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      The President’s Column 

By David P. Frederick 

“OrangeCon 2021”  

 

As you can see from the photo, the children that attended 

OrangeCon loved the Gupla Girl Gang Make and Take.  This 

year you may recognize the Spraygunner vendor from the 

IPMS Nationals.  Spraygunner traveled from Florida to sell 

their airbrushes and compressors.   For me OrangeCon began 

with the packing of the 

car with all the raffle 

items and model entries.  Jake Holshuh, having experience 

from the IPMS nationals, was my right-hand man who helped 

with three drawling’s of raffle tickets, followed by Grand 

Prize at the end of the show. Once again Shelby Matthews 

was willing to help our club with the awards presentation. The 

best of awards was selected by Dan Matthews were greatly 

appreciated by the modelers who won then.   
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The President’s Column 

 

 

Jake Holshuh mans the raffle table. 

 

 Shelby Matthews – Judging Tally and Results 

 

 

 

Best of awards 

 

This year, James Wechsler fist bumps the 

best aircraft award for his SU-57 Felon.   
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The President’s Column 

 

There were 114 modeler entrants with 570 models on the table.  This represented 20% 

fewer entrants but only 2% fewer models.  Which means there was a lot of models building during 

the pandemic.  In addition, there were more spectators this year than in previous.    

 

Military Hobbies 

The only bad news is the closing of Military Hobbies on October 31. Yet another victim to these 

hard times caused by the pandemic. Military Hobbies has supported IPMS OC for OrangeCon for 

years both in the raffle and trophy sponsorships.  They were a place to purchase models, supplies 

but most importantly advice.  Occasionally they would host a small model contest or have discounts 

drawn from a hat.  I am sure we all will miss the store front.  Military Hobbies will remain an online 

presence as well as a swap meet venues.  

 

Raffle Czar P-47 Special Edition sneak 

peek of models for October Monthly raffle: 

Aircraft:  

1/48 Revell-Monogram P-47N 

Thunderbolt 

1/48 Hasegawa P-47D Razorback 47th 

fighter squadron 

1/32 Hasegawa P-47D Thunderbolt U.S. 

Army Airforce   

1/48 BlackMagic Masks P-47D Razorback 

for Tamiya 

1/48 Czech Model Curtiss SO 3C Seamew 

US Navy Floatplane 

 

 
 
Information on upcoming 
Celebration of Life for Leigh 
Eaton 
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Meeting Notice & Agenda 
Date:  10/15/21 
THEME: BUILD NIGHT – No Contest 
Doors Open: 7:00 p.m.  Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
Location: La Quinta Inn & Suites 

 3 Centerpointe Drive 
 La Palma, CA 90623 
Right Off the 91 Fwy at Valley View

 

2021 Chapter Officers 
 

President   David Frederick 
 

1st Vice President Sean Fallesen 

 

2nd Vice President  Darnell Pocinich  
 

Treasurer  Jeff Hunter 
Secretary   Split Duties – 
    Nat Richards –    Badges or “batches” 
    Mike Budzeika – Scribe 
    Gordon Zuther – Audio 

   

Contest Director      Dan Matthews 

     

Volunteers 
Chapter Contact      Mark “The Duke”  
    Deliduka 
    i-mark@verizon.net 
  

Newsletter Editor  Terry Huber 
        (714) 544-8908 

      thuber1967@yahoo.com 
 

Webmaster      Julian English   
   julianenglish65@gmail.com 
 
IPMS Orange County Club Website 
www.ipmsoc.org 

Mail 
P.O. Box 913  
Garden Grove, CA  
92842 ocipms@aol.com 
  
National Website  
www.ipmsusa.org 

mailto:i-mark@verizon.net
mailto:thuber1967@yahoo.com
mailto:julianenglish65@gmail.com
http://www.ipmsoc.org/
mailto:ocipms@aol.com
http://www.ipmsusa.org/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=M9CFZLykfW12fM&tbnid=vNzqgAMKfF4oCM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.freecodesource.com/wallpapers/wallpaper/California-Republic-Flag/?f=category&ei=knLDUtS0C-OO2wXxqoDABw&bvm=bv.58187178,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNEXXlgHfl0VJDi-Ho0xN8oeRfyFyA&ust=1388626933869506
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Orange County Contest Themes for 2021 
 FEBRUARY Korea 1950 – 1953: Any subject in use during the years on or 

off the Korean peninsula 

 MARCH - Black out: any subject whose paint job is predominantly black 

 APRIL - Spanish Civil War: Any subject (in appropriate paint and markings) 

actively involved in the Spanish Civil War July 17, 1936 – April 1, 1939 

 MAY - Russian Road to Berlin: Any subject in use by any parties in the 

engagement zone covered by the Russian advance to Berlin. 

 JUNE - High: Any subject, auto, armor, aircraft etc. in a high visibility colorful or 

predominately white and bright paint, no greens or greys 

 JULY - Low: Any subject, auto, armor, aircraft etc. in a low visibility paint scheme; 

primarily grey or green, no hi visibility colorful white etc. 

