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NOTICE: THE MAY
MEETING IS CANCELLED
The President’s Column
By David P. Frederick
Shelter in place: Prime modeling time.
In the continuing shelter in place social distancing rules that
have been imposed on our membership I once again am
cancelling the May meeting. I prefer to cancel the meeting
month to month as like the pandemic rules that are imposed
on all of us which are subject to change. The same analogy
can be used for grocery store shopping in the last three
months. We are not allowed to use our bags from home and
must walk in one direction down the aisle with some stores
handing out mandatory masks. For a few weeks it was
difficult to purchase staples like, toilet paper, kitchen towel,
Clorox wipes and sometimes milk. I soon learned to go early
and go often to try and capture these items.

Sheltering in place means a lot of time at home which is not
too bad if you are a modeler. I personally am working on all the started kits to finish shelf queens
which have been ready to paint or final assembly. I am sure you have a few of those on your work
bench which you would like to move to the display shelf. One of the things I have also started to
do is look at all the kits I have purchased over the years. Staying at home and shopping online can
be fun but, remember the importance of our local hobby stores. The urgency of paint and hobby
supplies is paramount as Hobby stores during the Covid-19 pandemic can help fill the void of mail
orders lag. Both Military Hobbies and Brookhurst Hobbies have a curb side service. Which mean
you can call them place an order for model paint/supplies or a new kit. They will run your credit
card on the phone or when you get there. You cannot go into the store but, they will bring
prearranged items to you in the parking lot or front door.
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The President’s Column
I have tried this, and it works great, run out of paint for a model just call and swing by
to pick up. Please do not forget our Brick and Mortar stores during the Pandemic as they need your
business now more than ever.
The 2020 IPMS/USA National Convention will be held at the Embassy Suites and San Marcos
Convention Center from July 29th to August 1st, 2020. As of this writing the show has not been
cancelled. However, there may be some restrictions for those who attend like wearing a mask. In
fact, the IPMS National has sent this statement for OrangeCon 2020:
Going forward, the following disclaimer needs to be added to all show flyers as well as your posting
on the IPMS/USA event page:
“In light of the current pandemic situation, please be aware that neither IPMS/USA nor its
Chapters are liable for any potential transmission of illnesses. Those planning to attend this
event should (a) follow existing safe social distancing recommendations and (b) abide by any
local or state regulations regarding gatherings.”
There are several IPMS club model show scheduled for September I hope they go well which will
pave the way for how IPMS OC will conduct the OrangeCon 2020.
Due to continuing Covid-19 virus shelter in place/distancing rules imposed by Federal and
State Government the IPMS MAY IPMS meeting is cancelled. Hopefully next month???
Alternatively, if someone has a Corporate Zoom account and would not mind administrate a
virtual meeting for this month or next. The possibility to keep in touch with a show and tell
of what is on your work bench using the computer and camera. david.p.frederick@cox.net
(Zoom Corporate account- has longer time/participants constraints) DF
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Meeting Notice & Agenda
Date: MEETING CANCELLED
THEME: Russian Road to Berlin
(Next Month)
Doors Open: 7:00 p.m. or earlier
Meeting: 7:30 to 10:00 p.m.
Location: La Quinta Inn & Suites
3 Centerpointe Drive
La Palma, CA 90623
Right Off the 91 Fwy at Valley View

2020 Chapter Officers
President

David Frederick

1st Vice President

Sean Fallesen

2nd Vice President

Position Retired

Treasurer

Jeff Hunter

Secretary
Split Duties –
Nat Richards – Badges or “batches”
Mike Budzeika – Scribe
Gordon Zuther – Audio
Contest Director

Dan Matthews

Volunteers
Chapter Contact

Mark “The Duke”
Deliduka
i-mark@verizon.net

Newsletter Editor

Terry Huber
(714) 544-8908
thuber1967@yahoo.com

Webmaster

Julian English
julianenglish65@gmail.com
Mail IPMS Orange County
P.O. Box 913
Garden Grove, CA 92842
ocipms@aol.com

Club Website www.ipmsoc.org
National Website
www.ipmsusa.org
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Orange County Contest Themes for 2020
 JANUARY - First Class: Any subject that was the first or lead in its type
or class
 FEBRUARY - Tri-Motor: any subject that through intentional design possesses
three power plants.
 MARCH - Korea 1950 – 1953: Any subject in use during the years on or off the
Korean peninsula
 APRIL - Black out: any subject whose paint job is predominantly black
 MAY - Spanish Civil War: Any subject (in appropriate paint and markings)
actively involved in the Spanish Civil War July 17, 1936 – April 1, 1939
 JUNE - Russian Road to Berlin: Any subject in use by any parties in the
engagement zone covered by the Russian advance to Berlin.
 JULY - High: Any subject, auto, armor, aircraft etc. in a high visibility colorful or
predominately white and bright paint, no greens or greys
 AUGUST - Low: Any subject, auto, armor, aircraft etc. in a low visibility paint
scheme; primarily grey or green, no hi visibility colorful white etc.
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Orange County Contest Themes for 2020
 SEPTEMBER - From a Picture: Any subject made to replicate, in detail, (i.e. same
marking, vehicle number etc.), a picture found in a personal collection or from a
published source (including internet) showing an adequate portion of the subject
to make certain the model represents the subject in its entirety. The model does
not have to but may if you so wish, include the background in a diorama/ vignette
format; or it may be just the subject. The picture used as reference must be
included with proper reference citation and presented itself in a format no larger
than 5”x7” and placed on the table along with the entry detail sheet and model.
 OCTOBER – BUILD NIGHT - NO Contest: Bring in your newly acquired kits
from OrangeCon or grab that shelf of doom kit for next month’s meeting,
anyway you want, come and enjoy an evening of building models together.
ORANGECON 2020 October 10th, 2020 Hotel Fullerton
 NOVEMBER - Shelf of Doom: Any subject you’ve had on your shelf of doom or
recently acquired thru the distressed kits auction
 DECEMBER - Non-Traditional: Vacuum, Resin, Paper “Non-Injection” media any
subject
 JANUARY - Tribal: Any subject with a Native American or “nonwestern name”:
i.e. Iroquois, Pontiac, Apache, etc.
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From Our Treasurer
Current Financial Statistics as of May 2020
Admission
Members
Non-Members
Juniors
Paid in Full
Guests

