
A Tribute to Terry Baylor 
By his friend, Joe LoMusio 

 

I can’t recall exactly what Model Contest it was (it was 

many years ago), but I remember standing at the table where 

my WWI biplanes were entered and being approached by a 

guy who introduced himself and said that he also had an 

avid interest in the Great War aircraft. And so, we hit it off 

immediately, and that was the start of my close friendship 

with Terry Baylor. 

 

Over the years, we shared a lot of information, ideas, 

products, and scale modeling techniques relating mostly to 

WWI aircraft, and I always appreciated how much he knew, 

much more than me! I remember how excited we both were 

when Wingnut Wings kits hit the market, and we started building them and sharing photos of our 

models in various stages of completion and complimenting each other as we looked at our planes 

on the contest tables. Terry was an expert and skilled scale model builder. His attention to detail 

was second to none. And he was also a perfectionist. I remember once that he pointed out to me 

that the joystick in the open cockpit of one of my biplanes was leaning slightly in the wrong 

position in relation to the way the ailerons were deflected. In 48th scale! Haha… Only Terry 

would have noticed that. 

 

I spent many fun and interesting hours in his super-cluttered business warehouse workshop. 

Some years ago, he assisted me in one of my WWI dioramas by casting over one hundred figures 

of a British aircraft ground crew. We constantly debated which company offered better 

turnbuckles or rigging material or decals. And Terry always knew if a decal sheet was accurate 

or out of register or if the colors were not accurate. He was a craftsman and could always design 

and build his own stuff. He showed me how to laminate and sand my own wooden propellers. I 

never could get them to look as good as his, however. 

 

Terry was such a smart, talented, innovative 

designer and engineer. Among his many 

accomplishments (that I know of) was the 

company he started with his wife, Shanda, to 

design, tool, and produce an all-electric luxury 

boat – The Lear Boat (the Lear name is from 

his wife, Shanda, who is the daughter of Bill 

Lear, of Learjet fame), 

 



Terry was not only a boat builder of over 180 sailboats and yachts but was an industrial pattern 

maker and tooling specialist for many years including tooling and design for aerospace NASA 

(building the drop-launch and underwater testing models of the X40 un-manned space shuttle), 

Rockwell (designing ergonomically comfortable cockpits for their airplanes), Universal Studios 

(the shark that jumps out of the water to scare you when you tour the studio on the tram), Warner 

Brothers Studios and the big fiberglass cartoon themes for the Warner Bros. stores, Metro-

Goldwyn-Mayer (the robot costumes for the movie Ice Pirates), as well as Disneyland and built 

all the novelty attractions of TOONTOWN and the Disneyland Orlando Splash Mountain. 

 

And back to aviation, Terry was, by the way, a pilot. Did you know that Terry was involved in 

the B-1 Bomber wing configuration? Terry did all the fiberglass tooling and ran production of 

the Norsea 27 keel boat. He also did the tooling for the windmill gearboxes in Palm Springs.  

 

On the talent side, Terry was also an accomplished big band Trumpet player, and he knew 

several celebrities in the music and entertainment world personally. He played backup for The 

Righteous Brothers, and was a personal friend of one them, Bill Medley. Recently, after the 

death of Diane Keaton, Terry told me he was saddened by the news because he had known the 

actress since she was a little girl. 

 

That was Terry Baylor. Quiet, gentle, humble, and so unassuming. Yet, when you talked with 

him, you could tell that he lived a big life, full of experiences and accomplishments that most of 

us can only imagine. 

 

Terry was a faithful member of our IPMS/OC club, and I 

know we will all miss him. I will certainly miss my friend 

and our many conversations, especially about the hobby and 

history we both love so much. Thanks, Terry, for helping me 

more fully appreciate that hobby and history by sharing 

yourself so unselfishly.  