 AUGUST - From a Picture: Any subject made to replicate, in detail, (i.e. same 

marking, vehicle number etc.), a picture found in a personal collection or from a 

published source (including internet) showing an adequate portion of the subject 

to make certain the model represents the subject in its entirety. The model does 

not have to but may if you so wish, include the background in a diorama/ vignette 

format; or it may be just the subject.  
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Orange County Contest Themes for 2021 

 SEPTEMBER – ORANGECON JUDGING:  Bring a model and let the judging 

team use it as a critique to train judges for OrangeCon. 

 OCTOBER – BUILD NIGHT - NO Contest:  Bring in your newly acquired kits 

from OrangeCon or grab that shelf of doom kit for next month’s meeting, 

anyway you want, come and enjoy an evening of building models together. 

 NOVEMBER – Shelf of Doom: Any subject you’ve had on your shelf of doom or 

recently acquired thru the distressed kits auction 

 DECEMBER – Winter White Wash: Any subject that uses a winter style white 

wash as its temporary camouflage. 

 JANUARY 2022 - Tribal: Any subject with a Native American or “nonwestern 

name”: i.e. Iroquois, Pontiac, Apache, etc. 

Correction to last month’s issue……. 
Nat Richards checks in with some comments on the French Indo China War article by Foster. 
 

Great review on the book on the Franco-Indo China war. 

 

I have no doubt that the book's caption for the French Aircraft Carrier 

identified the ship as the Bearn, but it is in 

fact the Lafayette or Bois Bellieu - I believe 

it is the Lafayette based upon her rig.. 

 

The Bearn was a converted battleship (like 

Lexington, Saratoga, Kaga, Courageous, 

etc).  Bearn was hopelessly obsolete by 1945 

and was scrapped. 

 

The Bearn 
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Correction to last month’s issue……. 
 

The Lafayette was the ex-USS Langley (CVL-27).  The Bois Belleu is the ex-USS 

Bellieu Wood (CVL-24).  Both ships served with the French Navy from the early 

1950s to the early 1960s.  Both ships, though the Bois Bellieu more so, served as 

aircraft transports moving aircraft to Viet Nam.  The BB's air group did fly a lot 

of missions in support of the French Troops as well.  Both ships were of the 

Independence class of light carriers built upon the hulls of Heavy Cruisers.  All 

of the ships served in WW II with the Princeton being lost.  Independence was 

used as a target for the Bikini Atom Tests.   USS Cabot this class served with the 

served with the Spanish Navy from the 50s into the 1970s. 

 

 

  Lafayette...think this is the same photo from the book. 
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Consignment Build Request 
 

 A request for a consignment build recently came into the IPMS OC news room.  The 
request is to build a 1/32nd scale F-4J Phantom as flown by the Blue Angels from 1969 to 
1974.  The Tamiya F-4J kit has already been purchased by the requestor and the 1/32 scale 
decal sheet by CAM decals is available from Sprue Brothers.  Anyone interested in this 
build should contact Bill Mays (local here in So Cal) at (562) 896-1365 or by email at 
williammays900@yahoo.com. 
 
 

IPMS ORANGE COUNTY CONTEST DIRECTOR 

OPEN POSITION 
IPMS Orange County is currently looking for a Contest Director.  Our most esteemed 
Warrior Dan Mathews will be taking a new position out-of-state.  Smart man there.  So a 
brief explanation of the position or what we call in the factory world “Job Description” is 
below here.  You may make nominations during the Club Meeting, when called upon to 
make them.  Give it a go!  I did myself for a few years and so have several others in the 
club.  Whenever we are in a jam and no contest supplies show up, Bob Bolton will step in 
to run the contest on snippets of paper to ID models and vote, and it gets done.  Do it. 

 

mailto:williammays900@yahoo.com
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IPMSOC Club Contest Director 

Duties & Responsibilities 

Annually 

 Participates monthly or as regularly needed as an active member of the Club E-Board 

 Determines the monthly contest Themes for the current year plus Jan of the Next 

 Solicits Ideas and establishes the Theme for OrangeCon 

 Maintains a record of monthly model entries, counts and points standings for Modeler of the Year 

 Maintains materials used for OrangeCon and monthly contests 

 Facilitates ordering, collection and distribution of the monthly awards recognition plaques and badges 

thru Action Trophy in Fullerton 

 Facilitates name plates for the Perennial Winners plaques 

 Orders the Best of and Major Award Trophies for OrangeCon 

 Updates record of OrangeCon entrants and subjects 

Monthly 

 Creates signage for monthly contest themes 

  Prints and maintains necessary contest registration, voting and labeling materials for all contests 

 Transports the perennial plaques, monthly awards plaques and materials needed for monthly contests 

 Tabulates the vote counts for the monthly contest, keeps a record of all winners and entries 

 Passes out Raffle Ticket for contest entrants (1 for each entrant regardless of quantity of entries) 