0
0
0
0
0

Total Attendance

0

Memberships / Renewals
Regular
Youth
Full Year

0
0
0

Distressed Kits
Monthly Raffle

$
$

0.00
0.00

Total Income
Total Expenses
Profit / (Loss)

$
$
$

0.00
0.00
0.00

$ in Checking
$ in Savings
$ in PayPal
Total in Bank

$
$
$
$

3110.80
5853.19
310.27
9274.26

π
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Or use
Form on next page….
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Club Membership Renewal Form
Print this page, fill it out and bring it to the meeting. It is also available on-line at
www.ipmsoc.org.
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2020 Modeling Show and Swap Meets
Sir David Frederick revises the Model Show Listing for current information.
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Keep on Truckin’ Group Build
By Steve Taylor and Foster Rash

Hey guys, how about a pickup truck “quarantine” group build? We’re building ’34
Fords but what do you have in your stash? Build is open to any pickup truck, civilian
or military. Lots of good, inexpensive kits on eBay. Build something and send work in
progress photos to Terry (thuber1967@yahoo.com) for “What’s on Your Bench?”
newsletter column. Hopefully we will be meeting again soon and can display our builds
then.
(Ah roger that Foster, send in the photos to the Editor’s email above for inclusion into
the World Famous “What Have you Been Working On” column. Ed.)
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David Lombard starts us off this month. He mentions…….
Here's a model I just finished. Airfix 1/48 F-51D, with CAM Decals' "Thoroughbred Mustangs",
and Eduard's Brassin exhaust manifolds for the Airfix kit. Mr Color paint with Alclad highlights.
It's L. E. Curdes' "Bad Angel". What's particularly interesting about then Lt. Curdes' aircraft are
the kill markings, German, Italy, Japan, and US.

From https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Edward_Curdes:
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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On February 10, Curdes, now a Lieutenant, formed a squadron of four aircraft that departed
from Mangaldan Airfield in the Philippines. Their objective was to investigate if the Japanese
were using a temporary air strip on the southern tip of Taiwan.
No airfield could be found and Curdes
returned to the Philippines. Flying
over the island of Batan, the squadron
split; Curdes and Lieutenant
Schmidtke headed north, while
Lieutenants Scalley and La Croix
headed south.
Scalley and La Croix located a small
Japanese airfield and attacked it and
also called for reinforcements; Curdes
and Schmidtke headed south to join
them.
During the attack on the airfield, La Croix was shot
down and made an emergency landing in the sea. As
the squadron circled, Curdes could see that his
companion had survived, and remained in the area to
guide a rescue plane and protect the downed pilot.
While covering La Croix, Curdes noticed a larger plane
was preparing to land at the Batan airfield. He went
to investigate and found the aircraft to be Douglas C47 transport with US insignia. Curdes tried to make
contact by radio, but was not successful. He
maneuvered his P-51 in front of the plane several times trying to get the C-47 to alter course,
but the C-47 maintained its course.
17
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Curdes lined up his P-51 directly behind the
C-47 and fired his .50 caliber machine guns
into one of the C-47s two engines, causing it
to fail. The C-47 still maintained its course
for the Batan's airfield so Curdes then
disabled the remaining engine forcing the
pilot to ditch in the sea. The plane
successfully ditched without breaking up,
and the crew was able to evacuate into a
lifeboat. La Croix approached and was
brought on board the C-47's life raft, where
he was informed about the situation. The
plane had apparently been lost in poor weather and its radio had stopped working. As it was
also running out of fuel, the pilot headed directly to the island's airstrip, unaware that it was
under Japanese control.
At this point, the dusk and low level of fuel of
the P-51 forced Curdes to return to base. The
next morning, he accompanied the rescue PBY
to pick up the downed C-47 pilot and 11 crew
members, including two nurses, all of whom
had survived the
incident. To Curdes's
surprise, he discovered
that one of the nurses,
named Svetlana Valeria
Shostakovich Brownell, was a woman with whom he had had a date the
night before the incident. Contrary to subsequent reports, Curdes did
not receive a Distinguished Flying Cross for that event, although he did
receive credit for the "Kill" and displayed it on his aircraft.
I also attached a photo of Louis Curdes and his bride, Valeria. How
many husbands can say they shot their bride out of the sky? dnl
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Bob Penikas sends in this one……

“Douglas ‘Wrong Way’ Corrigan’s famous Curtiss
Robin, NX9243, appeared in public for the first
time in more than 30 years at Chino, California
on 27 October following its acquisition by the Planes of Fame Air Museum.”
Downloaded Fiddlers Green’s Curtis
Robin and printed the FG Corrigan
version on letter size card stock.
http://www.fiddlersgreen.net/

Accomplished burnishing unprinted side of wing ribs. window and
door frames, using a plastic LightTracer with two kleenex layers
under parts pages.
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Included burnishing the aileron actuators for added interest.
6&7

Wire reinforced all struts and propeller.

