hosted by Richard Poulsen) 

Meets: 2nd Friday of the month. 7:00 pm till whenever 

Location: 1558 "C" South Anaheim Blvd., Anaheim, California. 92805 

Contact: Derek Collins, derek_collins68@msn.com 

No dues, its FREEEEEEEEE but donations are always welcome!! 

 

IPMS San Diego Model Car Club 

Meets the 3rd Tuesday of each month 

San Diego Auto Museum / Balboa Park    

2080 Pan America Plaza 

San Diego, CA 

 
IPMS Orange County 

Meets the 3rd Friday of each month 

La Quinta Inns & Suites 

3 Centerpointe Dr. 

La Palma, CA 90623 

Doors open at 7:00 p.m. till 10:00 p.m. 

Non-member fee $7 First visit free. 
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Model Club Meetings in the SoCal Area
 
IPMS Inland Empire 
Meets on the 1st Wednesday of each month 

Pegasus Hobbies 

5515 Moreno Street 

Montclair, CA  91763 

Doors open at 6:30 pm and go till about 9:00 pm  

There is no charge for first meeting then $5 
 
 
 

 

Pasadena Scale Modelers Society 
Meets on the 4th Friday of each month 

American Legion Hall 

179 N. Vinedo 

East Pasadena, CA 

Doors open 7:00 p.m. 

There is a $5 donation at the meeting 

 
Pendleton AMPS 
Meets on the 3rd Saturday of each month 

The American Legion 

La Mesa Post # 282 

8118 University Ave. 

La Mesa, Ca. 91944 

Doors open at 11:00 a.m. to about whenever 

$5 dues which includes lunch   

ljapr@verizon.net 

951-805-2541

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:ljapr@verizon.net
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=ipms antelope valley group logos&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=uOgAfddXV145nM&tbnid=2Niow0TlEusnFM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.palmdalehobbies.com/links.html&ei=odozUvjvFMbF2AWv9oDwCA&bvm=bv.52164340,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNET0ySOIvq879lDBNPmMS_nnD6YKQ&ust=1379216403806602
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Model Club Meetings in the SoCal Are
 
IPMS South Orange County   
The Insane Modeling Posse 
Meets on the 4th Saturday of each month 

This month the meeting is on 3rd Sat, July 15th 

Norman P. Murray Center   

24932 Veterans Way 

Mission Viejo, CA 92692 

Contact Terry Huber thuber1967@yahoo.com 

This is a build session style meeting 

First meeting free then $5 dues 

8:00 am till 2:00 pm 

 
SoCal Amps 
Armor Modeling Preservation Society 
Meets the 2nd Saturday of each month 

Frye Sign Company 

12818 Nutwood St. Garden Grove CA     

4:00 p.m. to around 9:00 p.m. 

Bring some chairs.  No-fee meeting 

 

Ship Modelers Association – SMA    

Meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month 

American Red Cross Building 

1207 N. Lemon St. Fullerton, CA 92835 

In Hillcrest Park 7:00 p.m. 

 
Sprue Cutters Model Club 
Brookhurst Hobbies 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.   

Brookhurst Hobbies 

12188 Brookhurst Street  

Garden Grove, CA 92840  

Phone: (714) 636-3580 

No charge to attend 

info@brookhursthobbies.com 

 
 

mailto:thuber1967@yahoo.com
mailto:info@brookhursthobbies.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCLaZ-4DkmccCFYqggAodrUQAKQ&url=http://www.meetup.com/Brookhurst-Gamers/events/221562231/&ei=iB3GVba1CYrBggStiYHIAg&bvm=bv.99804247,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNE0h85LxV1hlaBbvFjKoiFwWLZqAw&ust=1439133445690691
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Model Club Meetings in the SoCal Area
 
IPMS San Diego 

Meets the last Friday of each month at    

Girl Scouts San Diego 

1231 Upas St.  San Diego, CA 

Use Richmond St. entrance to Upas   

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. till 10:00 p.m. 

Adult first visit is free and then $4.00 

 
 

Secret Society of Model Builders 

Meets the 2nd Sunday of each month at the 

Game Empire 

7051 Claremont Mesa Blvd 

Suite 306 San Diego, CA 

Doors open at 6:00 p.m. till about 9:00 p.m. 

Adults are $5

 

Los Angeles Miniaturists Society 

LAMS Meets the 1st Saturday of each month   

Veterans of Foreign Wars building  

1006 W. Magnolia Blvd. 

Burbank, CA  91506  

Meeting starts around 9:00 a.m. till 12:30 

Frequent demonstrations. Nonmember $5 

 

Temecula Valley Model Club 
Meets on the 2nd Saturday of each month   

Kay Ceniceros Center 

29995 Evans Road, Menifee, CA 92586   

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon 

Contact ljapr@verizon.net 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ljapr@verizon.net
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMz-kofnmccCFYahgAod07gAVA&url=http://sdmodelclub.com/&ei=uiDGVcy5GobDggTT8YKgBQ&bvm=bv.99804247,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNGYFw5cAjTdo4pCsIHaqpIdKaoZfQ&ust=1439134229053752
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Upcoming Events 

2017 IPMS National Convention 

IPMS Fort Crook host chapter 

July 26 to 29, 2017 

LaVista Conference Center 

12520 Westport Parkway, La Vista, NE 68128 

 

On-line registration is now open.  Check it out here if you are going: 

http://www.shopipmsusa.org/category-s/106.htm 
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Upcoming Events 

Sunday August 20, 2017 
The First Occasional Airfix Model Aero plane Contest 

Military Hobbies 

830 East Lincoln Avenue 

Orange CA 92865 

Open to all modelers 

Noon to 3:00 pm 

Entries are limited to aircraft models built from Airfix kits 

 

Saturday October 28, 2017 
Desert Classic XXI 

The Antelope Valley Group IPMS AVG 

Antelope Valley College 

3041 W. Avenue K 

Lancaster, CA 

9:00 am to 4:30 pm 

Curtis Stidham (661) 267-0089 cbstidham@sbcglobal.net 
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