 Announces contest winners and presents placing badges for the current month and presents award 

plaques to Theme and Judges Choice winners for the previous month 

 Is responsible for determining the “Theme” and “Judges Choice” winners for the monthly contest 

 Keeps records of all model entries, entrants, winners and counts for each month 

 Creates a “Winners List” to be sent to the Club Webmaster for publication on the Club Website 

following each meeting  

 Creates contest results and upcoming contest information content along with Modeler of the Year 

standings to send to Club Newsletter Editor for publication in the monthly Club Newsletter 

OrangeCon 

 Orders Trophies 

 Establishes Theme 

 Maintains and creates print materials (judging sheets, entry forms, entry data sheets, pens, papers table 

covering, signage etc.) for OrangeCon 

 Creates layout for the contest space 

 Coordinates judging for the contest, recommend the Contest Head Judge, working with the Head Judge 

to finalize any tie-breakers. 

 Assists in presenting Awards at the end of the show 

 Creates the “OrangeCon Winners List” and submits to the Club Webmaster for publication on the Club 

Website. Following OrangeCon transcribes all entry data for OrangeCon into the master spreadsheet/ 

record log. Stores, transports, and maintains all materials used for OrangeCon (table coverings, signage, 

documents etc.) 
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Bob Penikas Paper Model ~1/72 Fokker D. VII of Hermann Goring 1918 
 
Printed on letter size 110 Lb. card stock. Resulting in a 9.5 inch wingspan. 

Note: 

Prior to build all printed wing ribbing was given a good burnishing from the backside. 

However, two coats of sprayed on Krylon clear acrylic Gloss tightened the card stock 

flattening the raised ribs on the completed model. 
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Thunderbolt Group Build 

 

When I was a teen, I worked in the 

local marine supply store.  On the 

inside face of the door separating the 

storage room from the main shop, the 

owner hung the following sign:  

“Never Start Vast Projects With Hall-

Vast Ideas!”  In the years since I have 

often found that statement to be true, 

and when followed, wise counsel. 

 

That said, I am ignoring that wise 

counsel and plunging headfirst into a 

vast project, to which you are all invited to join in – The 2022 IPMS Orange County Group 

Build Project – featuring the P-47 Thunderbolt in 1/48 scale. 

If you are interested in participating, all you must do is be willing to participate and build one or 

more 48 scale models of the Thunderbolt.  If interested, let’s talk so we can coordinate our 

efforts. 

 

Our target is to get as many as possible completed and enter them in the IPMS Regional Contest 

next June in San Diego.  This gives everyone almost nine months. 

 

Any kit of the P-47 Thunderbolt in 1/48th 

scale will qualify.  Kits are available from 

Tamiya 

Hasegawa 

Hobby Boss 

Revell/Monogram 

Arii/Otaki 

Academy/Italeri 

Hawk/AMT/Testors. 

 

 

There may also be others.  Kits are available for both the Razorback and Bubbletop D Models, 

Tamiya also makes an M model kit while Revell, Academy/Italeri offer kits of the N model. 
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Thunderbolt Group Build 

 

In US service, the P-47 saw services in Europe, Italian and Pacific theatres.  Post-war various 

models of the Thunderbolt served in at least a dozen Air National Guard units. Other wartime 

examples were given colorful markings and served as either formation ships or in Air/Sea 

Rescue functions.  Britain’s Royal Air Force used the Jug in both Europe and Southeast Asia.  

Additionally, the P-47 Thunderbolt served in another twenty different air forces.  Some used 

them well in to the 1950s. 

 

For those of you who only build Luftwaffe – They flew at least three captured Thunderbolts 

with German markings for testing purposes.  During World War Two, both Brazilian and 

Mexican fighter groups flew the Jug in combat in Italy and the Philippines respectively. 

Nat Richards 

Nations that operated the P-47 Thunderbolt at 

one time or another: 

 

Bolivian Air Force - 

Brazilian Air Force - 85 units 1st 

Brazilian Fighter Group, saw action over 

Italy. 

Chilean Air Force 

Republic of China Air Force 

Imperial Iranian Air Force 

Italian Air Force 

Luftwaffe – At least three captured 

Thunderbolts flown in Luftwaffe markings 

Mexican Expeditionary Air Force  Escuadrón 

201 saw action in the Pacific 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brazilian_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chilean_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_China_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italian_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexican_Air_Force#World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Escuadr%C3%B3n_201
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Escuadr%C3%B3n_201
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Communist China -PLAAF - Taken 

over from Nationalists in 1949. 