Prop to engine assembled
enabling young hands to
spin it.

Wire Reinforced Landing gear assembled referencing snap
shots of the Air Museum’s Corrigan display.

Model wingspan = 14 1/4 inches. BP
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Foster Rash did a little garage cleaning and came in with this……
I’m working hard finishing old projects, even got a pretty good start on cleaning the garage
and reorganizing the stash. Here are photos of a narrow gauge outside braced caboose and a
1902 Franklin auto I’m working on. The Franklin is a 1951 vintage Hudson Miniatures 1/16
scale kit, balsa with plastic details, a scratch building project in a box!
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By Foster Rash
Some people had questions that I was unable to answer about Jetex motors at the
February meeting. So I did a little research.
The Jetex solid fuel rocket motor was invented in
England by Charles Wilmot and Joe Mansour in
1947.

The first Jetex advertisement appeared in the
June 1948 Aeromodeller magazine, with a cover
story and two plans, for a scale Gloster Meteor
and a Zephyr duration model. The cover art
depicts a Gloster Meteor model powered by
twin Jetex 100 engines in flight.
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The 100 was the first motor produced. It
weighed 7/8 ounce loaded and developed
approximately 1 ounce of thrust.
The
tremendously popular 50 size in arrived in
1949. Jetex was distributed in the US by
American Telasco.

The motor in my AJ-1 Savage is a Jet Master 150.

23

IPMS ORANGE COUNTY Newsletter
May 2020

American Telasco offered a number of kits for Jetex rocket motors. Model
Airplane News (1958)
I built a model of the Opel Hatry
rocket plane in junior high from
plans by Walt Musciano. It was
powered by a Jetex 50, the entry
level motor, I bought at a Thrifty
Drug store. The motor was just a
metal canister that you would pack
with a couple of solid fuel pellets.
The canister was sealed with a
cover that was secured by a wire
bale. A fuse was inserted through
the orifice in the cover to ignite the
fuel. The fuse had a fine wire core
covered in some kind of super
flammable compound. If you did not clean the motor thoroughly after each use,
sometimes a bit of the wire core of the fuse would clog the orifice and the rocket exhaust
would shoot out around the edges of the cap. That's what happened on my Opel's final
flight and the craft turned into a very spectacular fireball!
My Jetex 50 powered Opel Hatry Rak-1 met a fiery
end.
"I don't know how many Jetex 50's I must've gone
through in my youth. They were good for maybe a
dozen flights and then they'd start leaking around
the sealing washer where the combustion chamber
skirt fit, and the blowback would be about the same
thrust that the little exhaust port provided and they
were useless to power an aircraft.
24
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All my Jetex-powered things were free flight, just jet-powered gliders. The cool
excitement would come when one would go "prang", the Jetex would come out of its
mounting clip, and would take off by itself. They'd range from whirling dervishes in
the grass to pretty fast-flying little missiles. You never knew." Walt Fink
An interesting website for all things Jetex: jetex@websight.co.nz FR

We know we have a lot of excellent modelers using our products, so now is the time to show us what you got!
Your picture entry could be chosen to win an amazing prize from Tamiya!
To enter, you must use one of the following model kits that can be built in any form - box stock or wildly
custom:
1/12 Bike
#14134 Tamiya Honda Monkey 125
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1/24 Car
#24346 Tamiya Ford GT
#24351 Toyota GR Supra
1/35 Military
#35365 Tamiya U.S. Airborne Tank M551 Sheridan
#35366 Tamiya British M10 IIC Achilles
#35367 Tamiya German Heavy SP Howitzer Hummel
1/48 Military
#32596 Tamiya JGSDF Type 16 Maneuver Combat Vehicle
#32597 Tamiya German Tank Panther AUSF.D
1/48 Plane
#61120 Tamiya Lockheed P-38 F/G Lightning
Additional Guidelines:
• Only one picture can be entered per person
Entry Period:
May 12 to August 31, 2020
Judging:
- All picture entries will be posted on our site.
- From all the posted pictures, we will choose the best two and send them to Tamiya, Inc.
- Tamiya, Inc. will also post them to the official Tamiya homepage and choose the best picture from those
submitted all over the world.
To Enter:
Please provide the following information below via e-mail (Marketing@Tamiya.com) when submitting your
entry (omission of any field will render your entry ineligible):
• Your full name
• E-mail address
• Country of residence
• Occupation
• How long have you been driving?
• Your Picture
• Brief comment about your picture
How to Submit Your Video:
Attach a .jpeg image of your model to the same marketing@tamiya.com email as listed above along with the
information requested.
Legal Stuff
By applying you hereby agree that we and Tamiya, Inc. have the right to freely use and publicize works pictures
of authors, and information, without financial compensation. We look forward to receiving your entry!
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IPMS USA CONVENTION NEWS
The IPMS/USA Executive Board and the 2020 National Convention Planning
Committee are still moving forward with planning and on-time execution of the 2020
convention. We are well aware of the plethora of challenges ahead of us in the next 90 days.
There are many more unknowns than "knowns" at the moment. However, with the facts onhand we feel the convention can still be held.
The #1 consideration in planning is the health and well-being of all of our members. Some of
you have reached out to me stating that since you are in a high-risk age or health group you
are not willing to risk being exposed to COVID-19. We fully understand this and agree that if
you are in a high-risk category, we feel that you are probably better off not coming even if
all restrictions are lifted by late July.
I have read many opinions on public forums over the past several weeks regarding the status
of this summer’s convention. As a convention planner, the biggest item I pay attention to is
the contract that IPMS/USA committed to with the hosting hotel, Embassy Suites, and their
parent company, Atrium Hospitality. These contracts are generally written in favor of the
hotel, i.e., the financial burden is on the guest (IPMS/USA) to produce the numbers expected
for the hotel to make a profit. We could have balked at the contract when it was presented
in 2018 but then the week we picked would have went to the next organization looking to
host a convention. In other words, we have to play by the hospitality industry’s rules. If
IPMS/USA were to back out of the contract without cause the financial burden on our
society would be very substantial. Luckily, Embassy Suites in San Marcos is fully aware of the
current COVID-19 situation - and in fact they are taking it in the shorts like all other hotels
around the country - and have verbally agreed to work with us to execute a successful
convention regardless of the contract language. This is good news for IPMS/USA. I am
committed to working with Embassy Suites since they have been so good in working with us
during the past couple of years to make our show a success.
The biggest wild card that both the General Manager (of Embassy Suites) and I see at the
moment are government-imposed restrictions on crowd sizes and public gatherings. This is
the biggest factor we are keeping an eye on and is what will eventually dictate if we are
FORCED to cancel.
27

IPMS ORANGE COUNTY Newsletter
May 2020
If there are public gathering restrictions or reductions in maximum occupancy rules
in the local city and county, we will assess if we can still execute a convention
based on the details of potential restrictions. AS OF RIGHT NOW THERE ARE NO
RESTRICTIONS EXTENDING TO THE DATES OF THE CONVENTION.
There may be many opinions and conjecture regarding restrictions in-place during the
convention but as of today, they remain conjecture. I am not planning a convention based
on conjecture and opinion…only facts.
A lot of what the committee will plan in the coming months will be based on the numbers
we see for pre-registrations and other convention related purchases. If we see low numbers
- like we are seeing so far - we will scale back what we are spending money on. I have no
more details on this other than we are looking at options that may produce a smaller-size
convention than others in the past. It pains me to plan this way because I think I am the
most excited IPMS member regarding this convention but I have to face the reality of what is
happening in the world today. It’s not fair but it is happening. We will deal with it.
Refunds: If you have spent money so far or if you want to spend money registering in the
short-term be assured that IPMS/USA will refund any money if we are FORCED to cancel due
to the public gathering restrictions I mention above.
Unfortunately, there remain many more questions than we have answers for at the
moment. I wish I had a crystal ball that could tell me/us exactly what the conditions on the
ground will be this summer...but I don’t…the team has to plan with the best information it
has at the moment. This is what we will do.
I stand by to answer any questions any one of our members have regarding the 2020
convention. Please e-mail me at: director.nats2020@gmail.com
Best Regards
Len Pilhofer – IPMS# 49932
Director, IPMS/USA National Convention 2020
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P-47 Thunderbolt
By Julian English
I have always liked the P-47 thunderbolt and have built a couple of them over the years.
The big fighter was an interesting airplane designed to escort bombers at high altitude
and as an air superiority fighter - it ironically was used mostly as a low altitude ground
attack fighter bomber. The P-47 had a complicated automatic two stage turbocharger
system combined with the large Pratt & Whitney R-2800 Double Wasp engine which
allowed it to fly fast and high. Because it could carry a heavy bomb load and had
devastating firepower with eight 50 Cal machine guns, its ground attack capability was
well used - especially in Europe.
In the Pacific, it was less popular due to its (initial) low climb rate and short range. The P38 was the premier Army fighter in the Pacific, but the P-47 did play an important role
early on as a fighter and later in the Philippines as a ground attack aircraft and finally as a
fighter escort for B-29s over Japan (only the “N” version which was designed for this role
with a new wing and additional fuel storage)
For my latest model, I decided to build “Miss Mutt”, a P-47 razorback based in New
Guinea in 1943. This plane was part of the first P-47s that were used in the pacific. Miss
Mutt was the mount of the 348th Fighter Group’s Executive Officer, Robert Richard “Dick”
Rowland, flying one of the original 348th FG’s aircraft a P-47D-2-RE serial number 428096.
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Col. Robert R. “Dick” Rowland, dating from the mid-1950s when he was the commander
of the 21st Fighter-Bomber Wing.
In December 1941, Rowland was transferred to Tuskegee Army Flying School, Tuskegee,
Alabama, where he was director of advanced training and director of fighter training for
the Tuskegee Airmen. In February 1943, he was transferred to the 348th Fighter Group
in Providence, Rhode Island, as the group executive officer. In May 1943 the group
deployed to New Guinea as the first P-47 Thunderbolt group assigned to the Southwest
Pacific.
During World War II, he flew 203 combat missions totaling 400 combat hours and
became an ace by destroying eight confirmed enemy aircraft. He participated in nine
major campaigns in the New Guinea, Philippines, Solomon Islands, and the South China
area, where his unit specialized in air-ground, ground support, and amphibious operations
support.
As I was doing research for this build, I found out that there were several “Miss Mutts” (3)
and a P-51 that Rowland flew in 1945.

I built the “first” Miss Mutt using the 1/72 scale Academy P-47D Razorback that I picked
up at a model show for $8 along with some old Macroscale decals I have had for many
years.
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The kit has recessed panel lines and a nice fit up. Cockpit detail is a little weak,
but I enhanced it with an Eduard PE interior set and some scratch details. The
decals were a big problem due to their age, but I was able to save them with
some Microscale decal film and a lot a patient fiddling. – The finished model:

This is a nice kit but I think the Tamiya P-47D is a much better model, although certainly
not as cheap. I will be building a Bubble top next (Tamiya) and hopefully a P-47 N (Italeri)
which was a version designed for long range escort of B-29s in the Pacific.
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Below are some near misses for the tough old Jug.