Colombian Air Force   

Cuban Air Force  

Dominican Air Force  

Ecuadorian Air Force  

Free French Air Force 

French Air Force 

Guatemalan Air Force 

  

Fuerza Aerea de Nicaragua  

Peruvian Air Force  

Portuguese Air Force  

Soviet Air Force 

Turkish Air Force   

Royal Air Force 

Venezuelan Air Force 

Yugoslav Air Force   

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PLAAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colombian_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuban_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dominican_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecuadorian_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_French_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guatemalan_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peruvian_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portuguese_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkish_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venezuelan_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SFR_Yugoslav_Air_Force
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Goose Chase, Part 1 
By Foster Rash 

 

My buddy Bob in Tucson was able to get a pair of 

tickets to ride a Galloping Goose. Goose No. 5 is 

normally on display at the museum in Dolores, CO, 

but for 6 days in September it was running on the 

Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad from Chama, NM 

to Antonito, CO. It's an E-ticket ride with only 27 

seats available each day.   The 6 hour, 64-mile 

journey included several photo ops, lunch and we 

crossed the Colorado/New Mexico border 11 times!  

Galloping Goose No. 5 was one 

of 7 railcars built by the Rio 

Grande Southern Railroad in 

their Ridgway, CO. Shops.  It 

was converted for tourism in 

1950 with seats and windows 

added to the freight box. 

 

No. 5 as originally built in 1933 

from a Pierce Arrow automobile; a 

Wayne bus body was added in 1945. 
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Goose Chase, Part 1 

Narrow Gauge Railroads in the Rocky Mountains 

What is narrow gauge?  

Prior to the Civil War 

there was no standard 

gauge, so it was not always 

possible to interchange 

cars between railroads.  

Europeans had solved the 

problem by adopting a 

standard gauge of 4'8.5" 

and the US Army adopted 

that gauge during the 

Civil War to aid logistics.    

Narrow gauge is any gauge 

smaller than standard 

gauge but most of the 

railroads built in the 

Rocky Mountains were 3 

foot gauge. The rolling stock was about the same size as their standard gauge 

counterparts in the 1870s.  Narrow gauge lines were cheaper to build than standard 

gauge in the mountains because they required less removal of rock and earth to 

grade a roadbed.  They could accommodate tighter radius curves which allowed 

laying track where the standard gauge would 

not fit.  Narrow gauge locomotives and cars, 

being smaller and lighter, worked well with 

lightly constructed timber bridges and 

trestles.  In Colorado in the 1870s-80s there 

were over a dozen 3 foot gauge railroads 

constructed.  The best known are the Denver & 

Rio Grande and Rio Grande Southern.  

           Setting brakes by hand 

 

Prior to the invention of the Westinghouse air 

brake, braking was done manually. Slowing a 

train was accomplished primarily by reducing 

the throttle in the locomotive. 
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Goose Chase, Part 1 

But on a downhill grade or to stop a train, the brakeman had to run across 

the tops of the cars to set each brake manually.  The number of cars in a train was 

limited by what the brakeman could control.   By 1880, the Westinghouse air brake 

system was in wide use which enabled the size, weight and number of cars in trains 

to increase.  Narrow gauge trains were also equipped with airbrakes but the small 

locomotives, steep grades and lightly constructed track could not accommodate 

long, heavy trains.   By the close of the 19th century, a narrow gauge train could 

not match the payload of its standard gauge counterpart and most of the narrow 

gauge system in Colorado was converted to standard gauge. 

 

The Denver & Rio Grande was the first 3 foot gauge 

railroad in the Rockies and intended to link Denver with 

Salt Lake City and El Paso. After losing the battle with 

the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe for access over Raton 

Pass, the D&RG never reached Texas and the Rio Grande 

River. In 1880 the D&RG began an expansion from the end 

of track at Alamosa, south to Antonito, then west to the 

silver mines of the San Juan Mountains in southwestern 

Colorado.  Known as the San Juan Extension, the new line 

ran through Toltec Gorge, over Cumbres Pass to the 

Animas River where the railroad created the company town of Durango. The D&RG 

reached Silverton in 1882 via the Animas River valley.   

 

The line from Durango to Silverton 

is still in operation as a tourist 

railroad. 

 

In the north, coming from Pueblo, 

via Salida and Montrose, the D&RG 

established the town of Ridgway and 

reached the mining town of Ouray in 

1887. The railroad had surveyed 

possible routes through the San 

Juan Mountains to access the silver 

mines around Telluride and Rico via 

Ouray but considered them to be too 

formidable for a railroad. 



IPMS ORANGE COUNTY Newsletter 
October 2021      

 
 
 
 

 
 

17 

Goose Chase, Part 1 

 

But despite the setbacks, the D&RG prospered as the region's best crossing 

of the Rocky Mountains and ultimately became the largest and most profitable 

(its network peaked at 1,673 miles in 1887) of the narrow gauge lines.  It merged 

with the Rio Grande Western to form the Denver and Rio Grande Western in 1920. 

Ultimately much of the D&RG right of way was converted to standard gauge but a 

"narrow gauge circle" remained in southwestern Colorado and northern New 

Mexico.  

Denver & Rio Grande Western.  

Standard gauge lines in red, 

"narrow gauge circle" lines in 

black (Alamosa to Antonito 

was dual gauge).  The narrow 

gauge remained where the 

cost of conversion to 

standard gauge could not be 

justified by the revenue 

generated. 