Had a bit of an oil leak
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A close call

The end. JE
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Desperado Tour 2020: Part 3
By Foster Rash
My friend Bob and I were tracing the route of the El Paso &
Southwestern Railroad through New Mexico and Arizona. After a very rainy Sunday,
Monday morning the sun came up and the skies were clear, a gorgeous day. We went into
downtown Douglas for breakfast at the Gadsden Hotel. The breakfast was very good with
bacon, eggs, toast, coffee and great service for no more than you would pay at a Denny’s.
Gadsden Hotel, built in 1907, is
named for the US ambassador to
Mexico who added this area to the
United States with the Gadsden
Purchase of 1854.

White Italian marble staircase at the Gadsden Hotel
The hotel promotes a tale that the two chips on
this step were caused by Pancho Villa riding his
horse up the staircase while firing his pistols
into the ceiling when he was in town for the
Battle of Agua Prieta. The story seems fanciful
because US National Guard soldiers were
positioned on the border to prevent the
Mexican revolutionaries from entering Douglas.
So while I think it unlikely that Villa was able to
ride into the finest hotel in town with guns
34
blazing, it's still a good story that could be true.
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Desperado Tour 2020: Part 3
Judging from the luxurious
appointments of the Gadsden
Hotel, there was once a lot of money
passing through Douglas.

Tiffany stained glass windows at the Gadsden
Hotel
Douglas enjoyed a heyday as a smelting town for the nearby Bisbee copper mines and has
many substantial structures from those prosperous times. Some are on the National
Register of Historic Places. We wandered around the almost deserted downtown area
looking at some of the old buildings
The Grand Theater was built in 1919 and
was the largest theater between Los
Angeles and San Antonio. John Phillip
Souza, Ana Pavlova, and Ginger Rogers
are among the stars of the day who
performed here. The theater is now
closed and in bad shape. Stabilization
efforts are underway but there is no
money at this time for a complete
restoration.
35
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Desperado Tour 2020: Part 3
The Grand in better times. Unfortunately
the roof is now collapsed and the interior is
badly deteriorated.

Being retired from the car biz, I'm attracted
to old dealerships. So I stopped in at
Borderland Chevrolet, Buick, GMC and
chatted up the manager. This establishment began as a Buick agency in 1914 and added
Chevrolet after WWII.
Many handsome buildings built of
brick and stone are evidence of the
prosperity Douglas once enjoyed.
Today the mines and smelters are gone
and many of these buildings are
empty. Unemployment in Douglas is
almost twice the national average and
the Dept. of Homeland Security and
Cochise County are currently the
major employers in town. Retail stores
depend on shoppers coming across the
border from Agua Prieta, Mexico.
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Desperado Tour 2020: Part 3
Dr. James Douglas' home is now a
museum and home to the Douglas
Historical Society. The DouglasWilliams House/Museum houses
a comprehensive photographic
collection, which chronicles much
of the city’s historic past)
Camp Rucker
Camp Rucker, named for an
officer who drowned in a flooded
stream, was an army post used during the Apache Wars of the 1870's and 1880's. It is 38
miles north of Douglas, 5,500' up in the Chiricahua Mtns. After the outpost was abandoned
by the army, the buildings became part of a ranch and today are part of a campground and
recreational area. The officers' quarters, bunkhouse, commissary warehouse and a bakery
are still standing. Bob had been there before and knew the dirt Forest Service road was
fairly good but we weren't sure what to expect given the rain the day before.
Leslie Canyon in the Chiricahua Mts.
From Douglas we headed north about
15 miles on Leslie Canyon Rd., a dirt
road through grasslands, and saw a lot
of grazing cattle. As we began to climb
into the mountains, the road surface
actually got better as the slope had shed
the rain rather than absorb it. As we
dropped into Leslie Canyon, we crossed
a small bridge and could see fast
moving water, lots of it, below!
37
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Desperado Tour 2020: Part 3
Rain the previous day had turned dry
washes like this into torrents.
Leslie Canyon is actually a small grassy
valley and was very picturesque with
blooming wildflowers.
The road
appeared dry but looks were deceiving.
A dry crust covered 3-4" of slippery,
gooey mud. In hindsight, we should
have turned back. The road followed
the gentle ups and downs of the valley
floor. The ups were firm but the downs
were mud bogs. Even with 4WD and
traction control, if my speed dropped
below 30 mph I could feel the car bogging down. But if I drove faster than 30 mph it was
often difficult to control the car in the slippery mud. At this point trying to turn around
would have gotten us stuck. We saw a lot of cattle
and passed a couple of ranches, so potentially there
was help available if we needed it.
See the sign in background? "DO NOT ENTER
WHEN FLOODED" Good advice! We should have
heeded it.
We crossed two more small bridges over fast
flowing streams, then connected with Forest Road
74 and saw a sign for Rucker Campgrounds. We
began gently climbing and the road became much
better; again the rain had drained from the road,
no mud. The countryside was green and beautiful,
the sky was bright and sunny with scattered fluffy
white clouds. We thought we were home free... but
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End of the road! Thirty
miles in with seven more to go
and we encountered this. I would
guess 12" or more deep and very
fast moving!
Did I mention
Camp Rucker was named after a
guy who drowned in a flash
flood? We'll have to see Camp
Rucker another time.