Why did the narrow gauge 

decline? 

The Colorado narrow gauge 

lines declined for a few 

reasons.  Probably the most 

important reason was that 

they were primarily built to 

support the mining industry.  

When mining declined, so did 

traffic and revenue for the 

railroads. 
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Goose Chase, Part 1 

Maintenance expenses were high as these roads operated in an area of high 

snowfall in the winter and flooding in the spring.  Avalanches and washouts 

required expensive repairs to track and bridges.   By 1950, the equipment was worn 

out and the railroads were not profitable enough to buy new replacements.  And 

finally, when these railroads were built, they competed against pack mules and 

horse-drawn wagons.  By the 1920s and '30s they began to face serious competition 

from motor vehicles.  

The Rio Grande Southern ceased operations in 1951 but the D&RGW remained viable 

for several more years due to an oil boom in Farmington, NM. The railroad hauled 

pipe for the developing oil field.  The Gramps oil field of southern Colorado also 

provided oil for the trains to carry from Chama to the refinery in Alamosa. The 

lumber mills around Chama provided a steady stream of revenue, although this 

was not as important as the oil. The San Juan extension remained viable into the 

1960s, but the line was abandoned in 1968. The only sections saved were the 

Silverton Branch (which now operates as the Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge 

Railroad)  and the Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railroad which operates from Chama, 

NM to Antonito, CO.  Both are  tourist lines. 

 

On the Road 

I headed out to Tucson to pick up my friend Bob.  This is a trip I have made many 

times. It's a 7 hour, almost 500 mile drive from my home in Long Beach and I avoid 

the traffic congestion of Phoenix by taking the Hwy85 / I-8 bypass through Gila 

Bend.  I usually just stop long enough to stretch my legs and top-off the gas tank 

but this time I decided to explore the old town. 

 

 

Gila Bend 

Gila Bend, named for the nearby 90 degree bend in the Gila River, is a rural 

community (population 1,900) that was once a transportation hub.  The Butterfield 

Overland Mail stage coach line established a stop near here called Gila Ranch 

before the Civil War. It also became a water stop for freighters coming across the 

desert from the Colorado River port at Yuma.  
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Goose Chase, Part 1 

 

 

The Southern Pacific railroad 

arrived in 1879 and Gila Bend 

became a water stop on the New 

Orleans to Los Angeles "Sunset 

Route." The present town grew 

around the railroad depot.)   

The Sunset Route was a year round warm 

weather route to the West Coast. 

 

 

 

The old depot is gone but the foundation and freight platform along with the water 

tank remain. 
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Goose Chase, Part 1 

In the 1920s the paved Highway 80 was built from Yuma to Phoenix; Gila 

Bend was approximately halfway between the two cities and was a perfect 

rest stop for overnight stays or even daytime stays to avoid the heat. But the 

construction of Interstate 8 bypassed Gila Bend which reduced commercial 

activity. The railroad switch from steam to diesel eliminated the need for trains 

to stop in Gila Bend for water. The depot was removed after the New Cornelia 

copper mine closed and as the traffic through Gila Bend diminished, the town 

began to decline   

Stout's Hotel, the "Jewel of the Desert" was built 

in 1927.  It was air conditioned and travelers in 

the 1920's and '30's could enjoy ice cold drinks and 

fresh ice cream here.  It also had a cafe, drug 

store, barber shop, post office, a laundry and a 

bus stop. 

 Highway 80 (Pima Street), Gila Bend in the 

1940s Stout’s Hotel on the right. 

 

 

 

  Stout's Hotel today is abandoned and boarded. 
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Goose Chase, Part 1 

 

The abandoned yard of 

the Tucson, Cornelia & Gila 

Bend Railroad.  In 1916, 

Phelps-Dodge built the 40 

mile long TC&GB railroad 

from Ajo to Gila Bend to 

connect their New Cornelia 

copper mine at Ajo with 

smelters in Tucson via the 

Southern Pacific. 

 

The old TC&GB line curves to the 

left, south to Ajo.  The line saw 

considerable freight and passenger 

traffic for most of its life. However, 

as copper production at the New 

Cornelia mine declined in the 

1970s, the railroad ceased being 

profitable and the line was 

closed in 1985. 

 

The New Cornelia mine at Ajo is 

Arizona's oldest open pit mine.  

The pit is more than a mile 

across and 1,100 feet deep. 
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Goose Chase, Part 1 

This railcar, now at 

the Nevada State 

Railroad Museum, once 

provided passenger service 

between Gila Bend and Ajo. 

 

 

 

  

 

These Southern Pacific 

maintenance of way cars have 

been here for a while (SP merged 

with Union Pacific in 1996). The 

cars may never leave as the 

TC&GB yard is no longer 

connected to the UP mainline. 

 

 

A faded Southern Pacific mail 

trailer now provides storage for 

Union Pacific maintenance crews. 
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Goose Chase, Part 1 

 

Jessie's Market has seen 

better days but would make an 

interesting model. 