Camp Rucker barn
So here's a little story about Camp
Rucker. In July 1880, six mules
were stolen from the Camp Rucker
barn by "Curly Bill" Brocius and the
McLaury brothers of Tombstone.
The army enlisted the help of U.S.
Deputy Marshal Virgil Earp to help
them retrieve the mules. With the
aid of his brothers Wyatt and
Morgan, the mules were tracked to
the McLaury Ranch where they
were found with the brands altered. This was one of the incidents which led up the famous
"Gunfight at the O.K. Corral" in which the Earps and Doc Holliday killed the McLaurys.
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"Curly Bill" Brocius was killed by Wyatt Earp in a
shootout with the Clanton gang "Cowboys" at Mescal
Spring, AZ in 1882. See a re-enactment of the event from
the movie "Tombstone."
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s-5bI3FtdTs)
Frank McClaury was killed
by Wyatt Earp in the
"Gunfight at the O.K.
Corral."
Tombstone
Coming out of the Chiricahua Mtns at McNeal, we drove
about 20 minutes to Tombstone for lunch. We had been to
Tombstone on a previous trip but I wanted to take another
look at the EP&SW depot and see the interior of the O.K.
Corral.
Virgil Earp was Deputy U.S.
marshal for the Tombstone
District of Pima County.
Following the killing of
Tombstone Marshal Fred
White by "Curly Bill" Brocius,
Virgil took on the additional
responsibilities of the acting
marshal of Tombstone.
Wyatt Earp was a boomtown
hustler, primarily involved in
gambling, saloons and prostitution, who often
supplemented his income working as a deputy lawman.
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He was a big man, good with a gun and his fists, who had made a name for himself
in Dodge City.
Tombstone has as many Wyatt Earp
impersonators as Vegas has Elvises! But the
legend of Wyatt Earp as a white knight is pure
Hollywood fiction.

Tombstone finally got a rail
connection in 1903 when the
EP&SW built a spur from Fairbank.
Rail service was discontinued in
1961 and the station was donated to
the city. Today it houses the
Tombstone Public Library.

I don't know how much of the present O.K.
Corral is original but the famous gunfight
did not actually take place there anyway.
The true location of the gunfight was in an
alley adjacent to Fly's Boarding House and
Photography Studio on the other side of the
block near the rear entrance to the corral.
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The famous gunfight took
place in 1881. The following
year, the O.K. Corral burned
to the ground when a great
fire
swept
through
Tombstone. The corral was
rebuilt and in the 20th
century became an auto
repair shop. It was rebuilt
again
in
1955
when
Tombstone was redeveloped
as a tourist attraction.

The very contemporary looking gift shop inside the O.K.
Corral with all sorts of gunfight apparel, trinkets and trash.
The place was packed with tourists. I paid $6 to go out back
to see the buggy and saddle collection in the corral.

Along one wall inside the corral they
have tried to depict what it might
have looked like in the 1880s. Corrals
like this were the gas stations and
42
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Recreation of Fly's boarding
house and photography
studio on the original site in
Tombstone. Fly was a witness to "The
Gunfight at the O.K. Corral" which
took place in the alley on the right
side of his studio
Camillus Sydney Fly was a portrait
photographer and photojournalist in
Tombstone who took many pictures
of life in the boomtown and the
surrounding region. He recorded
many important events with his
camera and sold pictures to
newspapers and periodicals all across
the country. His famous photographs of the Apaches are the only known images of Native
Americans while still at war with the US.
Sarah "Sadie" Marcus was a 19 year old "soiled dove" and
girlfriend of Cochise County Sheriff Johnny Behan when
photographed by C.S. Fly. She later changed her name to
Josephine "Josie" Earp when she became Wyatt's common
law wife.
Fly's wife Mollie was also a photographer and ran their
boarding house; Doc Holliday was their most famous
resident. When the Earp’s were told the armed Clanton’s
and McLaury’s had congregated in the alley next to the
boarding house, they assumed they were lying in wait to
ambush Holliday. The Earp’s and Holliday went to
investigate and the famous gunfight was the result.
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Most of Fly's negatives
were destroyed when his
studio burned to the
ground in 1912. This photo
of the fire was taken by
Mollie Fly who donated
their surviving images to
the Smithsonian.

Fort Huachuca Museum
Leaving Tombstone, we headed southwest to Fort
Huachuca. Fort Huachuca began in 1877 when the
6th Cavalry set up an outpost to secure the San
Pedro and Santa Cruz Valleys from Apache raiders.
The buildings of the "Old Post" are a National
Historic Landmark and are the best preserved
example of a 19th century military cantonment in
the Southwest.
We spent the night in Sierra Vista and by the next
morning the skies were turning gray again, another
storm was moving in.
Sierra Vista has an
interesting history in that it began as a red light
district outside the boundaries of Fort Huachuca.
The town was originally known as Fry after the
proprietor of a general store, saloon and brothel.
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As the post commander described it in 1942, "The small town of Fry is dirty,
unsanitary and squalid." Fort Huachuca was decommissioned after WWII, (it was briefly
used during the Korean War to train engineers in building airstrips) and Fry became a
virtual ghost town. When the fort was reactivated in 1954, the base commander pushed
for incorporation of a new town as both a way to solve the on base housing problems as
well as to distance the base from the reputation of Fry. The new town was incorporated as
Sierra Vista in 1956. But Fry Blvd (Hwy 92) is a vestige of the past which begins just outside
the Fort Huachuca main gate and is now the main east-west corridor through Sierra Vista.
We stopped at the gate to the base and were directed to the visitors center for a
background check and to be photographed. We were issued ID cards that gave us access
to the base and the museum. The process took about 15 minutes and there was no charge.
Over its long history, the fort has been home to the cavalry, “Buffalo Soldiers," infantrymen
and engineers. Today the facility is an important center for technical development and
training and is the largest unmanned aerial systems training center in the world.
A chronological panorama of
various uniforms worn during
the history of Fort Huachuca.