 

Tucson 

I arrived in Tucson in mid-

afternoon and we had time for a 

visit with Bob's neighbor Rick 

Wheeler.  Rick has a fantastic Sn3 

(S = 1/64 scale, n = narrow gauge, 3 

= 3' gauge) model railroad based 

on the Rio Grande Southern. 

 

You can check out Rick's modeling 

here: 

265 Rick Wheeler's Sn3 Rio Grande 

Southern Layout, Valley of the Sun S Gaugers, Tucson AZ 5/4/19 - YouTube.) 

 

Rick shared this photo taken in his back 

yard just a few days prior.  Bob and Rick 

live in the retirement community of 

Saddlebrooke which is 

north of Tucson in the 

foothills of the Catalina 

Mtns. 

 

There are a lot of critters 

in the area but this was 

something special.  

(Editor, Are these 
Bobcats?) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q478Ddvr1nM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q478Ddvr1nM
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Goose Chase, Part 1 

 

Chama 

We departed early the next day for Chama, NM.  It was a long 

drive, 9 hours (600 miles), and except for the boring drive 

across the wasteland between Gallup and Farmington, NM, 

the scenery was awesome.  Chama is a small town of 1,000 

people and the western terminus of the Cumbres and Toltec 

Scenic Railroad.   

 

When the D&RGW was abandoned in 1968, the tracks from 

Chama westward to Durango were torn up. But the states of 

Colorado and New Mexico jointly purchased the line from Chama to Antonito and 

the Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railroad was formed.  The 64 mile line has several 

bridges, trestles and tunnels.  It goes over Cumbres Pass (10,015') and skirts the 

800' deep Toltec Gorge.  The scenery is spectacular, especially in the fall when 

the leaves are changing color. 

 

The Goose does a run-by over the 

137' high Cascade Trestle for us. 

 

 

 

Section house at Cumbres Pass.  Elevation 

is 10,015 ft. 
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Goose Chase, Part 1 

 

 

Stopping at Osier for 

lunch; Turkey dinner with 

all the fixin's, just like 

Thanksgiving.  This was 

once a water stop with a 

siding and pens for loading 

sheep and cattle.  The C&T 

have built a large dining 

hall here for passengers.  

That night, a fire broke out 

in the kitchen.  The 

sprinkler system put it out 

but there was still 

considerable damage to 

clean up. 

The original engine in Goose 

No. 5 was a Pierce Arrow.  After 

WWII it was replaced with a 

new, military surplus, GMC 361 

cu. in. 6 cyl. Heavy duty truck 

engine with a 5 speed 

transmission.  It is a low speed 

"torque monster" that is well 

suited to its current role. 
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Goose Chase, Part 1 

 

 

1947 GMC truck brochure 

touts "war-proved" design.  

GMC engines of this era were 

very rugged. 

Yours truly posing for his friends and fans.  

Osier is at over 9,600 ft elevation and was 

breezy and cool.  The white flag flapping in the 

breeze indicates we are running as an "extra" 

and not shown on the regular timetable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the cockpit.  Note opening doors on 

both sides of the former bus body.  For 

safety reasons, school buses do not have 

doors on left that open into traffic.  This 

is a WWII military spec bus body destined 

for use in either Britain or on the 

Continent. 
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Goose Chase, Part 1 

 

The front 

compartment is "cozy" and 

holds 8 passengers. We're 

loaded and ready to go but 

must wait "in the hole" for 

the westbound train from 

Antonito to arrive; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

... And here she comes, 20 minutes late.  The 

line east to Antonito is now clear. 

 

We stopped in Toltec Gorge for photos.  This 

sign is not intended as a joke, we saw many 

fisherman in the lakes and streams on this 

trip. 



IPMS ORANGE COUNTY Newsletter 
October 2021      

 
 
 
 

 
 

28 

Goose Chase, Part 1 

 

 

I hung the camera over the edge, you are 

looking 600' down into Toltec Gorge! 

Who are those crazy people?  

One of several run-bys for 

rail fans to take photos. 

Sublette, NM is a remote work camp 

containing 4 structures.  The structures 

have been stabilized but are not open to 

the public.  Restoration in progress. 
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Goose Chase, Part 1 

 

 

End of the line, Cumbres & 

Toltec depot, Antonito, 

CO. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       I got a chance to sit in the driver's seat! 

Day's end at the Antonito 

engine house.  Tomorrow 

the Goose will repeat the 

trip but this time from 

Antonito to Chama. 
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Goose Chase, Part 1 

 

 

Comparison of standard gauge to narrow 

gauge.  The outer rails are standard 4' 8.5" 

and the left and center rails are 3' narrow 

gauge.  This is the line from Antonito to 

Alamosa which is dual gauge. 

 

 

 

The original Antonito Depot is 

no longer used.   

 

 

 

Restored Pullman car at 

Antonito 
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Goose Chase, Part 1 

 

 

 

 

The interior of the Pullman car smelled 

like a fine furniture store. 