The Buffalo Soldier statue at Ft Huachuca.
Of particular importance is the story of the 10th Cavalry
Regiment, the all-Black regiment more famously known as
the Buffalo Soldiers, which was established immediately 45
after the Civil War.
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These African-Americans were called "buffalo soldiers" by the Plains Indians
because the Indians saw a resemblance between the Black soldier's hair and the
buffalo's shaggy coat. The Buffalo Soldiers fought with distinction in the Plains Indian
Wars, the Apache Wars, the Spanish-American War, and The Punitive Expedition into
Mexico. General John Pershing had earned his nickname, "Black Jack," by leading black
regiments in his career.
"Eyes of the Army" statue of an officer
with an Apache scout. The old base
movie theater in background is now the
drone museum.

SD-1 "Old Faithful" surveillance drone
(1955).

RQ-5A Hunter (1996)
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The officer’s homes and enlisted men's
barracks of the Old Post ring the perimeter
of the parade ground. These historic
structures are still in use and may not be
entered.
Cienega Creek Bridges
Leaving Fort Huachuca, we headed north,
back towards Tucson. Twenty miles east of
Tucson, along Cienega Creek, is an area is
known as "The Bridges." It is popular with
hikers, mountain bikers and train
watchers. The steel railroad bridge, built by
the El Paso & Southwestern in 1910, is now a
part of the Union Pacific system. The graceful arched highway bridge was built in 1921.
Watch a well-produced drone video here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i13g1Y3g8O8
The old El Paso & Southwestern steel
bridge on the left is still used by the
Union Pacific RR. The highway bridge
is on the right.

47

IPMS ORANGE COUNTY Newsletter
May 2020
Desperado Tour 2020: Part 3
EP&SW water tank from the days of
steam locomotives near Vail, AZ. This
portion of the EP&SW is still in use, now
part of the Union Pacific system.

Tucson
The El Paso and Southwestern Railroad
Depot in Tucson was completed in 1913
and appears to be built to an identical
plan as the Douglas depot.

The depot has been renovated and
repurposed as an office building.
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Trackside view of the depot in its
prime.
Today the former
platform area is a parking lot and
the rail yard is a vacant lot

The original Southern Pacific Depot in Tucson
was replaced in 1907 with this one of a Spanish
Colonial Revival architectural style. The depot
was renovated in 1941 and in 1998. Tucson
purchased the entire depot property and restored
it; it is now an Amtrak station.
There is a restored "Mogul" (2-6-0 wheel arrangement) locomotive displayed at the
Tucson Amtrak Station. Built in 1901, locomotive 1673 was used by the Southern Pacific
in Arizona for local freight trains until 1955.
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Locomotive 1673 was in operating condition when it was retired by the Southern
Pacific and donated to Tucson in 1955. It was displayed in a public park for many years
where it was vandalized and exposed to the elements. By the early 1990s, the engine was
in bad shape and the "1673 Task Force" was formed by a group of rail fans to preserve it. A
cosmetic restoration was completed by 1994 and in 2005 the engine was moved to the
restored Southern Pacific Depot. Work continues with the intention of returning it to
operational condition.
Check this link for more info: https://www.facebook.com/locomotive1673/

These statues of Doc Holliday and Wyatt Earp at the
Tucson train station mark the spot where Frank
Stilwell's body was found. This was the first killing
in what is now called "The Vendetta Ride." Read
more here:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earp_Vendetta_Ride)
Frank Stilwell was a
member of the Clanton
"Cowboys" gang and a
suspect in the murder
of Deputy Morgan
Earp.

December 28, 1881, two months after the Gunfight at the O.K.
Corral, Virgil Earp was ambushed on the streets of
Tombstone. Ike Clanton and Johnny Ringo were the
suspected shooters. Virgil was seriously wounded and spent
the next three months recuperating. He was just starting to get back on his feet when on
March 18, 1882, Virgil's deputy, younger brother Morgan Earp, was shot in the back and
killed in another ambush. Clanton gang member Frank Stilwell was suspected in the
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IPMS ORANGE COUNTY Newsletter
May 2020
Desperado Tour 2020: Part 3
On March 20, Virgil, his wife Allie, Morgan's body and his wife were escorted by
Wyatt and deputies Warren Earp, Doc Holliday, Sherman McMaster, and Jack Johnson to
the railroad station in Benson. Wyatt and his deputies intended to return to Tombstone
and settle some scores once Virgil and his party were safely on the train. But they learned
that Ike Clanton, Frank Stilwell, and other members of the Clanton gang were watching
the passenger trains in Tucson intent on killing Virgil. Virgil and the women were
scheduled to catch a train in Tucson for Colton, California, where the Earp's parents lived.
Wyatt and his posse remained with Virgil and the women through to Tucson.
The old Southern Pacific
depot in Tucson was the site
of the killing of Frank
Stillwell by Wyatt Earp in
1882.
Upon their arrival in
Tucson, the Earp posse
spotted Stilwell among
other members of the
Clanton gang. "Almost the first men we met on the platform there were Stilwell and his
friends, armed to the teeth", Virgil later told the San Francisco Examiner. "They fell back
into the crowd as soon as they saw I had an escort and the boys took me to the hotel to
supper." Watched over by Wyatt and his posse, the Earp’s had dinner at Porter's Hotel,
then re-boarded the train. As the train pulled away from the station, gunfire was heard.
Witnesses said they saw men running with weapons but could not identify anyone. Wyatt
later said that he had seen Frank Stilwell and another man, he believed to be Ike Clanton,
armed with shotguns lying on a flatcar. When Wyatt and his men approached, the two
men ran. Clanton escaped but Stilwell stumbled and Wyatt caught up with him. In a story
published on May 14, 1893, Wyatt told a reporter for the Denver Republican he shot
Stilwell as he attempted to push the barrel of Earp's shotgun away. "I ran straight for
Stilwell. It was he who killed my brother. What a coward he was! He couldn't shoot when
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As I rushed upon him he put out his hands and clutched at my shotgun. I let go
both barrels, and he tumbled down dead and mangled at my feet." Stilwell's bullet riddled
body was found the next day alongside the tracks. The coroner reported the body also had
four bullets in it from a pistol. A witness said Stilwell was "the worst shot up man I ever
saw." Arrest warrants were issued for Earp and the others in his posse for the killing.