 

 

 

There's a prototype for everything.  To 

my knowledge there were never any blue cattle cars on the D&RGW.  After the line 

was abandoned, the equipment was auctioned off and local ranchers purchased cars 

for storage sheds and other purposes.  The railroad has been acquiring old cars 

for parts or restoration.  I think this car may have been painted blue by a private 

owner but it would be fun to build a model and paint it blue, wait for the "experts" 

to pounce on the error then whip out this photo! 
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Goose Chase, Part 1 

Nicely restored Cook Car for the rotary snowplow train stored at 

Antonito. 

 

The next day, Bob wanted to 

chase the steam train from 

Chama to Osier to make a drone 

video and then chase the Goose 

from Osier back to Chama. We 

got down to the Chama yard 

early and while Bob set up his 

camera, I poked around the rail 

yard.  The Cumbres and Toltec 

are very friendly to rail fans 

and modelers.  When we last 

visited, we got up at the crack 

of dawn to go down to the 

engine house and watch them 

fire up the steam locomotive.  

The crew even served us coffee!  

Doesn't get any better than that. 

They don't mind if you 

wander about the yard, 

photograph and measure 

equipment.  Exploring the 

yard is very interesting and 

familiar as so many of the 

structures and equipment 

are, or have been, produced 

as kits.   

 

 

The Chama depot was built in 

1881. 
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Goose Chase, Part 1 

 

 
Chama Depot by Banta Model Works 

 

 

The sand house, coaling tower and water 

tank at Chama are iconic western 

designs. 

 

 

 

Campbell Scale 

Models produces 

a craftsman kit 

version of the 

coaling tower in 

wood with 

plastic details.  

This popular kit 

has been in 

production for 

50 years! 
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Goose Chase, Part 1 

 

Chama sand house by Campbell 

Scale Models 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chama water tank by Campbell Scale 

Models can be built as either a short 

narrow gauge or taller standard gauge 

versions. 

 

Gramps oil loading dock has 

been produced in kit form by 

Scale Structures Ltd. 
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Goose Chase, Part 1 

 

No. 487 is 

one of five 

operational, 

coal-fired, steam 

locomotives on 

the C&T.  It is a 

K-36 class 2-8-2 

locomotive built 

by Baldwin 

Locomotive Works 

in 1925. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The K-36s are among the 

largest locomotives operated 

by the D&RGW.  They are the 

size of a standard gauge 

locomotive and are so wide 

that the driving wheels are 

inside the frame.  The axles 

extend through the frame and 

the driving rods are attached 

to large counterweights on 

the ends of the axles. 
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Goose Chase, Part 1 

 

Maintenance in progress inside the engine 

house. 

 

This General Electric 44 ton diesel is used 

for switching chores around the yard. 

 

          

 

          The business end of a rotary snowplow 
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Goose Chase, Part 1 

 

Rotary snowplow OY. 

 

 

 

 

 

Rotary snowplow 

OY at work. 

 

  

We are chasing the train out of 

Chama, here approaching Lobato 

Trestle 
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Goose Chase, Part 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lobato trestle was erected in 1883 

to replace a temporary wooden trestle 

that had been part of the route's 

original construction.  The trestle is 

340 feet long and 100 feet off the canyon 

floor at the highest point. 

 

The train crosses Hwy 17 as it climbs to 

Windy Point. 

 

 



IPMS ORANGE COUNTY Newsletter 
October 2021      

 
 
 
 

 
 

39 

Goose Chase, Part 1 

We were waiting for the train at 

Tanglefoot Curve but it never arrived.  Suspecting 

trouble, we back-tracked and found the train had 

turned at Cumbres Pass and was returning to 

Chama.  That's when we learned of the kitchen fire 

at Osier and the consequences to the trains' 

schedules that day. 

 

Other than the railroad, there's not much to do in 

Chama these days.  Most of the tourist dependent 

businesses have failed due to covid lock-downs 

ruining the 2020 tourist season and the trucker 

shortage is currently causing food supply 

problems. There were only two and a half places to 

get a meal in town: a grille that served only 

burgers as they had run out of everything else on 

the menu, a pretentious "craft" pizzeria/brew 

house, and a great little cafe that was only open 

half-day for breakfast and lunch. 

We ate one night in Antonito at a 

good Mexican restaurant 

recommended by the train crew.  

Whenever I travel, I always like to 

sample the beer of the region, so 

in Antonito I asked for the local 

brew.  They brought me a Coors!  

Stupid tourist, we all had a laugh 

over that one. 

 

The saloon at the Hotel Foster (built in 1881) usually serves food, but they were 

out too.  No shortage of alcohol though and as the only place in town to get a 

drink after 8 pm, it was packed every night! 