Diagram drawn by Wyatt Earp showing the station and trains at the time of his shooting
of Frank Stilwell. See Kevin Costner as Wyatt reenact the incident here:
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=kevin+costner+wyat+earp+killing+frank+stillwe
ll&&view=detail&mid=F00A4EEDA5F490A27BA7F00A4EEDA5F490A27BA7&&FORM=V
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Even though it had been overcast all day, the temperature was moderate and we
had no rain. That evening while at dinner, the skies finally opened and the rain began.
The next day on the way home I went in and out of showers all the way, even across the
Mojave! Fortunately, on the sightseeing part of the trip we only had one day of rain!
Building a Model

As is my practice after our annual trips, I built Bob and I
something for our train layouts to commemorate the adventure.
Since rain, or the threat of rain, had loomed large that week, I
incorporated it into a 1:48 scale vignette entitled, "Do not enter
when flooded." FR
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Model Club Meetings in the SoCal Area
Latest Changes to the clubs always on top

Check with your local club for meeting dates as
they may have changed.
Pasadena Scale Modelers Society
Meets on the 4th Friday of each month
American Legion Hall
179 N. Vinedo
East Pasadena, CA
Doors open 7:30 p.m.
There is a $5 donation at the meeting
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Temecula Valley Model Club
Meets on the 2nd Saturday of every month
Kay Ceniceros Center (old location)
29995 Evans Road
Menifee, CA 92586
9:00 am till around 12:00
$5 entry fee to offset room cost
Join afterwards at Pizza Factory Menifee if you wish
https://www.facebook.com/groups/515492695197122/?bookmark_t=group
ljapr@verizon.net
951-805-2541
Pendleton AMPS
Meets on the 3rd Saturday of each month
The American Legion
La Mesa Post # 282
8118 University Ave.
La Mesa, Ca. 91944
Doors open at 11:00 a.m. to about whenever
$5 dues which includes lunch
ljapr@verizon.net
951-805-2541
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IPMS South Orange County
The Insane Modeling Posse
Meets on the 4th Saturday of each month
Next meeting tentative June 27
Norman P. Murray Center
24932 Veterans Way
Mission Viejo, CA 92692
This is a great build session style meeting
8:00 am till 2:00 pm
IPMS San Diego Model Car Club
Meets the 3rd Tuesday of each month
San Diego Auto Museum / Balboa Park
2080 Pan America Plaza
San Diego, CA
IPMS Orange County
Meets the 3rd Friday of each month
La Quinta Inns & Suites
3 Centerpointe Dr.
La Palma, CA 90623
Doors open at 7:00 p.m. till 10:00 p.m.
Non-member fee $7 First visit free.
IPMS Inland Empire
Meets on the 1st Wednesday of each month
Pegasus Hobbies
5515 Moreno Street
Montclair, CA 91763
Doors open at 6:30 pm and go till about 9:00 pm
There is no charge for first meeting then $5
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SoCal Amps
Armor Modeling Preservation Society
Meets the 2nd Saturday of each month
Frye Sign Company
12818 Nutwood St. Garden Grove CA
4:00 p.m. to around 9:00 p.m.
Bring some chairs. No-fee meeting
Ship Modelers Association – SMA
Meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month
American Red Cross Building
1207 N. Lemon St. Fullerton, CA 92835
In Hillcrest Park 7:00 p.m.
Sprue Cutters Model Club
Brookhurst Hobbies
Meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Brookhurst Hobbies
12188 Brookhurst Street
Garden Grove, CA 92840
Phone: (714) 636-3580
No charge to attend
info@brookhursthobbies.com
IPMS San Diego
Meets the last Friday of each month at
Girl Scouts San Diego
1231 Upas St. San Diego, CA
Use Richmond St. entrance to Upas
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. till 10:00 p.m.
Adult first visit is free and then $4.00
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Los Angeles Miniaturists Society
LAMS Meets the 1st Saturday of each month
Veterans of Foreign Wars building
1006 W. Magnolia Blvd.
Burbank, CA 91506
Meeting starts around 9:00 a.m. till 12:30
Frequent demonstrations. Nonmember $5

Upcoming Events

IPMS National Conventions
Locations
2020 San Marcos, TX
2021 Las Vegas, NV
2022 Omaha, NE
Dates of events could change,
Check with your local club for more information.

Upcoming Events
Saturday, November 7, 2020
SCGMC10
Presented by Southern California Gundam Model Competition 10
Sheraton Fairplex
Vineyard Ballroom
601 W. Mckinley Ave
Pomona, CA 91768
thosegundamguys.org

62

IPMS ORANGE COUNTY Newsletter
May 2020

63

IPMS ORANGE COUNTY Newsletter
May 2020

Bases by Bill
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Detail & Scale
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