 

We departed Chama Friday morning, headed for Ouray, CO.  It would be about a 3 

hour drive but we intended to do a little sightseeing along the way. End Pt 1 
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From Our Treasurer 
Financial Statistics for the meeting in September 2021 
 
Admission      Distressed Kits $             0.00        

  Members   24   Monthly Raffle $             0.00   

  Non-Members    2 

  Juniors     0   Total Income $        691.00 

  Paid in Full     3   Total Expenses $       (350.00) 

  Guests     0   Profit / (Loss) $         341.00 

    

Total Attendance   29   $ in Checking $      7177.97 

        $ in Savings  $      6924.08  

Memberships / Renewals    $ in PayPal  $        100.00       

  Regular     0   Total in Bank $   14,202.05    

  Youth      0 

  Full Year              0 
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New Website Feature! 
There are many plastic model making U-Tube channels available on the internet.  The OCIPMS 

web site now has links to some of the more popular sites under the resources page. 

You can find it here: 

 
 

Model Making U-Tube Channels 
Armor model how to’s by Martin Kovac: (23) Night Shift - YouTube 

Model making tips by will Pattison:  (23) will pattison - YouTube 

Tutorial styled presentation – Scale-o-ton: (23) Scale-a-ton - YouTube 

Model building presentations by Plasmo: (23) PLASMO - plastic models - YouTube 

Andy’s Hobby Headquarters:   (23) Andy's Hobby Headquarters - YouTube 

Paint on Plastic by Lincoln Wright:  (23) Paint on Plastic by Lincoln Wright - YouTube 

Small Soldier adventures in miniature: (23) Small Soldier adventures in miniature - YouTube 

Sprue Therapy site:      (23) Sprue Therapy - YouTube  

Jon Buis Models: JonBius.com - Building scale model airplanes, sci fi, Gunpla, Warhammer 40K, and more! 

If you have other sites you would like me add to the list, just let me know.  JE 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNM5EknY1XBA9buLmJqYLdw
https://www.youtube.com/user/barpfoto/featured
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2UPftBhkCUwQyCGSQxCbNQ
https://www.youtube.com/c/idaemonplasmo/about
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChnAgeghaNKLdftbfJY8zNA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCI5RQXripw9CnnRTidM24RQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCR5XlojBFvfr7mjvMyzHNZA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa0o1uQNunI3hwweQ1Zl-Kg/featured
https://www.jonbius.com/
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Or use 
Form on next 
page…. 
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Club Membership Renewal Form 

Print this page, fill it out and bring it to the meeting.  It is also available on-line at 

www.ipmsoc.org. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.ipmsoc.org/
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Upcoming Events 

 
Saturday, October 23, 2021 
Model Expo & Open Cockpit Day 
IPMS Silverwings Scaramento 
USS Hornet Sea, Air & Space Museum 

707 West Hornet Avenue 

Alameda, CA 94501 

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

jmh3guy@hotmail.com 

 

Saturday, October 24, 2021 
Herb Deeks presents   
Rolls Floats and Flys Kit Show 
Holiday Inn 

7000 Beach Blvd 

Buena Park, CA  90620 

9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Adults $5.00, kids free 

 
Saturday, November 6, 2021 
ModelZona  IPMS Craig Hewitt 
6101 East Virginia St. 

Mesa, AZ 85215 

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

General Admission $5 

Model Contest $5 

www.ipms-phoenix.com 

 

Saturday, November 13, 2021 
Those Gundam Guys present 
Southern California Gundam Model Competition 
Embassy Suites by Hilton 

900 E. Birch Street 

Brea, CA  92821 

More Info At 

www.thosegundamguys.org 

 
 

 
 
 

 

mailto:jmh3guy@hotmail.com
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.thosegundamguys.org/
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Upcoming Events 

 
Saturday November 13, 2021 
Kit, Model and Aviation Collectable 
Swap Meet 
San Diego Air & Space Museum 

Gillespie Field 

335 Kenny Street 

El Cajon, CA  92020 

9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

$5 entrance fee 

Sellers contact Manny Gutsche at 

sdipmsexpo@gmail.com 

 

Saturday January 29, 2022 
Brookhurst Hobbies presents 
Sprue Fest 2022 
Brookhurst Hobbies 

12188 Brookhurst Street 

Garden Grove, CA 92840 

9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Entries close 11:30 am 

info@brookhursthobbies.com 

 
Saturday, March 19, 2022 
ValleyCon Presented by Pasadena 
Modelers 
Pasadena Convention Center 

300 E. Green Street 

Pasadena, CA 91101 

Scheduled Event, more details to come later 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sdipmsexpo@gmail.com
mailto:info@brookhursthobbies.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=ipms antelope valley group logos&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=uOgAfddXV145nM&tbnid=2Niow0TlEusnFM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.palmdalehobbies.com/links.html&ei=odozUvjvFMbF2AWv9oDwCA&bvm=bv.52164340,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNET0ySOIvq879lDBNPmMS_nnD6YKQ&ust=1379216403806602
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Bases by Bill 
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Bases by Bill 
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Detail & Scale 

New Book 
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Detail & Scale 
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Detail & Scale 
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Detail & Scale 
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Detail & Scale 
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Detail & Scale 
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